S S I S S I PI»I, 







Devils tm. 




river guidt 

u. p. james 

e 

Ve'W Vor^-j 



Digitized by Googie 















. 4 V 
















r 




. V 




i 

Digitized byaoogle 



ll 


dWeS, 




•n 


JAMES’ 


/,^ 


wr 


R I VE R ‘GUIDE: 


\» 

r 




OOKTAimNO 




DESCRIPTIPNS OF ALL THE CITIES, TOWNS, AND 
PKINCIPAL OBJECTS OF INTEREST, 


ON THI NAVIGABLE WATERS OT THE 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY, 


FLOWING WEST FROM THE ALLEGHANY MOUNTAINS, EAST FROM THE ROCKY 
MOUNTAINS, AND SOUTH FROM NEAR THE NORTHERN LAKES, INCLUDING THE 
RIVERS OF ALABAMA AND TEXAS, FLOWING INTO THE GULF OF MEXICO: 

" ALSO, AN ACCOUNT OF THE SOURCES OF THE RIVERS; 


i 

i 


•ITH 


1 


FULL TABLES OF DISTANCES. 


.1 


AND MANY INTEREBTINO 


HISTORICAL SKETCHES OF THE COUNTRY 


BYATISncS OP POPULATION, PRODUCTS, COMMERCE, MANUPACTURES, MINERAL 

* B0UR0E3, SCENERY, AO, Aa ’ 




IILUSTEATED WITH FORTY-FOUR MAPS 


AND A NUMSEB OF ENGBA TINGS. 






RKyiHED EDITION. 


Cl.VCINNATI: 

PUBLISHED BY U. P. JAM 

167 W-ALNBt aiRIBI. 

18 7 1 . 








- nrt 












'S ■ 






» •• 




r. 


IHK'^EW ' K 

puLlic l;L'. ary 

701 7 \^ 0 ' 
ASrOP, L£N*OX AND 
FOUNDAitONS' 
1915 L 

.» ■ I 



Entered according to Act of Congrefis, in the year 1871, 
By U. P. JAMES, 

In the office of the Librarian of Cougrees, at Washington. 


ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THIS WORK. 


*Aia. stands for Alabama. 

Atk. 

it 

Arkansas. 

00. • 

it 

county. 

flo. 

f 

(t 

Iowa. 

la. 

ti 

* 

Indiana. 

111. 

u 

Illinois. 

^Kan. 

■ « 

Kansas. 

Ky. 

ti 

» * 

Kentucky. 

La. 

u . 

Lauisiana. 

Min. 

or Minn. 

Minnesota. 


Mo. stands for Missouri. 

< 

Miss. 

u 

* MississippL 

Neb. 

u 

Nebraska. 

0. 

it 

Ohio. 

Pa. 

u 

Pennsylvan 

pop- 

u 

population. 

R. orRiv. 

u 

River. 

Tcnn. 

u 

Tennessee. 

Va. 

it 

Virginia. 

Wis. 

u 

Wisconsin. 


TABLES OF DISTANCES 


Tbe miSSISSIPPl BIVEB, from Fort Bipicy to the Golf 

ITiexico. 


PLACES. 


From 

to 




Fort Bipley, Min... 
Swan River, Min..., 
Sauk Rapids, Min.... 

Benton, Min 

Itasca. Min 

Ram River, Min 

Manomin, Min..'. 

Falls of StJLithony I 
Minneapolis, Min... j 
Fort Snelling, Min. ") 
Bt. Peter’s River, M. > 

Mendota, Min J 

St. Paul, Min 

Red Rock, Min 

Hastings, Min 

Vermilion Riv. Min.. 
Point Douglas, Min I 

St. Croix River > 

Prescott, Wis J 

Red Wing, Min.... ( 

Lake Pepin ) 

Kansas, Wis 

Chippewa River, Wis. 

Wabashaw, Min 

Fountain City, Wis... 
Trempnleau R.Wis. ) 
Minnesota City, M. J 

Montovillo, W'is 

Black River, Wis 

Rising Sun, Min 

Brooklyn, Min 

La Crosse, Wis 

Hokah River, Min... 

Brownsville, Min 

Racoon River, Wis... 
Bad Axe River, Wis. 

Battlefield, Wis 

Lansing, lo 

Lynxviilo, Wis 1 

Wexford, lo.. J 

_ Pruirio Du Chicn, W. 
J - Fort Crawford, Wis... 
Wisconsin Rir., Wis. 

. . Cincinnati, Wis ) 

' Kilroy, lo j 

Clayton, lo 

Mendot.a, Wis 

Outteiiburg, lo.. 

V Cassville, Wis 1 

Turkey River, lo... > 

Frankford, lo J 

^ Buena Vista, lo 

Potosi, Wis 

Peru, lo 

>, Sinapee, W’is 

'sJaraestown, Wis 

S Dubuqne, lo I 

Dunleith, 111 j 

s\ Fevre River, 111 

H Moselle, III 1 

' Bellevue, lo j 

a Makoqueta River, lo. 
Portsmouth, 111 

^ ‘ • 


Miln. 


18 

28 

9 

40 

10 

10 

9 


i 

10 

3 


18 

25 

1 

10 

15 

10 

5 

8 

4 
2 
2 
3 

5 

5 

6 
2 

15 

8 

10 

1 

3 

7 

2 

p* 

4 

5 


5 

12 

7 

2 

I 


Wbr*k I 




18 

46 

55 

95 

105 

115 

124 


132 

138 

145 

155 

158 

163 

181 

206 

207 

217 

232 

242 

247 

255 

259 

261 

26.3 

266 

271 

276 

282 

284 

209 

307 

317 

318 
321 

328 

330 

337 

342 

348 

353 

365 

372 

374 

375 

380 


15 395 


PLACES. 


Piitc«| WUo(-i I 
to Fiber jiStBUjic# 


401 

409 

414 


Savannah, Hi 

Sabula, lo 

Lyons, lo 

Fulton City, lo..,. 

Albany, 111 

Camanche, lo 

Wapsipinccou R., lu. 

Cordov’a, III 

Princeton, lo..... 

Parkburst, lo 

Port Byron, 111 

Le Claire, lo 

Hampton, HI , 

Davenport, lo 1 

Rock Island > 

.Moline, 111 ) 

Bock Island City, III. 

Ruck River, III 

Buffalo, lo ) 

Andalusia, IlL J 

Iowa, lo 

Fairport, lo 

Muscatine, lo 

Port Louisa, lo 

New Boston, 111.... | 

Iowa River, lo j 

Keithsburg, 111 

Huron, lo 

Oquawko, 111 

Burlington, lo 

Skunk River, lo 

Pontoosue, HI 

Appanoose, 111 

Fort Madison, lo 

Nauvoo, III ) 

Montrose, lo J 

Nashville, lo 

.Montebello, HI 

Keoknk, To 

llamiltoD Cicy, III. 

Warsaw, HI 

Des Moines R., lo. 

Fox River, *Mo 

Des Moines City, Mo. 

Tully, Mo 

Lagrange, Mo 

Qninoy, 111 

Pabiu’s River, Mo 
Marion City, Mo.., 

Aston, III 

Booncvllle, III 

Hannibal, Mo 

Dayton, HI 

Saverton, Mo 

Salt River, Mo 

Louisiana, Mo 

Clarksville, Mo.... 

Hamburg, 111 

Gilead, III 

Riviere au Cui vre, Mo. 

Deer Plain, Mo 

lUinois Elver, XU. 
Grafton, IlL 


Ulk* ! Mllra 


8 

4 

15 


7 

4 
1 

5 
1 
1 
5 

12 

3 

2 


8 

7 

6 

16 

10 

7 
9 

10 

15 

8 
7 
5 
3 


2 

6 

•12 

6 

12 

7 

3 

7 

8 
18 

2 

12 

15 

9 

15 

12 

6 


422 

426 

441 

448 

455 

459 

460 

465 

466 

467 
472 

484 

487 

489 

494 

502 

509 

515 

531 

541 

548 

657 

567 

582 

500 

597 

602 

605 

613 

617 

623 

627 

531 

6.33 

639 

651 

667 

6C9 

676 

679 

686 

694 

712 

714 

726 

741 

750 

765 

777 

783 


PLACES. 


Sr"** 
to riwr 


Portages des Sioux, M. 

Randolph, 111 

Alton, III 

Missouri Biver, Mo.. 

Chip|)€wa, 111 

Madison, III 

Venice, HI 

: Bremen, Mo 


iST. LOUIS, Mo.... ) 
j Illinoistown, HI.... J 

Cahokia, HI 

Carondalet, Mo 

Jofierson Bnrracks.M. 
Maramec River, M6.. 

Clifton, Mo 

UarrisODville, HI 

Herculaneum, Mo 

Plattin Rock, Mo 

Selma, Mo 

Rush Tower, Mo 

P’ort Chartres, HI 

Su Genevieve, Mo.... 
St. Mary's Landing... 
Pratt’s Landing, Mu. 
Kaskaskia River, 111. 

Chester, 111 

Mary’s River, 111 

port Perry, Mo..; 

Lil)«rty, 111 

Wittemberg, Mo 

Devil’s Bako Oven.... 

Grand Tower 

Breesoville, III 

Muddy Itivor, III 

Birmingham, Mo... 
Unioq Point, III.... 
Devil’s Tea Tablo 
and Cornice Rocks 

Buinbridge, Mo 

Hamburg, III 

' Cape Girardeau, Mo.. 

Thebes, 111 ) 

New .York, Mo j 

Commerce, Mo 

.New Philadelphia, M. 

Ohio City, Mo 

Cairo, HI 

MOUTH OF OHIO 

BIVER 

Island No. 1..-. 

Norfolk, Mo 

Beckwith’s, Mo 

Baldwinsville, Mo.... 

Colmnbus, Ky. 

Hickman, Ky 

New Madrid, Mo 

Point Pleasant, Mo... 
Riddle’s Point, Mo... 

Walker’s Bend 

Little Prairie, Mo.... 
Needham’s Out-oflf 
Obion River, Tenn. 
Halo’s PoinL 


MUa>. 


4 
1 

5 
9 

10 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

9 

11 

10 

2 

3 
1 

4 

3 

4 
17 

5 
1 
2 
4 


6 

10 

9 

3 

7 

21 


7 

5 

4 

20 

44 

to 

< 

3 

IS 

7 

24 


[Gmiinued on next ^ge 


of 


liMtaM 

790 

794 

801 

806 

807 

809 

817 

819 

823 

827 

828 
833 
842 
852 
854 

856 

857 
859 
863 
872 
883 
893 
895 

898 

899 
903 
906 
910 
927 

932 

933 
935 
939 

f43 


946 

952 

962 

971 

974 

981 


1002 


1008 

1015 

1020 

1024 

1044 

1088 

1095 

1098 

1116 

1123 

1147 

a’ 


TABLES OF D 1ST AN C E S.— Continued, 


PLACES. 


#roB riMT 

I* rue*. 


) 


River Cont^d, 
Pearficid Landing, A 
Forked Doer R., Ten. 
Aehport, Tonn.. 
Osceola, Ark.... 

Plum Point 

1 Chit’kiisaw Bluff; T 

Fulton, Tenn 

lliitcbee Riv., Ten. 1 
Kundolph, Tenn... j 
Pecan Point, Ark.... 
Sd Chickasaw Bluff, T 

Oreenock, Ark 

Mound City, Ark 

Wolf River, Tenn.. ) 
llemphiB, Tenn.... > 

1‘ickoring, Tenn 

ilra 3 ' 8 un, Ark 

Norfolk, Mils 

Blue’s Point, Ark.... 

Commerce, Miss 

Austin, Miss 

St. Francis River... ) 

Sterling, Ark | 

Helena, Ark 

Yuxoo Puss, Miss... \ 

Delta, Miss 

Prier’s Point, Miss. 
Horseshoe Bend A 

Cut-off. 

Old Town, Ark 

Barney’s, Ark 

Concordia, Miss 

Montgouicry’sPoint) 

Victoria, Miss; ) 

Wliito River, Ark... 
Arkansas River... ) 

Napoleon, Ark J 

Bolivia, Miss 

Caines’ Landing, Ark 

Columbia, Ark 

I’oint Chicot, Ark.... 

fJreenville, Miss 

Worthington Land 

ing. Miss 

Grand Lake Land' 

ing. Ark 

Princeton, Miss.. . 
Bunche’s Bend and )' 

Cut-off... J 

Providence, La. 

Tallulula, Miss 

Tompkinsville. La.... 
Brunswick Land- ) 

ing. Miss J 

Campbellsville, La... 

Millikinsville, La 

Y«>ung’s Point, La. ) 
Yazoo River, Miss. J 
Walnut Hills, Miss... 
Vioksbnrgh, Miss.... 
Wjirrentown, Miss.,.. 
Palmyra Set, Miss. ) 
New Carthage, La. J 
Point Pleasant, La... 
Big Black Riv. Miss. 
Grand Gulf, Miss.. 
Bayou Pierre, Miss. 
Bruinsburgh, Miss. 

St Joseph, La. 

c J r > 


Mllr*. 


Whok 




2 1119 
4 115:1 
2 11155 

12 1167 

6 1173 
4 1177 

1187 


10 

10 

10 

27 

12 

8 

2 

0 

2 

18 

2 

6 

20 

10 

8 

6 


1197 

1207 

1234 

1246 

1254 

1256 

1262 

1264 

1282 

1284 

1290 

1310 

1.320 

1323 

1.334 


3 '1337 
10 !i 347 
30 11377 
li-; 


10 

4 

16 

13 
35 
18 

4 

4 

22 

6 

4 
10 

19 

5 

10 

14 

10 

2 

6 

10 

2 

10 

15 

10 

14 

2 

10 

6 

'M' 


1387 

1391 

1407 

1420 

1455 

1473 

1477 

1481 

1503 

1509 

1513 

1523 

1542 

1547 

1557 

1571 

1581 

1583 

1589 

1599 

1601 

1611 

1626 

1636 

1650 

1652 

1662 

1668 


PLACES. 


From Pi«r« 
to 


Mif'i River Coitl’d. 

Rodney, Miss 

Natehei, Miss | 

Vidalia, La J 

Ellis’ Cliffs, Miss 

Union Point, La 

Homochitto R. Miss.. 
Port Adams, ML<<s.... 

Red River, La 

Red River Island > 

and Cut-off. j 

Red R. Landing, La. 
Raccourci Bond and 

Cut-off. 

Tunica Bend 

Bayou Sara, La.... 
St Francisville, La 
. Point Coupee, La... 

I Waterloo, La 

Thompson’s Cr'k, La. 

Port Hudson, La 

Thomas’ Point 

Baton Rouge, La ... ) 
W. Baton Rouge, L ' 

Manchac, La. 

Manchac Bayou.... 
Bayou Ploquemiue, ) 
Plaquemine, Lu.... j 

Iberville, La..... 

Bayou Qoule, La 


1 


Bayou La Fourche, ) 
Donaldson ville. La. j 
Jefferson College, Lo. 

Bonnet Carre, Lu 

Red Church, Lo. 

Carrollton, La......... 

Lafayette City, La.... 

NEW ORLEANS 

Battle Ground, La... 
Ducro’s Landing, La. 
Fort St Leon, La.. ) 
English Turn, La.. J 
Forts St. Philip & ) 

Jackson, La j 

Mouths of the Mis- ) 
sissippi j 


ALABA3IA RIVER, 

From Mo»tgomery to 
the Qul/ of Mexico. 

Mont^mery, Ala.... 

Washington, Ala 

Lowndesport, Ala 

Vernon, Ala 

Miller’s Ferry, Ala... 

Benton, Ala..., 

Selma, Ala. 

Cahawba, Ala... 

Elm Bluff, Ala 

Portland, Ain, 

Bridgeport Ala.. 

Canton, Ala 

Prairie Bluff, Ala 

Upper Peach Tree 
Landing, Ala..... 
Black Bluff Land- 
ing, Ala., 

Lower Peach Tree 
Landing; Ala..... ! 


Mllr*. 


4 

41 

18 

3 

23 

10 

11 


4 

6 

24 

5 
5 
1 

13 
12 

15 

8 

10 

10 

14 

16 
24 
16 
19 

5 
2 

6 
6 


55 

30 


13 

10 

8 

9 

15 
26 

16 
5 

19 

16 

5 

10 

11 

IS 

6 


Who). I 


MUm. 


1672 

1713 

1731 

1734 

1757 

1767 

1778 

1784 

1788 

1794 

1818 

1823 

1828 

1829 

1842 

1854 

1869 

1877 

1887 

1897 

1911 

1927 

1951 

1967 

1986 

1991 

1993 

1999 

2005 

2010 

2065 

2095 


13 

23 

81 

40 

55 

81 

97 

102 

121 

137 

142 

152 


163 

176 

181 


PLACES. 


Alabama R, CotUin'd, 

Bell’s Landing, Ala... 

Claiborne, Ala 

Gosport, Ala 

Gainestown, Ala 

French’s Land’g, Ala. 
James’ Landing, Ala. 
Tombighee Riv. Ala. 
Fort St Philip, Alu.. 

MOBILE, Ala. 

Gulf of Mexioo 


ST. PETERS RIVER, 

From South Bend Ci- 
ty to the Mieeiteippi. 
South Bend City, M.. 

Mankato, Min 

St Peters, Min 

Traverse Dos Sioux ) 

Min j 

Le Sueur, Min. 

Henderson, Min 

Chosca, Min 

Carver, Min 

Hennepin, Min 

Mouth of St Petors.. 


ST. CROIX RIVER, 

From St, Croix Falh 
to the Mietieaippi 
River. 

St Croix Falls, Wis.. 

Osceola, Wis 

Marine Mills, Min.... 

Stillwater, Min 

Hudson, Wis ) 

Lake St Croix J 

Mouth of St. Croix... 


WISC0.\SL\ RIVER, 

From Wausau to the 
Mississippi River. 
Wausau ; or Big ) 
Bull Falls. Wis.. J 
Little Bull Falls, W.. 
Stephen’s Point Wis. 

Plover, Wis 

Fort(^ City, Wis... 
Prairie du Sac, Wis.. 

Richland, Wis 

Brooklyn, Wis 

Mouth of Wisconaiu 


ROCK RIVER, 

From Watertown to the 
Mississippi River, 

AVa ter town, AVis 

Jefferson, AVis..... 

Fort Atkinson, Wis.. 

Janesville, AVis 

Beloit 'Via 

Roscoe, III 

Rockford, 111 

Byrun, 111 

Oregon, 111 

Dixon, 111..... 

\€bntinued on next jpage!\ 


Milr». 




• 


16 


8 

24 

34 

5S 

18 

76 

8 

84 

12 

96 

12 

T06 

10 


20 



Digitized by Google 


TABLES OF DI 8 fANCES.--C<»UmMfid. 


6 



! lOtmtin'd, 

&«rUog, ni 

Lyndon, IlL ....... 

Prophetstown, 111 

Erie, 111..... 

Cftmtlen, III........ 

Kooth of Bock Biver 


1IWI RIVER. 

■v 

Frtm Iowa City to the 
IfUtittippi lliver^ 

Iowa City, lo 

Port Allen, lo.. 

Concord, lo 

‘Wapello, lo 

Koath of Iowa. 


DK I0I!IES RITER, 

From Ft. Deg Moihcb 
to the iligHigaippi. 

Fort Des Hoinec, lo. 

Dudley, lo 

Lafayette, lo. 

Bennington, lo 

Red Rock, lo 

Amsterdam, lo 

Bellefontaine, lo 

Auburn, lo 

Des Moines City, I j. 

EdJyrille, lo 

Chillicothe, lo 

Ottumwa, lo 

lowarille, lo ) 

Kew Market / 

Portland, lo., 

PbSadelphia, lo 

Pittsburgh, lo 

Keosauqua, lo ) 

Pleasant Uill, lo... j 
Bentonsport, lo.... 1 

Vernon, lo / 

Bonaparte, lo 

Farmington, lo 

Black Hawk, Mo 

Croton, lo 

Athens, Mo 

Belfast, lo 

Niagara, Mo... 

8t Prancisville, Mo.. 

Charcbrille, Mo 

'Month of the Des 
Moines 


nuneis RirEB, 

From Dreeden to the 
Miteitaippi River, 

Dresden, III 

Morris, III 

(Sarkson, III 

Marseilles, Dl 

. Ottowa, 111 

DUca, III 

Lo Salle, 111 

Peru, lU 

' Ronnepin, 111 ) 

, West Hennepin.... j 
« Henry, Hi. | 13 



35 

10 

12 

23 


14 

5 
10 
16 
12 
12 
12 

8 

2 

8 

12 

20 

6 
8 
1 


8 

5 

8 

3 

3 

5 

6 
5 
5 

14 


10 

4 
17 

9 

10 

5 

2 

17 


35 

•45 

57 

80 


PLACES. 


fl*a riv«| WlMlaf 
I* rian. tflateacr 


14 

19 

29 

45 

57 

69 

81 

89 

91 

99 

111 

131 

137 

145 

152 

157 

165 

170 

178 

181 

184 

189 

195 

200 

205 

219 

220 


lUinoia ftiver Cowt'd. 

Laoon, 111 

Chillicothe, III...... 1 

Peoria Lake j 

Rome, 111 

Spring Bay, III.,’ 

Detroit, 111 

Little Detroit, 111..... 

Peoria, III 

Wesley City, lU. 

Pekin, 111 

Liverpool, III 

Havana^ 111............' 

Bath, III 

Sangamon River..., 
Frederiaksville, III... 

Beardstowu, Dl 

La Orange, 111 

Meredosia, 111 

Naples, Dl 

Florence, 111 

3Iontezuma, III 

Bridgeport, III 

Newport, III 

Hardin, Dl 

OuiUbrd, 111 

Monterey, Dl 

Month of the Illinois 


lira. 


10 , 

31 ! 
40 i 
60 1 
65 
67 

74 

87 


MISSOURI RIVER, 

Frook the Head Wa- 
tera to the Miaaia- 
•ippi River. 

**Gates of the Rocky) 
Monntains”....... j 

Great Falls 

Mouth of TeUow ) 

Stone River J 

Sionx City, lo 

Tekama, Neb 

De Soto, Neb 

Fort Calhoun, Neb... 

Florence, Neb 

Conncil ifflnff *s Ci- ) 

^ ty, lo \ 

Omaha City, Neb., j 

Council Point, lo 

Trader’s Point, lo 

Bellevue, Neb 

St. Mary's, lo 

California City, lo. ) 

Platte Biwer. j 

PUttsbille, lo 

Plattsmouth, Neb 

Bethlehem, lo 

Kenosha, Neb 

Nebraska City, Neb.. 
Brownsville, Neb..., 

Iowa Point, Mo 

Nodeway City, Mo.. 

8t Jos^h, Mo 

Leachman, Mo 

Doniphan, Kan 

Atchinson, Kan 

Kickapoo City, Kan. 

Weston, Mo 

Ft Leavenworth, K. 
Little Platte Riv. lo. 
Parkvillef Mo.... 

• fa#**. 


6 

13 

4 

4 

7 

2 

6 

4 

7 

28 

9 

12 

IS 

3 

4 

8 
9 

7 

10 

6 

6 

8 

14 
4 
4 

13 


93 

106 

no 

114 
121 i 

123' 

12S! 


PLACES. 


Sns riM, 
w rucp. 


I 


441 

110 

675 

1075 

60 

30 

15 

10 

10 

5 
3 
2 

6 


2 

1 

1 

10 

10 

30 

40 

30 

25 

25 

8 

9 

12 


Hiaaouri Riv. Oonfd. 
Wyandotte City, K. 

I Kansas River 

Kansas, Mo 

Randolph, Mo 

Wayne City, Mo..., 
Liberty Landing, Mo 

Livingston, Mo 

Owen's Landing, Mu. 

132 i' Richfield. Mo 

139 li Sibley, Mo 

167 I Napoleon, Mo 

170 ! Camden, Mo 

188 i Wellington, Mo 

206 I Lexington, Mo 

209 I Crooked Hirer, Mo... 
213 ,| Wulcouda, Mo 
221 j I Waverly, Mo.. 

230 Hill’s Landing, Mo... 

237 |, Miami, Mo. 

247 liDe Witt, Mo.. 

253 j. Grand River, Mo. 

259 j, Brunswick, Mo.... 

267 1 1 Old JefiTorson, Mo, 

281 ]j Cambridge, Mo..., 

285 j Chariton River, Mo.. 
289 ' 


302 


441 

551 

1226 

2301 

2361 


Glasgow, Mo., 

Bluffport Mo.. 

Arrow Rock, Mo 

La Mine River, Mo... 

I Booneville. Mo ) 

I Old Franklin, Mo.. J 

; Roebeport, Mo 

I ML Vernon, Mo 

I Providence, Mo 

I Nashville, Mo 

! Moniteau, Mo 

I Marion, Mo 

, Stonesport. 

i JeffbrsonCity, Mo. 
Hibernia, Mo 


2391 I: Formosa, Mo. 


2426 

2431 
2434 
2436 
2441 ; 

2443 : 

2445! 


2406 j Osage Biver. 

2416 ! Cote Sans Dossein, 

Mo 

, Smith's Landing, 

j Mo 

Portland, Mo 
Gasconade Rireri 

I Mo 

Hermann, Mo 

Bridgeport, Mo.... 

Pinckney, Mo 

Griswold, Mo 

2446 • I Washington, Mo., 

2447 ! Ba.«sora. Mo 

2457 I South PuinL Mo.. 
2467 I, Purtmuna, Mo...., 
2497 \ ] Ml Plea-sant, Mo 
2537 I SL Albans, Mo 
2567 ; Missouriton, Mo 
2592 
2617 
9625 
2634 
2646 


:1 


1012656 
4 2660 
20 2680 
2 <2682 


Johnson’6 Ferry, M ) 
Por‘ Royal, Mo.... j 
Pittman’s Ferry, Mo. 

SL Charles, Mo 

Jamestown, Mo 

Bellefontaine, Ko.. 

Columbus, Mo 

Mottth of the Kif> 
•Qori 


1 




12 


10 

10 

6 

6 

7 

8 
6 

15 

3 

10 

20 

6 

5 

2 

25 

2 

5 

3 

5 

10 

10 


WMt 


Ulia^ 


2694 


2699 
2706 
2711 
5]2716 
1 '2717 
2727 
2737 
2743 
2749 
2756 
2764 
2770 
2785 
2788 
2798 
2818 
2824 
2829 
2831 
2856 
2858 
2883 
2866 
2'871 
2881 
289» 


6 

12 

8 

6 

2 

3 

6 

10 

6 


5 

16 

10 

6 
1 

12 

16 

1 

2 
6 

1 
8 
1 

2 
5 

18 

16 

2 


289- 

2909 

2917 

2923 

2925 

2928 

2934 

2944 

2960 

2969 

2964 

2972 

2988 

2998 

3004 

3006 

8017 

3033 

3034 
3036 
.3012 

043 

.3051 

3052 

3054 

3059 

3077 

3093 

3096 

3099 


^Continited on 


TABLES OF DISTANCES.—CoiUinued. 


PLACES. 


From fUKtf 
to FUcv. 


KASKASKIA RIVER, 

From Shrlh^vtlle to 
the MieeUtippi Itiv. 

Shelbyville, III 

Vandalia, III 

Kejsport, 111 

Carlyle, III 

Covin;rton, 111 

Kiiyettoville, 111 

Athens, 111 

Lively, 111 

Tamarnwa, 111 

Evansville, 111 

Kaskaskia, 111 

Mouth of the Kas- ) 
kaskia. i 


WHITE RIVER, 

From Worth to thi 
MinaitBippi River. 

Worth, Ark 

Johnson, Ark 

Liberty, Ark 

Athens, Ark 

.vU. Olive, Ark 

i^ylamore. Ark 

Latesvillo, Ark 

Jacksonport, Ark 

PJiznbeth, Ark 

Augusta, Ark 

Des Are, Ark 

Clarendon, Ark 

Irockett's I’luff, Ark 
\-nss Coe, Ark....,..., 
Mouth of White Eiv. 


ARKA^SA.S RIVER, 

Front Fort Gibaon to 
the Mieaitaippi R. 
.Ft. Gibson, Ind. Ter. 
Fort Coffee, Ind. Ter. 

Port Smith, Ark 

Van Buren, Ark 

Ozark, Ark., 

Koscvillo, -Ark 

Patterson’s Bluff, Ark 

Spadra Bluff, Ark 

Pittsburgh, Ark 

St. Martin’s, Ark 

.Scotia, .Ark 

Norristown, Ark... ) 
Dardenelle, .Ark — j 

Lewisburg, .Ark 

tJreene Grove, Ark... 

Little Eock, .Ark 

Straw Hat, Ark 

Pine Bluff, Ark 

Rob Hoy, Ark 

New Gascony, Ark... 

Richland, Ark 

Swan Lake, Ark 

Niccuttoo, Ark 

South Bend, Ark 

Arkansas Post, .Ark.. 

Red Fork, Ark 

Wcrlliogton, Ark 

"Konth of the Ar- ) 
lianue.,. ...V. | 

l, : 


MlUi 


Wbctic 


50 

27 

12 

U 

26 

9 

2 

.1 

20 

8 


55 

23 

25 

6 

6 

45 

35 

10 

G5 


6o 

3 

50 


100 

20 

10 

60 

12 

20 

15 

5 

10 

2 

20 

40 

18 

10 

70 

20 

12 

10 

8 

5 

10 

.30 

25 

10 

20 

SO 


50 

77 

89 

103 

129 

138 

140 

143 

163 

171 

178 


PLACES. 


Fmm ritce 
U PUc«» 


w 

dteWurr 


REI) RIVER, 

From Laneaporl to the 
MUaiaeippi Ricer. 

, Lnnesport, Ark 

j Fulton, Ark 

I Conway, .Ark.. 

I ShrevejHirt, La 

I Naohitoches, La 

I Alo.xandria, La 

i Mouth of Bed River 


55 

83 

lOS 

114 


OHIO RIVER. 

From Piltabnrgh to 
the Miaaiaaippi R. 

Pittsburgh, Pa 

.Manche.ster, P.a 

Middleton, Pa 

Sowickleyville, Pa... 

Economy, Pa 

Baden, Pa 

Freedom, Pa 

Rochester, Pa 

Beaver, Pa | 

Jacobshurg, Pa ( 


120 I ; Georgetown, Pa.. 


165 

200 

210 

275 

310 

348 

381 

389 




100 

120 

130 

190 

202 

222 

237 

242 

252 

251 

271 

314 

332 

372 

442 

462 

474 

484 

492 

497 

507 

537 

562 

5T2 

592 

622 


Glasgow, Pa 
Liverpool, 0. 

Well.^ville, 0 

Elliottsvillc, 0 

Newburg, 0 

; Steubenvillo, 0 

j Wellsbiirg, Va 

I Warren ton, 0 

: Tiltonpville, 0 

' Burlington, 0 

j Martinsville. 0 

, Wheeling, Va | 

Briflgcport, 0 J 

Bollaire, 0 

.Maunyvillo, Va 

Elizabethtown, Vu. I 

.Mounds ville > 

Big Grave Creek... j 

Steinerville, 0 

Clarington, 0 

New Martinsville, Va 

Sister.sville, Va 

Newport, 0 

Marietta, 0 1 

Muskingum River. > 

llanner, 0 J 

Vienna, Va 

Parkersburg, Va... ") 
Little Kanawha R. 

Belpre, 0 

Blannerha-ssett’s I. 

Centre, 0 

Troy, 0 

Hockhocking Riv.. 

Belleville, Va 

Murraysville, Va 

Shade River, 0 

Ravonswood, Va 

Letartsville, 0 

Qrabain’s Station, 0 

Racine, 0 

Minersville, 0 

Pomeroy; 0 


Atilm. 


1 


100 

100 

90 

100 

SO 

150 


14 

4 

4 

8 

2 

9 

7 

7 

3 

4 
1 


4 

8 

1 

8 

7 

8 
9 

12 

19 


12 

4 

5 

1 

11 

23 

6 
I 
6 
1 




100 

200 

290 

:;90 

470 

620 


PLACES. 


Frvtfi FUint 


2 

11 

13 

19 

23 

25 

29 

30 

44 

48 

52 

GO 

02 

71 

78 

85 

88 

92 

93 

91 

98 

100 

107 

115 

122 

130 

139 

151 

170 

170 

183 


185 


Ohio River Contin’d. 

Coal port, 0 

Middleporl, 0 I 

vSheflield, 0 ; 

IVest Columbia, Va... 

Cheshire, 0 

Addi.‘-'on, O 

I’oint Pleasant, Va. ) 
Groat Kanawha R j 

Gallipolis, 0 

Big Racoon Creek, O. 

Blandenburg, 0 

Millcr.sport, O 

Ila-skeliville, 0 

Ouyandotte, Va...') 
Guynndotte R., V.. 
Proclorsville, 0.,.. 
Burlington, 0 


Mtk«. 


Big Sandy River. .. ) 
Catlottsbiirg, Ky... J 

Coal Grove, 0 

fronton, 0 

Hanging Rock, 0.... 


Greennpsburgh, Ky... 

Wheelershurg, 0 

Sciotoville, 0 

Portsmouth, 0 "j 

j Scioto River, 0 | 

■ Springville, Ky J 

j Ale.vamlria, 0 

Bradford, O 

Rockville, 0 

Vance burg, Ky 

Rome, 0 

Concord, Ky 

.Manchester, 0 

Mayrville, Ky ) 

Aberdeen, 0 j 

Charleston, Ky 

Rildey, 0 

Lavana. 0 ) 

Dover, Ky. 


0 .... 


lligginsport, 0... 
Augusta, Ky...., 
Rockspring, Ky 
.Mcchunicsburg, 

Neville, 0 ) 

Fosterville, Ky j 

Moscow, 0 

Point Ploa.sant 0... 1 

Belmont, Ky | 

New Richmond, 0... 

Palestine, 0 

California, 0 1 

Little Miami River J 
Columbia, 0 


Dayton, Ky. 


1 


•Ashland, Ky. 


,0^ CINCINNATI, 0... 

Newport, Ky 

201 Licking River 

207 Covington, Ky 

208 Industry, 0 

219 Clays ville, Ky 

242 Home City, 0 

248 I North Bond, 0 

249 Great Miami River.. 

255 Lawrenceburg, la 

256 Petersburg, Ky 

[Concluded on next page.^ 


4 

5 

6 
14 

3 

10 

8 

4 

4 

6 

4 

6 

8 

3 

9 

3 

3 

H 

2 

7 

7 

7 

12 

7 

2 


4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

3 

5 

4 

11 

2 

1 


10 

2 

4 

4 

2 

2 


WtMt* 

dlMM* 

Mila. 

257 

258 

269 

262 

2C5 

269 

'213 

278 

284 

298 

301 

311 

319 

323 

327 

332 

3S6 

342 

350 

353 

362 

365 

369 

380 

382 

389 

300 

403 

415 

422 

424 

426 

430 

434 

438 

442 

445 

447 

450 

455 

459 

470 

472 


473 


471 


486 

488 

492 

496 

498 

96f 
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TABLES OF DISTANCES.— Continued. 


T • 


PLACES. 


Fram 
U riace. 


Ohio River Contind. 

Aurora, Ta. 

Belleview, Ky 

Rising Sun, la 

Millcrsburg, la 

Big Bone Lick Cr’k 

Hamilton, Ky 

Patriot, la 

Warsaw, Ky 

New York, la 

Vevay, la 

Ghent, Ky 

Carrollton, Ky 

Eentncky Biver... 

Prostun, Ky 

Xadison, la 

Milton, Ky 

Hanorcr Landing, la 

Now London, la 

Bethlehem, la 

Westport, Ky 

Charleston L’d'g, la.. 

Uti||a, la 

JeflFersonville, la 

Louisville, Ky 

Shippingsport, Ky... 

Portland, Ky | 

New Albany, Li... j 

Bridgeport, la 

BInkesville, la 

Salt River, Ky ) 

West Point, Ky.,.. J 
Brandenburg, Ky.... 

Mauckport, la 

North.ampton, la 

Amsterdam, la 

Blue River, la 

Leavenworth, la 

Predunia, la 

Alton, la 

Concordia, Ky 

Rome, la. 

Stephen sport, Ky.. 
Sinking Creek, Ky. 
Cloverport, Ky.... 

Tobinsport, la 

Ilawesville, Ky.... 

Cannalton, la 

Troy, la 

Anderson River... 

Maxville, la 

Batosville, la 

Lewisport, Ky 

Rockport, la 

Owensburg, Ky 

Bon Hiirbor, Ky 

Enterprise, la 

Point Isabel, la. 

Newburg, lo. 

Green River, Ky 

Evansville, la 

Verona, la 

Henderson, Ky 

West Franklin, la 

Nonnt Vernon, la.... 

IJniontown, Ky 

Wabash Biver 

'Raleigh, Ky 

Rbawneetown, 111 

CweyvUle, Ky 


Uitf& 


Whrto 

4lHaac« 


9 

11 

1 

10 


10 


10 


MIIm. 


12 

5 

9 

1 

2 


IS 

3 

7 

3 

ft 

2 

5 

13 
10 

12 

10 

14 

6 

1 

2 

3 

13 

9 

3 

3 

1 

13 
6 
9 
7 
5 

14 
12 
10 

5 

6 
5 

10 


502 

608 

511 

514 

523 


536 

537 

547 


557 


567 


573 
579 
585 
591 ' 
603 i 

66s 

617 

618 
620 i 


621 I 

630 I 
636 

640 ^ 

658 

661 I 

668 I 
671 I 
678 I 
680 
685 , 
698 ' 
708 I 

720 


730 

744 

750 

751 
753 
756 
769 
778 
781 

784 

785 
798 
804 
813 
820 
825 
839 
851 i 
861 
866 
872 
877 
887 


PLACES. 

\ 


fri«i ri>n' 'Vh«l, 
•e riar«. 


Mlln. 


Ohio River Contin’d 

Battery Reck, 111 2 

Cave-in-rock, 111 12 

Elizabethtown, Ilf.... 6 

Oolconda, III .1^3 

Comberlaind Biver ) 

Smitlilund, Ky f 

Tennessee River... | 

Paducah, Ky J 

Belgrade, 111 

Fort Massac. Ill 

Metropolis, 111 

Ilillaman, 111 

Wilkinsoijville, 111.... 

Caledonia, 111 

America, III 

Emj)oriimi, 111 

Cairo, III ) 

Mouth of Ohio | 


Ml'SKIMUJI RIVER, 

From Coihocton to the 
Ohio River. 

Coshocton, 0 

Dresden, 0 

Zanesville, 0 

Duncan’s Falls, 0.. | 

Taylorsville. 0 j 

Eagleport, 0 

McConncllsville, 0 ) 

Malta, 0 J 

Newcastle, 0 

Windsor, 0 

Big Rock, 0 

Beverly, 0 ) 

Waterford, 0 j 

Lowell, 0 

Mth. of Muskingum 

sciotTrIver. 

From Coluvihns to the 
Ohio River. 

Columbus, 0 

Circleville, 0 

Chillicothe, 0 

Pikoton, 0.. 

Jasper, 0 

Lucasvillc, 0 

Mouth of Scioto.... 


RE.NTLCKV RIVER, 

From Jiooneahoro’ to 
the Ohio River. 

Boonesboro’, Ky 

Cogar's Landing, Ky 
Mond.ay’s Land'g, K. 
Cumming’s Ldg, Ky. 

Oregon, Ky 

McGowan’s Ldg. Ky. 
Wilson’s Land’g, Ky. 
Sherlock’s L’d’g, Ky. 
Woodford L’d’g, Ky. 

Frankfort, Ky 

Flat Creek L’d’g, Ky 

Monterey, Ky 

Owonton’s Land’g, K 

Lockport, Ky 

QraU, Ky 


15 

12 

8 

2 

1 

8 

7 

10 

3 

8 

6 


17 

16 


11 

10 

3 

7 

S 

10 

10 

12 


26 

19 

20 
2 

10 

13 


4 

4 

10 

3 

4 
4 

4 
12 
15 

3 

5 

6 
3 


889 

901 

907 

930 

945 

957 

965 

967 

968 
976 
983 
993 
996 
999 

1005 


PLACES. 


From FUc« 
to f Uoo 


26 

45 

65 

67 

77 

90 


4 

8 

18 

21 

25 

29 

33 

45 

60 

63 

68 

74 

77 


17 

33 

42 

53 

63 

66 

73 

81 

91 

101 

113 


Kentucky Riv. Cout’d. 
Drennon’s Springs, K 
Springport, Ky.... 

Marion, Ky 

Law’s Landing, Ky.. 
Worthsvillo, Ky... 
Mouth of Kentucky. 


WABASH RIVER, 

From Lafayette to th 
Ohio River, 

Lafayette, la 

Wheaton, la 

La Orange, la 

Maysville, la 

Independence, la.... 

Atica, la 

Williamsport, la 

Portland, la 

Baltimore, la. 

Covington, la 

Perryville, la 

Vermilion River 

Lodiville, la 

Newport, la 

Montezuma, la 

.Annioeburg, la, 

j Clinton, la. 

I Numa, la 

I Harrison, la 

Terre Haute, la 

Darwin, la 

: Yorke, 111 

' lludsonvillo, III 

.Merom, lo. 

Russellville, 111 

Vincennes, la 

I Mt. Carmel, III ! 

' Oraysville, 111 

I New Baltimore, la... 
New Harmony, la... 

i Chain viile, la 

! Mouth of Wabash... 


(OBERL.VND RIV. 

From XanhvUle to the 
Ohio Ricer. 

Nashville, Tenn. 
Clarksville, Teun. 

i‘ Palmyra, 'Tenn 

Dover, Tenn 

Tabaccoport, Tenn... 

Canton, Ky 

Rockcastle, Ky 

E<ldyville, Ky 

Mth. of Cumberland 


Milts. 

8 

1 

4 

3 

4 
8 


9 

3 

5 
1 
8 
2 
8 
0 

4 
9 

10 

2 

7 

6 
2 

10 

2 

14 
4 

25 

16 

9 

8 
25 

15 
36 
45 

9 

6 

20 

40 


55 
^15 
30 

15 

16 
5 

17 

50 


TEXXESSEE RIVER, 

From \fnacle Shoala 
to the Ohio River. 

Muscle Shoals I 

Florence, Ala V 

Tuscumbia, Ala.... J 

Waterloo, Al.i. 

Savannah, Tenn 

Carrollville, Tenn 

Perryville, Tenn 

Reynoldsburg, Tenn. 
Mouth of Tennessee. 


30 

35 

35 

20 


Wbtto 

4tti 


Mllw. 


85 

86 
90 
93 
97 

105 


9 

12 

17 

18 
26 
28 
36 
42 
46 
55 
65 
67 
74 
80 
82 
92 
94 

108 

112 

1.37 

153 

162 

170 

195 

213 

249 

294 

303 

309 

329 

300 


55 

70 

100 

115* 

131 

136 

153 

208 


I- 

I 

1 


SO 

,65 

100 

120 


50 170 

110 I 286 


J 
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INDEX TO RIVERS. 


Alabama River 60 

Alleghany River 86 

Amite River 46 

Anderson River 118 

Aransas River 65 

Arkansas River 80 

Bad Axe River 14 

Bark River 69 

Bayou (soule 48 

Bayou La Fourche 48 

Bayou Pierre 40 

Bayou Plaqucmine 46 

Bayou Sara 44 

Beaver River 93 

Big Barren River 120 

Big Black River 40 

Big Bone Lick Creek. . . 112 

Big Grave Creek 96 

Big Racoon Creek 102 

Big Sandy River 102 

Big Stone River 74 

Black River, Ark 80 

Black River, Wis 13 

Blue River, Ark 81 

Blue River, la 118 

Brazos River 64 

^ Cahaba River. 60 

Canadian River 80 

Cash River 122 

Cliagres River 66 

Chariton River 77 

Cheat River . 84 

: -Chippewa River 68 

• Cleararater River 68 

' Clinch River 127 

■ Colorado River 64 

' Coosa River 60 

Copper River 20 

. Crawfish River 69 

Crooked River 77 

• Cumberland River.^. . . . 127 


rAGB. 


Gasconade River 78 

Grand River, Ind. Ter. . 80 

Grand River, Mo 77 

Great Kanawha River. . 102 
Great Miami River.... 112 

Green River 120 

Guadulupe River 65 

Guyandotte River 102 

Hatchee River 34 

Hockhocking River. .. . 100 

Hokah River 13 

Holston River 128 

Homochitto River 42 

Illinois River, 111 71 

Illinois River, Ind. Ter. 80 
Iowa River 69 

Kankakee River 71 

Kansas River 76 

Kaskaskia River 79 

Kentucky River 125 

La Mine River 77 

Lavacca River 65 

Licking River 110 

Little Blue River 118 

Little Kanawha River. . 98 
Little Miami River .... 106 
Little Platte River 76 

Makoqueta River 15 

Manchac Bayou 46 

Maramec River 26 

Mary*s River 28 

Mission River 65 

Mississippi River 9 

Missouri River 73 i 

jMonougahela River.... 84 

I Muddy River 28 

Muskingum River 124 


Bes Moines River..... 
Bes Plaines River 

Fabin's River 

False River. 

• -! False Washita River. . . 

'iFevre River 

Forked Deer River 

Fox River, 111 

'Fox River, lo 

-Pox River, Ww 

8 



70 

71 

20 

46 

81 

15 

34 

71 

18 

68 


Neasho River. . . . 
Nechea River.... 
Nueces River.... 

Obion River 

Ohio River 

Osage River. .... . 

Platte River..... « 
Ploter River.*,.. 


80 

62 

65 

32 

88 

78 

75 

68 


T*CU. 


Racoon River, lo 70 

Racoon River, Wis.... 14 

Red Cedar River 68 

Red River 81 

Rio Grande 65 

Rock River 68 

Rum River 12 

Sabine River 63 

Salt River, I^ 126 

Salt River, M^ 20 

San Antonio River 65 

Sangamon River 73 

San Jacinto River 64 

Scioto River 124 

Shade River 100 

Sinking Creek 118 

Skunk River 17 

Spoon River 72 

St. Croix River. . . ^ . 67 

St. Francis River 36 

St. Peters River 67 

Sunflower River 81 

Swan River 11 

Talapoosa River.... ... 60 

Tallahatchee River. ... 8l 

Tennessee River 128 

Thompson’s Creek 46 

Tombigbee River 60 

Trempaleau River 13 

Trinity River 62 

Turkey River 14 

Tuscarawas River 124 

Upper Iowa River 14 

Vermilion River, la. . . . 126 
Vermilion River, Min.. 13 

Wabash River 125 

W alhuunding River. . . . 124 
Wapsipinecon River .. *16 

White River, Ark 70 

White River, la 126 

Willow River ' €7 

Wisconsin River 63 

Wolf River ' 34 

Tallabusha River 81 

Yazoo Pass, or Bayou. . . '36 

Yazoo River r81 

Yellow Stone River. ... 74 


Youghioghoney River. »4 .'84 



! 
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THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER. 

The Mississippi is the largest and most magnificent river in North America, 
and with its main branch, the Missouri, the longest in the world. It takes 
its rise near the dividing ridge of the Red River of the north, and in a 
small lake called Itasca. This beautiful lake, which is some 5 or 7 miles in 
length, reposes amidst hills of marine sand, of the drift epoch, and consists of 
pure springs of water, gushing out in copious rills, within a visible basin. Its 
distance from the Gulf of Mexico, is estimated at 3160 miles. The entire alti- 
tude of the lake, as determined by Mr. Nicollet, in 1836, is 1575 feet, which is 
105 feet below the summit of its environing hills; and its latitude, at School- 
craft’s Island, the only island in it, is 47° 13’ 35” N. Lat., and it flows into the 
Gulf of Mexico in 29° N. Lat. 

The face of the country about its head, presents a very similar appearance to 
that at its estuary. It is formed of many small branches ; but soon becomes 
a broad stream, moving a wide expanse of waters, with a current scarcely percep- 
tible — sometimes along a marshy bed — through interminable swamps ; at others, 
over a white sand bottom, with its waters transparent, and at others, “ it is 
compressed to a narrow and rapid current, between ancient and hoary limestone 
bluffs. A great number of streams, rising in the same plateau, and interlocking 
with the waters of Red River, and other streams of Lake Winnipeg, unite to form 
the St. Peters and Mississippi.” The following are among the most con.sidera.blc 
of its tributaries: Rapid, St. Croix, Cannon River, Buffalo Bluff, Black, Root, 
Upper Iowa, Yellow, Bad Axe, Wisconsin, Turkey River, La Mine, Fevre 
River, Tete de Mort, Wipisipiuacon, Little Loutoiir, Rock River, locwa, Des 
Moines, Waconda, Fabian, Justioni, Oahaka, or Salt River, Boeuf of Cuivre, 
Dardenne, Illinois, Missouri, Maramec, Kaskaskia, Big Muddy, Ohio, Wolf, St. 
Francis, White River, Arkansas, Yazoo, Red River, and Bayou Sara.* 1100 
miles below its source, and 771 above St. Louis, are the Falls of St. Anthony. 
Here th3 river is about 600 yards wide, and is precipitated over a ledge' of 
limestone, 17 feet high. The scenery around the falls is grand and imposing. 
Below this point, the river is bounded by limestone bluffs, from 100 to 400 feet 
high, and first begins to exhibit islands. Its current is broke by the Rapids, at 
the mouth of the Rock river and Des Moines, which partially obstruct navigation, 
for a portion of the summer. * 

The scenery along the Upper, or Rock River Rapids, is very fine. On the 
western side, the land rises in gentle slopes, which are terminated in the distance 
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THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 


by a beautiful chain of hills. On the opposite side, a broad, flat plain, of more 
than a mile in width, and several miles in length, presents itself. The celebrated 
Black Hawk War originated in the determination of the Sacs and Fox Indians 
to maintain possession of this splendid tract of country. 

“ Below the rapids, the river assumes its medial width and character from that 
point to the entrance of the Missouri. It is a still more beautiful river than 
the Ohio; somewhat gentler in its current — a third wider, with broad, clean 
sand-bars, except in time of high waters, when they are all covered. At every 
little distance, there arc islands, sometimes a number of them parallel, and 
broadening the stream to a great width. These islands, are, many of them, 
large, and have, in the summer sea.son, an as^ct of beauty, as they swell 
gciflly from the clear stream, a' vigor and grandeur of vegetation, which con- 
tribute much to the magnificence of the river," “ Where it receives the Mis- 
souri, it is a mile and a half wide. The Missouri, itself, enters with a mouth not 
more than half a mile wid.e. The united streams below have thence, to the mouth 
of the Ohio, a medial width of little more than half a mile. This mighty 

• affluent seems rather to diminish than increase its width ; but it perceptibly 
' alters its depth, its mass of waters, and, what is to be regretted, wholly changes 

its character. It is no longer the gentle, placid stream; with smooth shores, and 
clean sand-bars ; but has a furious and boiling current, a turbid and dangerous 
mass of sweeping waters, jagged and dilapidated shores, and, wherever its waters 

• have receded, deposits of mud. It remains a sublime object of contemplation ; 
but iu character of calm magnificence, that so delighted the eye above, is seen 
no more."* The surface of the river is covered with huge boils or swells, 
which render it a matter of considerable difficulty, in some places, to navigate 

. a boat. “ In its course, accidental circumstances shift the impetus of its cur- 
rent, and propel it upon the point of an island, bend, or sand-bar. In these in- 
stances, it tears up the island, removes the sand-bars, and sweeps away the tender, 
alluvial soil of the bends, with all their trees, and deposits the spoils in another 
place. At the season of high waters, nothing is more familiar to the ears of the 
people on the river, than the deep crash of a landslip, in which larger or smaller 
masses of the soil on the banks, with all the trees, are plunged iutx) the stream. 
Such is its character, from the Missouri to the Balize — a wild, furious, whirl- 
ing river, never navigated safely. 

“ No person who descend.^ this river for the first time, receives clear and ade- 

• quate ideas of its grandeur, and the amount of water which it carries. If it 
be in the spring, when the river below the mouth of the Ohio is generally over 
its banks, although the sheet of water that is making its wa^' to the gulf, is, 
perhaps, 30 miles wide, yet, finding its way through deep forests and swamps, 
that conceal all from the eye, no expanse of water is seen, but the width, that 
is curved out between the outline of woods on cither bank; and it seldom 
exceeds, and oftener falls short of a mile. But when he sees, in descending 
from the Falls of St. Anthony, that it swallows up one river after another, with 
mouths as wide as itself, without aficcting its width at all — when he sees it re- 
ceiving in succession the mighty Missouri, the broad Ohio, St. Francis, White, 
Arkansas, and Red Rivers, all of them of great depth, length, and volume of 
water — when he secs this mighty river absorbing them all, and retaining a vol- 
ume, apparently unchanged, he begins to. estimate rightly the increasing depth 
of current, that must roll on in its deep channel to the sea. Carried out of the 
Balize, and sailing with a good breeze for hours, he sees nothing on any side but 
the turbid waters of the Mississippi, long after he is out of. sight of land. 

• “Between the mouth of the Ohio and St. Louis, on the west side of the river, 

. the bluffs are generally near it, seldom diverging from it more than 2 miles. 


• Filut's Gec^aphy. 
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riiey are for the most part, perpendicular masses of limestone; sometimes shoot* 
ing up into towers and pinnacles, presenting, as Mr. Jefferson well observed, at 
a distance, the aspect of the battlements and towers of an ancient city. Some- 
times the river sweeps the base of these perpendicular bluffs, as happens at the 
Cornice rocks, and at the cliffs above St. Genevieve. They rise here between 200 
and 300 feet above the level of the river. There are many imposing spectacles 
of this sort near the western bank of the Mississippi, in this distance. We may 
mention among them, that gigantic mass of rocks, forming a singular island in 
the river, called the ‘Grand Tower,' and the shot tower at Herculaneum. 

“From the sources of the river to the mouth of the Missouri, the annual flool 
onlinarily commences in March, and does not subside until the last of May, and 
its medial height is 15 feet. At the lowest stages, 4 feet of water may be found 
from the rapids of Dcs Moines to the mouth of the Missouri. Between that 
point and the mouth of the Ohio, there are 6 feet in the channel of the shallow- 
est places at low water; and the annual inundation may be estimated at 25 feeL 
Between the mouth of the Ohio and the St. Francis, there are various shoal places, 
where pilots are often perplexed to find a sufl&cient depth of water, when the river 
is low. Below that point, there is no difficulty for vessels of any draught, ex- • 
cept to find the right channel. Below the mouth of the Ohio, the medial flood 
is 50 feet; the highest, CO. Above Natchez, the flood begins to decline. At 
Baton Rouge, it seldom exceeds 30 feet; and at New Orleans, 12. Some have 
supposed this gradual diminution of the flood to result from the draining of the 
numerous affluxes of the river, that convey away such considerable portions of 
its waters, by separate ohauncls to the sea. To this should be added, no doubt, 
the check, which the river, at this distance, begins to feel from the reaction of 
the sea, where this mighty mass of descending waters finds its level." ♦ 

The banks of the river, from Cairo down, arc clothed, in many instances, with 
a rich verdure of trees, down to the water’s edge, interspersed here and there 
with towns and fine plantations. About 500 miles below, commences the great 
cotton growing region, and, below the mouth of Red River, the sugar plantations. 
From thence to New Orleans, the banks of the river arc lined with a succession 
of fine plantations and dwellings, delightfully surrounded with shrubbery. From 
Columbia, Arkansas, the forest of cotton and other trees presents a most singular 
appearance, being, in many places, covered with a peculiar kind of moss, which de- 
pends from the branches, in long, thick masses, and gives an almost funereal aspect 
to them. It is the moss commonly used, when manufactured, for mattreses, &c. 

A traveler, in some well written sketches, very truthfully remarks, that, “ No 
person can pass down the Mississippi, and view the immense bodies of unculti- 
vated lands, lying contiguous to its banks, without reflecting on the great changes 
which time will produce. In a century, or two at the most, the banks of the 
river will present continuous lines of cultivated plantations, similar to those on 
the coast. The lands are as rich as nature can make them, being all of alluvial 
formation ; and the soil of such a depth that there is no danger of its ever be- 
ing exhausted. When we read of the myriads of people, who formerly existed 
in the valley of the Nile, and compare tlic capabilities of the Mississippi valley 
with it, we can comprehend the great destiny, awaiting only the development of 
time, in store for this alreadj/ far-famed region." ^ 

Fort Ripley, formerly Fort Gaines, is 6 miles south of Crow Wing river, 
at the mouth of the Nokay, in Cass co., Minnesota, and 1*22 miles north 
ef St. Paul. 

Swan River, Benton co., Minn., 18 miles south of Fort Ripley. . Near the 
mouth of this river, on the east side of the Mississippi, is a small settlement. 
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Sank HapidSi coanty s^t of Benton co., Minn., 28 miles below. The vU- 
. lage is situated on the east side of the Mississippi, in the center of a Tery fine 
farming country. Population about 300. 

Benton, 9 miles below, in the same county. 

St. Cloud, 4 miles below, in Steams iso., hfinn. Pop. 3,000. 

Itasca, about 86 miles below, in Benton co., is a small village. 

Bum Eiver, 10 miles below, rises to the north of the Mississippi, in Mille 
Lacs, and after a course of about 80 miles, falls into the Mississippi at this point. 

Hanomin, 10 miles below, in Ramsey co., Minn. 

Palls of St. Anthony, 9 miles below. These falls are about 18 feet per- 
pendicular, and about 30 
rods in width, divided by , 
a conical island, leaving 
nearly two-thirds on the 
• west side. The entire fall ' 
of the river in a distance 
of a few miles, is about 
100 feet, affording almoert 
• unlimited water-power. 

St. Anthony’s Falls, Ramsey co., Minn. The town of St. Anthony is 
beautifully situated on the side and summit of a hill, rising up from a preci- 
pice, from which *a fine view of the falls and surrounding country can be obtained. 

. It is the seat of the University of Minnesota, endowed by a liberal donation of 
lands by the General Government. There are a number of stores, 2 printing 
^ ofl5.ceo, 2 hotels, a number of saw and grist-mills, and manufacturing establish- 
^ t/ / I inents. Population about 4500 . Th^ land in the. vicinity of the falls,’ consists 
f . of prairie, interspersed with openings of various extent, and is generally admi- 
rably adapted to agricultural purposes. It is also well watered by numerous 
small lakes and streams, whose never-failing springs add much to the strength ‘ 

. and fertility of the soil. These lakes and streams are well stocked with fish. 

The falls of St. Anthony were named by Father Hennepin, a companion of j 
the enterprising M. De la Salle, who, in 1680, ascended the Mississippi river aa ! 
far as the falls, and reported that he had discovered its source. The Mississippi 
river was discovered by Marquette, seven years before. 

M inn cap oils, county seat of Hennepin co., Minn., is a thriving town oppo- 
site St Aathony’s Fulls. Population about 13.obo. i 

Fort Snelling, 8 miles below, in the same county. This fort is situated I 
on the west side of the Mississippi, and at the mouth of 

St. Peter’s Eiver, (See page 67.) 

Hendota, the capital of Dakota co., Minn., is just below the mouth of St. 
Peter’s river, which must, at no distant day, bear upon its waters the valuable 
products of a fertile and luxuriant soil. Mendota contains a number of stores, 
and a population of about 1.000. 

Bt. Paul, 6 miles below, is the capital of Minnesota, and county seat of 
Ramsey co. , This is the head of steamboat navigation. St. Paul is pleasantly 
situated on a high bluff, from which a fine view of the river may be had. It 
contains a fine State House, 6 or 8 churches, a number of hotels, 3 printing 
offices, several mills, and flourishing schools, a large number of stores, and me- 
chanic’s shops of various kinds. It ia rapidly increasing in wealth, and com- 
mands the trade of a large extent of growmg country, with a soil of exceeding 
fertility. Population 20.031. 

Eed Eock, Ramsey co., Minn., 7 miles below. Its name is derived from 
t large rock, which the Indians painted red, and styled Wakon^ or Spirit-rock. 



Digitized by Qoogie 


TEE MISI^ISSIPPI RIVER, 


13 


Kcd Rock was first settled bj the Methodist missionaries, in 1837, nnder the sa- 
periutendence of the Rev. Alfred Brunson. An Indian' school was established, 
at an expenditure of 830,000; but, after a few years, the missioiK failed. Tho 
soil in this region is well adapted to the growth of corn. . 

Hastings. 10 miles below, in Minnesota. 

Vermilion, or Rapid River, enters the Mississippi 3 miles below; it rises 
in Minnesota, and flows north-east on a line nearly parallel with the St. Peters river. 

Point Douglas, Washington eo., Minn., 5 miles below. This village is 
situated on a point of land formed by the junction of the St. Croix with the Mis 
sissippi river. It has an excellent steamboat landing. 

St. Croix River, (See page 67.) 

Prescott, the county seat of Pierce co., Wis,, is just below the junction of 
the St. Croix with the Mississippi. 

Red Wing, 18 miles below, is the county seat of Goodhue co., ^linn., and 
at the upper part of Lake Pepin. 

Lake Pepin, is formed by an expansion of the Mississippi. It is about 
25 miles long, and 4 wide ; the water is clear and the current very gentle. On 
the eastern side of the lake, is the celebrated Maiden* s Rock, which rises perpen- 
dicularly 500 feet. Near the head of the lake, on the east side, is the mouth of 
Rush river, which empties into the lake ; and, on the opposite side is the Cannon 
river. The shores of this lake abound with carnelian and other valuable stones. 

Kansas, 25 miles below Red Wing, at the lower extremity of Lake Pepin, 
in Dunn co., Wis. 

Chippewa River, empties into the Missi.ssippi 1 mile below, from Wiscon- 
sin. (iSee page 68.) 

Wabashaw, in Wabashaw co., Minn., about 10 miles below the mouth of 
the Chippewa. 

Fountain City, 15 miles below, in Buffalo co., Wis. 

Winona, Winona co., Minn., 7 miles below. Pop. 7.000. 

Trempclean, 3 miles below, in Jackson co., IVLs., at the mouth of Trem- 
peleau River. Population 800. 

Minnesota City, opposite, in Winona co., Minn. 

Montoville, 5 miles below, in Trempaleau co., Wis. 

Mountain Island, is a high rocky island, and one of the most remarkable 
places cm the upper Missis.sippi, Its altitude has been variously estimated at from 
BOO to 500 feet, and, from a distance, has the appearance of rising from the 
middle of the river. It is a conspicuous and noted landmark. 

Black River, 8 miles below Montoville, rises near the center of Wisconsin, 
It is navigable for small boats about 50 miles. Before entering' the Mississippi, 
it eepanites into two branches, forming a delta of some extent. 

Rising Sun, 4 miles below, in Winona co., Minn. ' 

Brooklyn, 2 miles below. . 

• La Crosse, capital of LaCros.se co., Wis., 2 miles below, is located upon a 
beautiful prairie of the same name, at the mouth of La Crosse river, and 
contains a court-house, 2 churches, a land office, a number of stores and mills, 
aud commands a considerable portion of the lumber trade of La Crosse river 
Population about 6000. 

Rokah, or Root River, enters the Mississippi from Minnesota 3 miles 
below the mouth 'of the La Crosse. •• • - 
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Brownsville, 5 miles below, in Minnesota: 'I 

... . ' 

' Bacoon River, a small stream, flows into the Mississippi from Wisconsin, 

5 miles below. 

Bad Axe River, rises in .Wisconsin and joins the Mississippi 6 miles 
below the mouth of Racoon river. 

Battle Field, 2 miles below the mouth of Bad Axe river. In Bad Axe 
CO., Wis. 

Upper Iowa River, rises in Minnesota and flows southerly, then north- 
east, tlirough the north-eastern part of Iowa, and enters the Mississippi a short 
distance below' the mouth of Bad Axe river, near the boundary line between 
• Iowa and Minnesota. 

Lansi&g, 15 miles below, in Alamake co., Iowa. Population 2.500. 

Lynxville, 8 miles below, in Crawford co., Wis. ' 

Wexford, Alamake co., Iowa, is nearly opposite Lynxville. 

Prairie du Chien, capitol of Crawford co., Wis., is about 100 miles west of 
Madison. It is situated on the borders of an extensive prairie, and occupies 
the site of an old Indian village, from whose chief, called by the French, 
Chien, it derives its name. The town contains a court-house, a fine academy, 
and several churches. There are excellent hunting-grounds in the vicinity of 
this place. The water courses and marshes are covered Avith wild rice, which 
the Indians gather for food. Numerous mounds are scattered over the land — | 
the remains of a people whose history is unknown to us, and whose existence | 
might have been doubted, had they not, like the builders of the pyramids, left 
these unmistakable evidences of their having ‘Mived, and moved, and had a 
being.’* The terminus of the Milwaukee & Mississippi Railroad is here. Pop- i 
ulation about 4500. Prairie du Chien is 10 miles below Wexford. 

Fort Crawford, 1 mile below Prairie du Chien, in the same county. 
Fort Atkinson, Iowa, near the head waters of Turkey river, is nearly due west 
from this station. 

Wisconsin River, ’enters the Mississippi, from Wisconsin, 3 miles below. 
(See page 68.) 

Cincinnati, Grant co., Wis., 7 miles below the mouth of the Wisconsin 
river. 

Kilroy, opposite Cincin., in Clayton co., Iowa. 

Clayton, 2 miles below, in the county of same name, Iowa. Lead mines 
are worked near this place. 

Mendota, Grant co., Wis., 7 miles below. 

.Gnttenbnrg, formerly Prairie du Party 5 miles below, in Clayton co., 
lo., is a thriving village. It is situated ou a high bluff. Rich lead mines are 
worked in this neighborhood. 

Cassville, Grant co., Wis., 6 miles below. A large quantity of lead- is 
•ihipped at this point, from mines in the vicinity. Population about 300. 

Turkey River rises in Iowa, and after a course of 150 miles, passing 
diagonally through Clayton co., enters the Mississippi, opposite Cassville. It is 
not navigable for steamboats. *• 

Frankford, Clayton co., lo., is a small village at tbe mouth of Turkey river. 

Buena Vista, Clayton Co., lo., 5 miles below. 

Fotosi, 12 miles below, in Grant co., Wis., on Grant river, near its mouth, 
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Lead abounds in this region. Potosi is an important and flourisbing tovni) 
having a large trade. Population about 3000. 

Peru, Dubuqtie co., lo., 7 miles below, near the mouth of Little Mukoquettt 
river. 

Sinapee, Grant co., Wis., 2 miles below. 

Jamestown, 1 mile below, in the same county. 

Bnbaqne, capitol of Dubuque C'»., lo., 5 miles below. It is .situated on 
a gently sloping prairie, in one of the richc.'^t lead districts in the world. It 
contains a land office, 6 or 8 churches, 4 printing offices, 2 banks, several lasge 
hotels, a court-house, a number of store.", and worki-Lops of all de'^^cripti*«n^ 
The branch of the Illinois Central Railway, passing through Galena, ter.'uiu :ii.-s 
here. It is the terminus, also, of the Dubucpio & Keokuk Railroad. The town 
was settled by the French and Canadians, about 1784. Population 18.500. 

Dnnleith, opposite Dubuque, iu Jo Daviess oo., 111. 

Fevre River, a small, sluggish stream, empties into the Mississippi, from 
III, 15 miles below. It is navigable for steamboats to Galena, du*ring most 
of the year. On account of the narrowness of this stream, large boats have 
difficulty in getting up and down. 

Galena, Jo Daviess co.. III., is situated on Fevre river, .seven miles from 
its mouth. It is located near the center of a rich lead district, extending, on 
both sides of the Mississippi, from the Wi.seonsin to the vicinity of Ruck river. 
It derives its name from galena, a kind of lead ore found in the vicinity. Iu 
1822, the process of smelting was first commenced ; since that time there has 
been as high as 40,000,000 of poumls .smelted in one year. The ore lies in hor- 
izontil strata, varying in thickness from a few inches to several feet, and yields 
75 per cent of pure lead. Galena was first settled in 182G, and was then an 
outpost in the wilderne.ss. An immense anmunt of bu.siness is now transacted 
here, as it is a place of import and export for the products of a very extensive 
and fertile region. There arc several churches, 3 printing offices, a number of 
extensive nianuffictories, including mills, (flouring and saw mills,) .sheet lead 
manufactories, &c., &c. Population about 9000. The Chicago & Galena Rail 
road has a terminus here, and a branch of the Illinois Central Railroad passes 
through. 

Moselle, in same county, 6 miles below the mouth of Fevre river. 

Bellevue, nearly opposite Moselle, is the county scat of Jackson co., lo. 
It is a thriving place, beautifully situated on a high bluff. It has a fine landing, 
and a splendid farming region in the interior. 

Makoqueta River, enters the Missis.sippi from Iowa, 8 miles below. It- 
furnishes a large amount of water-power. Its whole length is about 100 milc.s. 

Fortsmoutb, Carroll co., 111., 5 miles below. ' 

Savannah, Carroll co., 111., 8 miles below, a short di.stance above the mouth* 
of Plum creek. It contains a court-house, jail and a number of stores' 
Population about 1000. 

Sabula, Clinton co., lo., 4 miles below, is a .small village. 

Lyons, Clinton co., lo., is a place of considerable business, 15 miles below. 

Fulton City, Whiteside co.. 111., is a flourishing village nearly opposite 
Lyons. Population 3.000 

Albany, Whiteside co., 111., 7 miles below, has an active trade. Population 

about 800. 

Camanclie, Clinton co., To., nearly opposite Albany, is a lively business 
place, Population about 1.300, 
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Wapiipineobn Biver, rises in the north-eastern part of Iowa, and after a' 
winding course of about 200 miles, enters the Mississippi 7 miles below Gama&che* 
It affords excellent water-power for mills. , 

Cordova, Rock Island co.,Ill., 4 miles below. 

) 

Princeton, Scott cc.,Io., 1 mile below. 

Parkhnrst, 5 miles below, in the same county. 

Port Byron, Rock Island co., 111., a small town, 1 mile below, is near the 
head of the upper rapids. Population 1.500. 

. Le Claire, Scott co., lo., 1 mile below, is a thriving village. 

‘ Hampton, Rock Island co.. 111., 5 miles below. It has considerable trade 
in earthenware. Population about 300. 

Davenport, county seat of Scott co., lo., 12 miles below, is one of the 
most flourishing cities on the upper Mississippi. It is situated at the foot of the 
upper rapids in the midst of a fertile region of country. Stone coal is found in 
the vicinity. Davenport was settled in 1837. It now contains a number of 
flouring and saw mills, over 100 stores, many important manufacturing establish- 
ments, 8 or 10 churches and 3 or 4 printing ofiBcts. Population 20.042. 

A splendid mil-road bridge crosses the Mississippi at this point. The terminus 
of the Davenport and Missouri Railroad is here. The scenery in the vicinity of 
Davenport is very beautiful. The town stands on an elevated plain with a range 
of hills in the background. 

Bock Island, is the name given a large island in the Mississippi just below 
Davenport. Fort Armstrong, an old U. S. Blockhouse in the time of Black 
Hawk’s wars is on the southern extremity of the Island, it stands upon a rock, 
near twenty feet above the surface of the river. There is a recess in this rock 
called Black Hawk^s Cavcy where, it is said, he often concealed himself. It was 
here that Col. Davenport was murdered, July, 1845, by a party of lawless wretch- 
es. The Mississippi at this point is very rapid; it falls 21 feet 10 inches in the 
distance of 15 miles. Ledges of rock extend across the river, and, at low water, 
greatly obstruct the navigation. 

The country around Rock Island is exceedingly rich. It consists mostly of 
prairie land, rising in a succession of little knolls, which at a distance, appear like 
the swells of the ocean, as it rolls about the verdant i.slands of the East. After 
leaving the river, the land rises gradually into a chain of rounded hills, thinly 
covered with trees. The Indians regard this as their promiied land. 

Moline, Rock Island co., 111., is a thriving manufacturing village opposite 
the head of Rock Island, and has considerable water-power from the rapids of 
tlie river. Population 4.000. 

• Bock Island City, 3 miles below, opposite the foot of Rock Jsland, is the 
capital of Rock Island co., '111. A number of extensive manufactories are 
carried on here, having the advantages of excellent water-power. It is the ter- 
minus of the Chicago & Rock Island Railroad. Population about 10.000. 

A fine railroad bridge crosses the river at this point. 

Rock River, enters the Mississippi 2 miles below. (See page 68.) 

Buffalo, Scott CO., lo., 5 miles below the mouth of Rock river. 

Andalusia, Rock Island co.. 111., nearly opposite Buffalo. 

Iowa, Muscatine CO., lo., 8 miles below. 

- Fairport, 7 miles below in the same county. 

Muscatine, 6 miles below, county seat of Muscatine co., lo., is one of th# 
most flourishing towns .in the State. Iowa city is 32 miles north-we'st. Musca- 
tine was laid out in 1836, being previously an Indian trading post. It is'- the; 
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ibipping point for a largo and fertile region of oountrj. • It contains a fine court* 
bouse, 9 or 10 churches, 3 printing offices, 7 hotels, a large number of stores and 
warehouses, 2 steam flouring and 2 steam saw mills. Population about 7500. 

' Fort Louisa, Louisa co., lo., 16 miles below. 

Kew Boston, 10 miles below, in Mercer co.. 111., is a thriving village 
with an active trade, it has a good landing, and is surrounded by a fertile country. 
Population about 800. 

Iowa Eiver, enters the Mississippi from Iowa, just below New Boston. 
(See page 69.) 

Keith sbnrg, county seat of Mercer county. 111., 7 miles below the mouth 
of Iowa river, is a flourishing village. Large amounts of produce are shipped 
from here. It is a good landing place. Population about 600. 

Huron, Dcs Moines co., lo., 9 miles below. 

Oquawka, capitol of Henderson co., 111., 10 miles below, is a place of 
active business. It contains 2 or 3 printing offices, a court-house, a number of 
stores, and a population of about 3000. 

Burlington, 15 miles below, is the county seat of Des Moines co., lo., and 
before 1839 was the capitol of the State. The river here is a broad and 
beautiful stream. The town is very pleasantly situated, partly on high ground, 
overlooking delightful scenery. Burlington contains a number of fine churches, 
schools, academies, &c., 4 printing offices, and a largo number of business houses, 
mills, foundries, manufactories of different kinds, extensive pork packing houses, 
&c. Population about The t( rrainus of the Burlington & Peoria Rail- 

road is here j also, the Burlington & Missouri Railroad. 

Skunk River, empties into the Mississippi 8 miles below Burlington, from 
lovra. It rises near the center of the State, and furnishes extensive water- 
power through a rich region of country. 

Foutoolue, 7 miles below, in |Iancock co.. 111., is a flourishing village, 
turrounded by a fertile country. Population about 600. 

Appanoose, 5 miles below in same county. 

Fort H*adison, county seat of Ix;e co., lo., 3 miles below. It became a 
town in 1835; since that time it has increased rapidly. The town occupies the 
site of an old fortification, built in 1808, as a defense against the Indians, who, 
in 1813, obliged the garrison to abandon and bum the fort. It contains a 
handsome court-house, a number of elegant churches, the Iowa Penitentiary, 
several spacious hotels, and is largely engaged in various branches of manufac* 
taring and trade. There are 2 or 3 printing offices here, and it is a ship- 
ping point for lai^ quantities of produce, and an extensive lumber depot. Pop- 
ulation about 4500. 

Kauvoo, 8- miles below, in Hancock co , 111., the sacred city of the Mormons, 

the most remarkable city in the Union. It is situated on a high slope, 
elevated several feet above the surface of the river. The location is one of the 
best in the West. The land was purchased by the Mormons, and the city laid 
out in 1840, under the direction of Joe Smith. It was 12 miles in circumfer- 
ence — greets regular, crossing each other at right-angles. The dwellings were 
mostly plain, with th^ exception of the Great Temple, which was one of the finest 
buildings in the West; it was 130 feet long, 88 feet wide, 65 feet to the top of 
the cornice, and 163 to the top of the cupola, and cost over half a million of 
dollars. It was designed to accommodate a congregation of 3,000 persons. The 
l^wenaent of the temple contained the baptistry, or brazen sea, in which new 
/•onverts were baptized. • This pool was supported by twelve gilded, colossal oxen, 
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nnd was designed to imitate the brazen sea of Solomon. In the erection of this 
magnificent structure, most of the male population were engaged. Each one 
considered it his duty to contribute as far as he was able, believing he was erect- 
ing a temple which would stand till the end of time. The Mormons, supposing 
themselves the true Latter Day Saints, into whose hands the earth would soon 
pass, did not, at all times, pay a due regard to the rights and privileges of others. 
This constantly brought (hem into diflSculty ; and though often in fault, yet they 
were persecuted beyond measure. Smith and others of his sect were arrested • 
and thrown into prison, where, in June, 1844, they were murdered by a lawless 
mob, without evcu the form of a trial. In October, 1848, the temple was fired, 
and soon reduced to a heap of ruins. The city is uow'in the hands of a band of 
’French Sociali.sts. Only a small number of the dwellings are occupied — the 
Mormon population, which at one time exeeeded 15000, removed to Utah, 
and built the “ Great Salt Lake City.” The present population of Nauvoo is 
about 4000. . 

The Mormons first appeared in the United States about 1830. Joseph Smith, 
their prophet, pretended to have found an addition to the Bible, engraved on 
twelve golden plates. After being submitted to Professor Anthon, and others, 
■who pronounced the inscriptions a mess of jargon, he, by Divine assistance, was 
enabled to get a correct translation, which he published under the title of the 
Book of Mormon. 

[ Montrose, nearly opposite Nauvoo, in Lee co., lo., is situated on an ele- 
* rated prairie which commands a view of the river and country for 20 miles around. 
Numerous Indian mounds, the depositories of the ancient dead, are found in the 
vicinity. This town stands at the head of the Lower Rapids, and is the place 
of reshipping in time of low water. Population about 1000. 

Kashville, Lee co., lo., is a small village 4 miles below. 

Montebello, Hancock co., 111., 6 miles below. 

Keokuk, 4 miles below, in Lee co., lo., situated at the foot of the Des 
Moines, or Lower rapids, is a place of large business. In low water large boats from 
below can not pass the rapids ; their freight is discharged at Keokuk, conveyed 
, to Montrose, and reshipped on smaller boats. The fall of the rapids is 24 feet in 
12 miles. Keokuk stands upon a limestone rock formation, which afifords an 
excellent building material. The place contains 8 or 9 churches, several acad- ' 
emies and schools, 2 printing offices, flouring mills and foundries,- and a large , 
.number of stores, &c. Population nearly 12.000. 

Hamilton City, Hancock co.. 111., nearly opposite Keokuk. 

"Warsaw, 4 miles below, in Hancock co.. 111., stands on a high bluflf at the 
foot of the rapids, near the site of old Fort Edwards. The situation is very 
favorable for trade, and a large business is done in receiving and shipping mer-. 
chandise and produce. Warsaw contains several mills, a large number of busi- 
. ness houses, and manufactories. Population about 4000. 

Des Moines Biver, cntci-s the Mississippi from Iowa, nearly opposite 
Warsaw. (Bee page 70.) 

AIe.zandria| Clark co.. Mo., on Fox river near its entrance into the Missis- 
sippi. 

Fox Biver, a small stream, rises in Davissoo., lo., and enters the Mississippi 
from Mo., about 2 miles below the mouth of the Des Moines river. 

Des Moines City, 6 miles below, in Clark co., Mo. 

' Tnlly, l^ewis co., Mo., 12 miles below, is a flourishing place. Large quan- 
tities of produce are shipped from here. It is plcasitntly situated, and contains j 
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2 or 3 cbnrches, 2 steam mills, and a number of *£tor^. Population about 800. 
liaid out in 1833. \ \ 

Lagrange, 6 miles below, in same county, i^ear the mouth of Wyacond^ 
river, is a place of considerable business. It contains several churches, a college, 
a flouring mill, &o. Population about 2.500. 

Quincy, 12 milee below, is the county seat of Adams co., 111. It is situ- 
ated on a beautiful elevation 125 feet above the Mississippi, and commands a 
fine view of the river for 5 or 6 miles in each direction. It contains a large pub- 
lic square, a good courUhouse, a land office, 8 or 10 printing offices, about 20 
churches ; 3 banks, a number of extensive mills and manufactories, and a large 
number of stores and commission houses, also foundries, machine shops, distil- 
leries, pork houses, &c. The country in its vicinity is a beautifully rolling and rioh 
prairie, and one of the finest agricultural regions in the State. Large quantities 
of produce are annually shipped from here, by steamboats and other craft, which 
can navigate the river, from this place down, at any season of the year. Popu- 
lation about 25000. Quincy is the terminus of the Northern Cross Railroad. 

Fabin’s Hiver, enters the Mississippi opposite Quincy. Near its mouth 
this river branches-^north Fabin's and south Fabin’s — the sources of each branch 
being about 150 miles from the pmnt where they unite. Neither branch is nav- 
igable for steamboats. 

Marion City, 7 miles below, in Marion co., Mo., is a thriving village and 
the shipping port for the interior. The soil of this county is very rich, and 
abounds in fine timber, bituminous coal, salt springs, and lead. 

Aston, opposite Marion city, in Adams co., 111. 

Booneville, 3 miles below, in same county. 

Hannibal, Marion co., Mo., 7 miles below, is a shipping port for large 
quantities of pork, hemp, tobacco and other produce raised in the vicinity. Stone 
coal and an excellent limestone for building purposes are abundant near the place. 
Hannibal is the terminus of the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad. It contains 
a large number of stores and warehouses, 2 or 3 printing offices and a population' 
of about 9000. 

I)ayton7*opposite Hannibal, in Adams co.. 111. 

Saverton, 8 miles below, in Ralls co., Mo. 

Salt River, empties into the Mississippi 18 miles below. Three branches 
of this river — the north, middle, and south forks — unite at Florida, Monroe 
co., Mo., about 85 miles from its mouth, and form the main stream, to which 
point it is navigable for small steamers. 

Cincinnati, Ralls co.. Mo., is on Salt river, about 20 miles below Florida. 

Louisiana, Pike co., Mo., 2 miles below the mouth of Salt river, contains 
a number of stores and warehouses, and 2 printing offices. Population about 
3,500. 

Clarksville, 12 miles below, in same county. 

Hamburgh, 15 miles below, in Calhoun co., HI., is a flourishing town. It 
has a good landing, and employs considerable capital in mercantile and manufao 
taring pursuits. Population 800. 

Gilead, Calhoun co., 111., 9 miles below, is situated a short distance from 
the river. It was formerly the county seat. Population about 800. 

Riviere an Cuivre, a small stream, enters the Mississippi, from Mo., 15 
miles below Gilead. 

Deer Plain, 12 miles below, in Calhoun co. Mo. 
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Illinais Biver, enters the Mississippi 6 miles below Peer Plain. (Sm 
page 71.) 

Crafton, Jersey co.^ 111., jnst below the month of the Illinois riyer^ is a small 
Tillage. Population about 850. 

Portage des Sioux, St. Charles co.^ Mo., 7 miles below. 

Bandolph, 4 miles below, in Jersey co., III. 

Alton, 7 miles below, in Madison co., 111., was laid out in 1818. Up to the 
year 1882, it contained only a few houses and a steam mill. In that year, the 
Penitentiary of the State was erected here. After which it improved rapidly, and 
many fine buildings were put up. It is handsomely laid out in wide, beautiful 
streets, and contains 6 or 8 churches, a lyceum and theological seminary, and a 
large number of stores, commission houses, pork houses and marufactorics. 'It 
is favorably situated for trade, and has an excellent landing. Alton is the ter- 
minus of the Chicago and Mississippi Railroad, also of the Terre Haute & Alton 
Railroad. Population about 12.000. This city is surrounded, for several miles in 
extent, with one of the finest bodies of timber in the State. Bituminous coal 
exists in great abundance only a short distance from the town. Inexhaustible beds 
of limestone, for building purposes, and easily quarried, are within its precincts. 
A species of freestone, easily dressed, and used for monuments and architectural 
purposes, and that peculiar species of lime, used for water-cement, are found in 
great abundance, in the vicinity. The corporate bounds extend 2 mile along 
the river, and half-a-mile back. The city plat was laid out, by the proprietors, 
upon a liberal scale. There are 5 squares reserved for public purposes, and a 
large reservation was made on the river for a public landing and promenade. 

Missouri River, enters the Mississippi 5 miles below Alton. (See page 73.) 

Chippewa, 1 mile below the mouth of the Missouri river, in Madison co., Ilh 

Madison, 2 miles below, in same co. 

I 

Venice, in same co., 8 miles below. 

Bremen, 2 miles below, in St. Louis co.. Mo. 


St. Louis, 4 miles below, was selected by Mr. Laclede (the manager for a 

company of merchants, who 
had obtained the monopoly 
of the Indian fur trade, on 
the Mississippi and Missouri 
rivers), as a depot for their 
merchandise. Mr. Laclede, 
after examining numerous 
points on the Mississippi, 



ft. LOUIS FBOX BLOOST BLAKD. 


foresaw and predicted the future importance of the town, to which he gave the 
name of St. Louis, in honor of Louis XV of France, and in Dec., 1/63, he had a 
portion of the ground, on which it stands, cleared, and returned to Fort Chartres, to 
make preparation for the establishment of his new colony. He was accompanied ia 
bis visit by two young creoles of New Orleans, Augustus and Pierre Chouteau, 
whom he despatched, in the February following, with men and materials to com- 
plete the settlement. During the summer of 1764, many of the French from 
the vicinity of Fort Chartres, removed to St. Louis. This emigration was soon 
checked by the cession of that territory to the King of Spain. It was not, 
however, until 1770 that Spain obtained possession of St. Louis. In 1/71, it 
contained 120 houses, mostly of stone, and a population of about 800, exclusive 
of 150 negroes ; the whites being mostly French. 

In 1780, the garrison consisting of only 50 or 60 men, was attacked by a 
large body of Indians, numbering from 900 to 1500. “The women and 
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children who* could not take part in the defense, took shelter in the house of 
Auguste Chouteau, whilst all those, both' men and women, who were within the 
palisades, eomineu(;ed so vigorous a resistance, that the enemy was forced to 
retreat. But, with their characteristic ferocity, threw themselves upon those of 
the inhabitants, who engaged in the cultivation of their fields, had not time to 
reach the palisades, and it is said that 60 were killed and 13 made prisoners. 
The year this attack took place is called by the French, “ VAnee du Grand 
Coup — the year of the groat blow.^^ 

After this, the inhabitants finding their garrison insufficient to protect them, 
sent Mr. A. Chouteau to New Orleans for assistance. Cruzat was made com- 
mander of St. Louis, and a wooden fort erected on the most elevated spot 
Avithin the city, upon which several heavy pieces of ordnance were mounted, and 
still later, 4 stone turrets were added, from which cross fires could be kept up. 
No traces of this fortification are now to be seen. 

St. Louis is the capitol of St. Louis co.. Mo., and the largest town in the 
State, situated in Lat. 38° 37' north. It rests on a bed of limestone rising from 
20 to 60 feet above the floods of the Mississippi. At this elevation an extensive 
plain opens to view. The cky extends along the river many miles. Some of 
the prominent buildings of St. Louis arc, a splendid court-house, erected at a 
cost of over half a million of dollars, the Planter’s House, United States Hotel, 
Virginia Hotel, Missouri Hotel, City Hospital, Marine Hospital, Home for the 
Friendless, Church of the Messiah (Unitarian), Catholic Cathedral, St. George's, 
Church (Episcopal), and the U. S. Arsenal. St. Louis contains about 85 
churches, of difierent denominations, the University of St. Louis, the Missouri 
University, a Mercantile Librar}' Association, in a very flourishing condition, 
with a large and increasing library and fine reading room. The public schools 
receive the special attention of the citizens; a large number of pupils are in 
daily attendance, and the seminaries and private schools are, also, well 
patronized. There are some 25 or 30 printing offices in St. Louis, a number of 
them issuing daily, tri-weekly, and weekly newspapers, with a large circulation. 
The city is supplied with water, from reservoirs, forced up from the river by 
stationary engines, and distributed through iron pipes. 

The location of St. Louis, for commerce, is second to none in the West. It 
is the center of an immense and fertile region, watered by the largest rivers in 
the world. There are a vast number of steamboats in its trade, many of them 
of the largest class, navigating the rivers from near the Alleghany to the Rocky 
Mountains, and from the northern lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. The flouring, 
the pork packing, and the sugar refining business, are carried on here very exten- 
sively, and a great number of important manufacturing establishments on a large 
scale. The terminus of the St. Louis and Pacific Riiilroad, is here ; and the 
Ohio & Mississippi Railroad, and others, have their terminus in Illinois, 
opposite. 

The population of the city has increased rapidly : in 1810, it was less than 
2000 ; in 1830, it was 7000 ; in, 1840, it was 16000 ; in 1845, 35,000 ; in 
1850, 70,000; in 1860, about 150,000; and in 1870, 314,000, 

Illinois town, St. Clair co.. 111., on the east side of the Mississippi, opposite 
St. Jjouis, is the western terminus of the Ohio & Mississippi Railroad. Popula- 
tion about 600. 

Cahokia, 4 miles below, in St. Clair co., 111., is one of the oldest settlemenfe 
in the State. It was occupied by the Caoquias, a tribe of Illinois Indians, long 
before the discovery of the Missi^ippi. The French settled on it shortly after 
La Salle descended the Mississippi, probably about the year 1683. In 1766, it 
contained 40 families, and now a^ut 50. The majority of the houses are built 
of pickets, one story high, having piaiszas on each side, and, being white-washed, 
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present a pleasant appearance. The inhabitants are principally French. 
an act of Congress, passed in 1788, a grant of 400 acres of land, adjoining the 
village, was made to each family. The situation is somewhat elevated, but un- 
healthy, and Americans seldom pass a season in it without suffering from tlie 
miasma of the surrounding ponds. Stone coal is found in the vicinity. 

Carondalet, St. Louis co.. Mo., formerly called Vide Poche (empty pocket), 
1 mile below, is a small village principally occupied by the IVench, who supply 
vegetables for the St. Louis market. It was settled in 1767. 

Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis co., 5 miles below, is one of the most exten- 
sive U. S. military establishments in the West, and has a large cavalry school 
attached, from which the mounted troops upon the frontiers are supplied. 

Maramec Eiver, rises in Crawford and Washington counties, Mo., and flows 
north-east, then south-east, and enters the Mississippi 9 miles below Jefferson 
Barracks. It is navigable some 60 miles. * ’ 

Clifton, 10 miles below, in Jefferson co.. Mo. 

Harrisonville, 2 miles below, in Monroe co.. Ill, 

Hercnlaneum, Jefferson co.. Mo., 2 miles below, is a flourishing town. There 
are a number of shot towers here, and in the vicinity, and being a principal port 
of the lead district, a large amount of lead and shot are annually exported — 
Population 700. 

Plattin Bock, 1 mile below, in same co. 

Selma, 2 miles below, in same co., has a good landing, and carries on consid- 
erable trade in lead. Shot are also made here in large quantities. Population 
about 400. 

Bush Tower, 4 miles below, in same co., is a small village. 

Fort Chartres, 9 miles below, in Randolph co.j 111., was an old French fort, 
built in 1720, as a defence against the Spaniards. . It was taken possession of 
by the English in 1765 by virtue of the treaty of Fontainbleau. It is now a 
heap of ruins. The walls are fast crumbling away, and vines and trees are 
springing up around these venerable remains. This fort was designed to be the 
strongest on the continent ; Its walls were built of solid masonry, in quadrangular 
form, 490 feot in circumference. It was the head quarters of the commandant 
in upper Louisiana, and the center of fashion in the West. 

St. Genevieve, capitol of St. Genevieve co.. Mo., 11 miles below, ispleasant- 
* ly situated, and a place of; considerable business. It exports large quantities of 
lead, iron, copper, limestone and a white silicious sand, a very fine article used 
at Pittsburgh and other places for making glass, ^t. Genevieve was settled by 
the French about 1750. .It contains the usual county buildings, and 2 printing 
offices. Population about 2000. Directly back of this town, a few miles, is 
Potosi. It is located in the finest mineral district in the United States. The Iron 
Mountain, the greatest natural curiosity in the West, is in the vicinity. This 
mountain is said to be an almost solid mass of ore. 

St. Mary’s Landing, 10 miles below, in same county, is a small village. 

Pratt’s Landing, Perry co.. Mo., 2 miles below, is a small place. 

Kaskaskia Biver , enters the Mississippi from Illinois, 3 miles below. (See 
page 79.) This is the southern terminus of the great American Bottom, which 
extends northerly, on the river, for 80 miles. 

Chester, Randolph co.. 111., 1 mile below the mouth of the Kaskaskia river. 
The town is built on an elevated bottom, and is the commercial depository of a 
I country. It is a flourishing place. Population about 
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Mary’s Eiver, 4 miles below,’ rises in Illinois and flows south-west into th« 
Mississippi. It is a small stream^ and not navigable. 

Port Perry , Perry co., Mo., 8 miles below, is a small village. 

Liberty, Randolph co.. 111., 4 miles below. 

Wittemberg, 17 miles below, in Perry co., Mo. 

Devil’s Bake-oven and Grand Tower, 5 and 6 miles below. These 
are names given to a portion of a gigantic range of rocks, rising to a considerable 
height on both sides of the river, nearly midway between St. Louis and the mouth - 
of the Ohio. The summits of this range are covered with vegetation, which 
looks smilingly down upon the water' as H dashes against its base. The cur- 
rent here is very swift; and by its force and constant wearing away of the 
cliffs, it has Sf'iparated a large portion, which stands, like a gigantic column in the 
midst of the waves. Such is “ Grand Tower,’’ which rises nearly 50 feet above 
the surface of the river. 

Those hardy boatmen, who navigated our western waters before the introduc- 
tion of steam, dreaded this place more than any other on the river. The only 
way they could ascend the river, was to pull their boats along the Illinois shore 
by means of ropes. The Indians, who were always on the lookout for plunder, 
would conceal themselves in the bushes, and, when a favorable opportunity 
offered, fall upon them. Thus many valuable lives and cargoes were lost, in 
attempting that which steam now performs in perfect safety. 

Breeseville, Jackson co.. 111., 2 miles below, is a small village. 

Muddy River, 4 miles below, rises in Illinois and flows south-west into the 
"Mississippi. It is navigable only for a short distance. 

Birmingham, 4 miles below, in Cape Girardeau co.. Mo., near the mouth 
of Apple creek, is a small village. 

Dnion Point, opposite Birmingham, in Union co., 111. 

Devil’s Tea-table and Cornice Bocks, 3 miles below, are great 
natural curio.sities. The water has worn the rocks into regular shapes, representing 
continuous rows of comice work and other architectural devices of the greatest 
beauty, which hang majestically over the river. 

Bainbridge, 6 miles below, in Cape Girardeau co.. Mo. 

Hamburg, Union co.. 111., opposite Bainbridge. 

Cape GirardLeau, in the county of the same name, 10 miles below. It has 
a number of good stores and mills, 2 academies, 3 schools, and 1 convent. Il 
ie the seat of St. Mary’s college, founded in 1830 ; which now has a president, 

6 professors, and a library of 2600 volumes. Population 3000. The country 
around it is very fertile, and thickly inhabited, for forty or fifty miles back, to 
the New Madrid settlements. 

Thebes, 9 miles below, capital of Alexander co., HI. 

New York, nearly opposite Thebes, in Scott co., Mo. 

Commerce, 3 miles below, in same co., contains a number of stores. It ha« 
considerable trade, and a fine region of country back. Population about 400. 

New Philadelphia, 7 miles below, in same co. ‘ 

Ohio City, Mississippi co., Mo., 21 miles below, is a flourishing place, 
nearly opposite Cairo and the mouth of the Ohio river. 

Ohio Elver, and Cairo — (See pages 88 and 122.) 
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Island No. 1, 6 miles below the mouth of .the Ohio, opposite which, in 
Kentucky, a short distance from the river, are the remains of Fort Jeffers<m, 
erected by Gen. George Rogers Clark, in the spring of 1780. This fort wa» 
built by order of Gov. Jefferson, of Virginia, in order to protect the navigation 
of the ]\Ii88issippi, and secure it to that State, in which this territory was then 
included. 

Norfolk, Mississippi co., Mo., opposite Island No. 1. 

Bickwitk’s, 7 miles below, in same co., is a small village. 

Baldwinsville, 5 miles below, in same co., is a small place Population 
•bout 200. 

• 

Columbus, 4 miles below, capitol of Ballard co., Ky It contains several 
extensive warehouses, and a population of about 600. Just above it are the 
Iron banks, extending along the river, on the same side, for about 2 miles. They 
derive the name from the color of the banks resembling iron rust. 

Hickman, formerly Mills Point, county seat of Fulton co., Ky., 20 miles 
below, is a flourishing town. It contains 10 or 12 stores, and commission and 
forwarding houses, 2 or 3 churches, a printing office, a large tobacco stemery, and 
a bank.' Large quantities of tobacco, corn, cotton, cattle, poultry, &c., are 
innually shipped from here, it being the depot for the products of a large and 
fertile section of country. It is the starting point for the stage route to 
Nashville. Population about ^.OOO. 

Island No. 10, 32 miles below Hickman. 

New Madrid, 12 miles below, is the county seat of New Madrid co.. Mo. 
It carries on a large trade in shipping produce, cattle, lumber, <fec. It has a 
printing office and a population of about 600.' This point was the scene of a 
violent earthquake in 1811. The following account of it is from the pen of 
Dr. Hildreth of Marietta, 0., and published in Perkins’ Annals of the West. 

The center of its violence was thought to be near the Little Prairie, 25 or 30 
miles below New Madrid — the vibrations from which were felt all over the valley 
of the Ohio, as high up as Pittsburgh. ♦ ♦ ♦ * New Madrid, having suffered 
more than any oAer town on the Mississippi from its^effects, was considered as situ- 
ated near the focus, from whence the undulations proceeded. From an eye-witness, 
who was then about 40 miles below that town, in a flat-boat, on his way to New 
Orleans, with a load of produce, and who narrated the scene to me, the agitation 
which convulsed the earth and the waters of the mighty Mississippi, filled every 
living creature with horror. The first shock took place in the night (Dec. 16, 1811), 
while the boat was lying at the shore, in company with several others. At this 
period, there was danger apprehended from the Southern Indians, it being soon 
after the battle of Tippecanoe, and for safety several boats kept in company, for 
mutual defense, in case of an attack. • In the middle of the night, there was a 
terrible shock and jarring of the boats, so that the crews were all awakened, and 
hurried on deck, with theiri weapons of defense in their hands, thinking the 
Indians were rushing on board. The ducks, geese, swans, and various other 
aquatic birds, whose numberless flocks were quietly resting in the eddies of the 
river, were thrown into the greatest tumult, and, with loud screams, expressed 
their alarms in accents of terror. The noise and commotion soon became hushed, 
and nothing could be discovered to excite apprehension ; so that the boatmen 
concluded that the shock was occasioned by the falling in of a large mass of the 
bank of the river near them. As soon as it was light enough to distinguish ob- 
jects, the crews were all up,‘ making ready to depart. Directly a loud roaring 
and hissing was heard, like the escape of steam from a boker, accompanied by 
the most violent agitation of the shores, and tremendous boiling up of the waters 
of the Mississippi, in huge swells rolling ,tlm waters below, back on the descend- 
ing stream, and tossing the boats about so'vrolently that the men, with difficulty. 
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could keep their feet. The sand-bars and points of the islands gave way, swal- 
lowed up in the tumultuous bosom of the river, carrying down with them the 
cotton-wood trees, cracking and crashing, tossing their arms to and fro, as if 
sensible of their danger, while they disappeared beneath the flood. The water of 
the river, which, the day before, was tolerably clear, being rather low, changed 
to a reddish hue, and became thick with mud, thrown up from its bottom; while 
the surface, lashed violently by the agitation of the earth beneath, was covered 
with foam, which, gathering into masses the size of a barrel, floated along on the 
trembling surface. The earth on the shores opened in wide Assures, and, closing 
again, threw the water, sand, and mud, in huge jets, higher than the tops of the 
trees. The atrao.sphere was filled with a thick vapor, or gas, to which the light 
imparted a purple tinge, altogether different, in appearance, from the autumnal 
haze of Indian summer, or that of smoke. From the temporary check to the 
current, by the heaving up of the bottom, the sinking of the banks and sand-bars 
into the bed of the stream, the river rose, in a few minutes 5 or 6 feet ; and, im- 
patient of the restraint, again rushed forward with redoubled impetuosity, 
hurrying along the boats, now set loose by the horror-struck boatmen, as in less 
danger on the water than at the shore, where the banks threatened every moment 
to destroy them by the falling earth, or carry them down in the vortices of the 
sinking masses. Many boats were overwhelmed in this manner, and their crews 
perished with them. It required the utmost exertions of the men, to keep the 
boat, of which my informant was the owner, in the middle of the river, as far 
from the shores, sand-bars, and islands, as they could. Numerous boats were 
wrecked on the snags and old trees thrown up from the bottom of the Mississippi, 
where they had quietly rested for ages; while others were sunk or stranded on 
the sand-bars and isjands. At New Madrid, several boats were carried, by the 
reflux of the current, into a small stream that puts into the river just above the 
town, and left on the ground by the returning waters, a considerable distance from 
the Mississippi. * * * The sulphurated gasses that were discharged during 

the shocks, tainted the air with their noxious effluvia, and so strongly impregnated 
the water of the river, to the distance of 150 miles below, that it could hardly be 
used for any purpose for several days. New Madrid, which stood on a bluff, 15 
or 20 feet above the summer floods, sunk so low, that the next rise covered it to 
the depth of 5 feet. The bottoms of several fine lakes in the vicinity were 
elevated, so as to become dry land, and have since been planted with corn.” 
Slight oscillations and shocks continued to be felt for years, along this region. 

Point Pleasant, 7 miles below, in the same county, is a thriving village. 
Large quantities of com are shipped from this place. 

Biddle's Point, 3 miles below, in the same co., is a landing place for 
goods destined for the interior, and for the receipt of produce. The whole 
country, for miles, along the river, is extremely rich, yielding immense quantities 
of corn. 

Walker's Bend, 18 miles below. This is simply a largo bend of the 
river, so named by the boatmen. 

Little Prairie, 7 miles below, in New Madrid co.. Mo. Population 500. 
This is the point where, it is thought, was the center of the vibrations of the 
great earthquake. 

4 

Needham’s Cut-off, 24 miles below. These cut-offs are channels formed 
by the current, in the circular bends of the river. The floods are constantly 
washing away the banks, thus opening new channels for the current. These 
frequent changes, in the channel, render the navigation of the river quite 
intricate. 

Obion Biver, rises' in West Tennessee and flows south-west into the Mis- 
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eissippi, just above Needhara^B Cut-off — its whole length is estimated at l50 
miles. It is navigable for 60 miles. 

Hale’s Point, at the lower side of Needham’s Cut-off. 

Bearfield Landing, 2 miles below, in Mississippi co., Ark. 

Forked Deer River flows from West Tennessee, and enters the Mississipp 
4 miles below Bearfield. It is navigable for keel boats, some 150 miles, tc 
Jackson. 

Ashport, Lauderdale co., Tenn., 2 miles below, near the lower end of the 
Canadian Reach. It has several warehouses and a steam saw-mill Population 200 

Osceola, 12 miles below, county seat of Mississippi co.. Ark., is a small 
village, just at the head of Plum Point Bars. 

Plum Point. — This is one of the most difficult places to pass on the 
Mississippi. From the frequent changes in the channel, bars have been thrown 
up, in which a large amount of drift has become imbedded, rendering navigation 
very difficult. Quite a number of of boats have been lost here. 

1st Chickasaw Blnff, 6 miles below. The.se bluffs, which are 4 in 
number, are merely ordinary banks, extending for a few miles along the river. 
The highest is elevated about 30 feet above high water mark. After passing 
these banks, the country bordering on the river is very low. 

Fnlton, Lauderdale co., Tenn., 4 miles below, on the lower extremity of the 
1st Chickasaw Bluff. It contains several warehouses, and a number of dwellings 
and has some trade in cotton. It is supported by a rich country. Population 400. 

Hatchee River enters the Mississippi 10 miles below Fulton. ^It rises 
in Mississippi, and flows through Hardeman and Haywood counties, Tenn., and 
is the boundary line between Lauderdale and Tipton counties, Tenn. It is 
navigable to Bolivar, the county seat of Hardeman co., about 75 miles. 

Randolph, Tipton co., Tenn., at the mouth of the Hatchee river, near the 
head of the 2d Chickasaw bluff. Large quantities of cotton are shipped from 
this place. 

Pecan Point, 10 miles below, in Mississippi co.. Ark. 

3rd Chickasaw Bluff, 10 miles below. This bluff is separated from 
the main channel of the river by a slough, which is only navigable in high stages 
of water, 

Greenock, Crittenden co., Ark., 27 miles below is a small village. Popu- 
lation about 200. f 

Hound City, 12 miles below, in same co. 

Wolf River rises in the northern part of the State of Mississippi, and flows 
in a westerly direction till it joins the Mississippi just above Memphis. It is not 
navigable. 

Memphis, 8 miles below Mound city, in Shelby co., Tenn., is beautifully 
situated on the 4th Chickasaw Bluff, just below the mouth of Wolf river. 
This spot was formerly the site of Fort Assumption, used for the purpose of 
protecting the country against the Chickasaws, to chastise whom a French army 
of nearly 4000, white, red, and black, were gathered here. They remained in a 
state of inactivity, from the summer of 1739 to the spring of 1740, during which 
time, hundreds of them sickened and died, when in March of the last named 
year, peace was concluded. ’The bluff, on which Memphis stands, is .30 feet 
above the highest floods, and its base is washed by the river, for a distance of 3 
miles, while a bed of sand-stone, the only known stratum of rocks below the 
Ohio, juts into the stream and forms a convenient landing. From the Ohio to 
Vicksburgh, a distance of 600 miles, it is the only site for a commercial mart, on 
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either aide of the Mississippi. The beautiful situation of Memphis, and its con- 
nection with a fine country, together with the great distance from any other 
point on the river, where a large city can be built, give it superior advantages. 
Immense quantities of cotton are grown in the interior country, and this is the 
principal mart and shippiug point for it. 120,000 bales are annually shipped 
from this place. It contains sixteen churches, 2 medical schools, a number of 
private schools, a large number of stores and extensive warehouses, 6 or 8 
printing offices, and a population of about 41,000. Memphis is the western 
terminus of the Memphis & Charleston Railroad. 

Pickering, 2 miles below, in same co., contains several large commission 
houses. It has an excellent landing. 

Grayson, Crittenden co., Ark., 6 miles below. 

Norfolk, 2 miles below, in De Soto co.. Miss., is a small village. 

Bine’s Point, 18 miles below, in Crittenden co., Ark. 

Commerce, De Soto co.. Miss., 2 miles below, is a small village. 

Austin, county scat of Tunica co.. Miss., 6 miles below, is a flourishing 
town. Population about 300. 

St. Francis River enters the Mississippi from Arkansas, 20 miles below 
Austin. It rises in Missouri, and flows almost parallel with the Mississippi for a 
great distance, and drains the lakes and cypress swamps along its course. Its 
whole length is about 450 miles, and for 150 miles it is navigable at some sea- 
8f»us of the year. 

Sterling, Phillips co., Arkansas, is a small trading post, at the mouth of 
the St. Francis river. 

Helena, county seat of Phillips co.. Ark., 10 miles below, is a flourishing 
town. It contains a court-house, a jail, a U. S. land office, and several printing 
offices.- In the summer of 1852, Helena was nearly destroyed by fire. Popula- 
tion about 50Q . There is a very handsome range of hills immediately back of 
it — the only ones seen along the river for some distance. Considerable cotton, 
brought down the St. Francis river, and from the interior country, is shipped 
from this place. 

Tastoo Pass or Bayon, 8 miles below, in Koahoma co., connects the Mis- 
sissippi river with the Yazoo river at this point, enabling flat-boats to pass through 
au immense section of fertile country, on the latter river, a distance of nearly 300 
miles. Extensive cotton plantations are all along the course of the Yazoo. 

Delta, capital of Koahoma co.. Miss., on the lower side of the bayou, is a 
small village. 

Prier’s Point, 6 miles below, in same county. 

^or8e-Shoe Bend and Cut-off,' just below. This is a large bend of 
the river, so called from its resemblance to a horse-shoe. A cut-off has been 
made across it. 

Old Town, Phillips CO., Ark., 3 miles below. 

Barney’s, 10 miles below, in same co. 

I 

Concordia, Bolivar co.. Miss., 30 miles below, is a small village. 

Montgomery’s Point, 10 miles below, in Desha co.. Ark., is the landing 
plate for goods destined to the White river country. 

Victoria, opposite, in Bolivar co.. Miss., is also a landinc; point for the in- 
terior country. 

It was near this point that the great De Soto first beheld the Mississippi, some- 
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where between Helena and the mouth of White river. This expedition, ever 
memorable in the history of our country, sailed from Havana on the 12th of May, 
1539. After a voyage of two weeks, the fleet landed in a small bay on the coast 
of Florida. Fired by a thirst for gold, and ambitious to be the first discoverers 
of the country, they eagerly plung^ into the wilds of Florida and began their 
search for gold. The natives opposed them at every step. In order to mako 
himself as secure as possible, De Soto always contrived to get possession of the 
chief of the country through which he was passing, whom he held a prisoner, as 
security for the go<^ conduct of his people. After wandering about for mure 
than 2 yfears, through a populous and hostile country, he at length reached the Mis- 
sissippi. He crossed the river and wandered about Arkansas, in the neighbor- 
hood of White river. Provisions failing, and suffering from the coldness of the 
winter, he again directed his course toward the Mississippi, which he reached 
about 20 miles below the mouth of the Arkansas river. The fatigues and disap- 
pointments of the expedition began to weigh so heavily on his mind, that they 
brought on a fever, which soon terminated his existence. ^ He died at the age of 
42, a stranger in a strange land. « 

• White River enters the Mississippi from Arkansas, 4 miles below Victoria. 
(See page 79.) ’ 

Arkansas River empties into the Mississippi 16 miles below the mouth 
of White river. (See page 80.) 

Napoleon, just below the mouth of Arkansas river, in Desha co., Ark., ia 
the depot and landing place for goods destined for, and produce brought down, 
that river. The U. S. Government has established a marine hospital here. Pop- 
ulation about 1100. 

Bolivia, capital of Boljvar.co., Miss., 13 miles below the mouth of Ar- 
kansas river, is a small place. 

Gaines’ Landing, Chicot co.. Ark.,* 35 miles below. 

Columbia, 18 miles below, is the county seat of Chicot co.. Ark. It is a 
very pleasant place, containing a number of stores, a court-house, and a popu- 
lation of about 400. Here commences the great cotton growing region, and the 
banks of the river are almost one succession of plantations. Just below this 
commences the growth of the Spanish moss. 

Point Chicot, 4 miles below, in Ark., was formerly the county seat of 
Chicot CO. ' 

Greenville, 4 miles below, county seat of Washington co.. Miss., is a small 
village. Population about 300. 

Worthington Landing, 22 miles below in Washington co.. Miss. 

Grand Lake Landing, 6 miles below, in Chicot co.. Ark. Grand Lake 
is a short distance back of the landing. 

Princeton, county seat of Washington co.. Miss., 4 miles below, is a 
landing point for the plantations in the neighborhood of Lake Washington, 6 
miles in the interior. It is a small village. Population about 300. 

Bnnehe’s Bend and Cut-off is 10 miles below Princeton. This cut-off 
runs through a swamp, and is but a few miles across ; while the main channel 
flows round a circular bend of nearly 18 miles 

Providence, 19 miles below, capital of Carroll parish. La., is a very hand- 
some village, and has considerable trade in shipping cotton and supplying the 
planters ia the interior. Population about 350. Just back of the town is the 
lake, from which it derives its name, on the banks of which there are a number 
of fine cotton plantations. On the opposite side of the river, is a very large^ 
fine plantation, with, a number of houses and negro quarters, giving it the 
appearance of a town. 








» 


Digitized byGoogie 


/ 


I 



Digitized by Google 




40 


THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 


Tall alula, capital of Issaquena co., Miss., 6 miles below/ is a small 
place. Population about 250. 

Tompkinsville, 10 miles below, in Carroll parish, La., is a neat little 
place, extending for some distance along the river, and containing the residence* 
of a number of wealthy planters. 

Brunswick Landing, 14 miles below, in Issaquena co.. Miss. 

Campbellsville, 10 miles below, in Carroll parish. La. 

Millikinsville, La., 2 miles below, is a large settlement of planters, with 
many fine residences. 

Young’s Point, 6 miles below, in Madison parish, Jja. 

Yazoo River enters the Mississippi, from the State of that name, nearly 
opposite Young’s Point. (See page 81.) 

Walnut Hills, 10 miles below the mouth of Yazoo river, in Warren co., 
Miss., extend along the river for about 2 miles. They rise to the height of near 
500 feet, and display the finest scenery on the lower Mississippi. They are under a 
state of high cultivation, which renders them very attractive in their appearance. 

Vicksburgh, 2 miles below, capital of Warren co.. Miss., is built on a hill, 
the highest point of which is nearly 300 feet above the river. It was settled in 
1824 by Neivitt Vick, Esq., and became a city in 1836. This City is the depot of 
all the Yazoo country.- The soil is exceedingly fertile, producing abundant crops 
of grain, cotton and tobacco. About 100,000 bales of cotton are annually ship* 
ped from Vicksburgh to New Orleans. It contains a court-house, 5 or 6 churches, 
3 academics, a theater, and several public and private schools, and 3 printing 
offices. Population about 4000. 

The city presents a fine view from the river; the location being high, and the 
houses built in terraces on the side of the hill, give the whole a beautiful appear- 
ance. A railroad extends to Jackson, the capital of the State, 46 miles in the in- 
terior. The Mississippi river is some 300 feet deep at this point. 

Warrentown, 10 miles below, in Warren co.. Miss., is a pleasant town. 
Population about 300. 

Palmyra Settlement, 15 miles below in same county. 

Kew Carthage, Madison parish. La., nearly opposite, is a small village. 

Point Pleasant, 10 miles below in Tensas parish. La. 

JSig Black River, rises in Choctaw co.. Miss., and after a course of about 
200 miles, enters the Mississippi 14 miles below Point Pleasant. It flows, mostly 
through a level and fertile region, chiefly occupied by cotton plantations. It is 
navigiible for some 60 miles. The point at which this river joins the Mississippi 
is called Grand Gulf, and the town of 

Grand Gulf, is situated 2 miles below, in Claiborne co.. Miss. It is very 
pleasantly situated, on an elevated bank, and has. considerable trade in cotton, 
and also in supplies for the neighboring plantations. It contains 2 or 3 churches, 
a town hall, a hospital, a theater, a cotton press, a steam saw and grist mill, and 
a population of about 1000. 

Bayuu Pderret empties into the Mississippi 10 miles below. Keel-boats 
can ascend it as far as Port Gibson, which is a flourishing town, 28 miles from its 
mouth. It is the county scat of Claiborne co., Miss., and contains a population 
of about 1200. 

Bruinsbmrgli, Claiborne co.. Miss., is a small place at the mouth of Bayou 
Pierre. 

St Joiseph^ capital of Tensas parish. La., 6 miles below, is a small village. 

It contains a court-house and a number of stores. Population 200. ' 
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Bodney, Jefferson co., Miss., 4 miles below, is a pleasant town, containing a 
printing office, a number of stores and warehouses. Population about 500. 

Katchez, 41 miles below, capital of Adams co.. Miss., is built mostly on a 
high bluff, near 200 feet above the river, and is the largest town in the State. 
It was founded by D’Iberville in 1700. That portion of the city on the mar- 
^ of the river is termed “ Natchez, under the Most of the heavy 

irorcantile business is done in this part of the town. The upper town stands 
on the bluff. From this point a fine view of the surrounding country can be ob- 
tained. As far as the eye can reach, along the margin of the river, it beholds 
rich and well-cultivated plantations ; while, beyond this^ mingling with the blue 
mists that float along the edge of the horizon, nothing can be seen but a bounds 
less waste of deep and impenetrable swamps. The streets are generally regular 
and broad. In 1840, a severe tornado swept over this city and destroyed a large 
amount of property. This city is one of the principal cotton ports on the Missis- 
sippi ; the streets are often rendered impassible by the piles of cotton bales wait- 
ing to be shipped. The city contains a large number of stores, 5 or 6 churches, 
4 banks, a hospital, an orphan asylum, several seminaries and public schools, a 
Masonic hall, a number of steam mills, and 4 or 5 printing offices. 

Natchez carries on an extensive inland and foreign trade: many large vessels 
come up to the town, receive their freight, and sail to foreign ports. There are 
several large founderies here, which are extensively engaged in making engines, 
cotton presses, and sugar mills. Population, about 7000. 

D’Iberville, whose name occupies a large space in the early history of our coun- 
try, and especially in those events which transpired on the lower Mississippi, was 
no ordinary man. No where did he display himself to more advantage, than in 
the discovery of the mouth of the Mississippi, the last great act in his event- 
ful life. Pc set sail for the Mississippi on the 17th of October, 1698, with' 2 
frigates, 2 small vessels, and about 200 settlers. On the 2d of March they suc- 
ceeded in entering this mighty river in two small barges; they probably pro- 
ceeded as far as the mouth of Red river, and then returned, by way of the bayou 
which bears his name, and Lakes Pontchartrain and Maurepas, to St. Louis bay. 
After building a fort, and leaving his two brothers in command, he sailed f«r 
France. 

In December, 1699, IPIbervillc returned from Europe, with new plans of co^ 
onization. In company with his brother, he ascended this great river for the pur 
pose of selecting a site for a town. When he arrived in the country of the 
Natchez, the Great Sun, their principal chief, came out to welcome them. A 
high bluff, on which Natchez now stands, was selected, and called Rosalie, in 
honor of the Countess Pontchartrain. The fort, however, was not built till 1716, 
16 years after the selection of the site. Up to this time, no permanent settle- 
ment had been made at Natchez. The few traders and hunters who had taken 
up their abode among the Indians, did not attempt to form a settlement. But 
after the completion of the fort, the tide of emigration poured in so rapidly, that 
it soon became the most important place in Louisiana. 

V id all a, Concordia parish. La., is a small place, opposite Natchez. It is 
the county seat, and contains a court-house and printing office. 

Ellis’ Cliffs is a high ridge on the exist side of the Mississippi, 18 miles 
below. They extend for several miles along the river, and tend to relieve the 
eye of the low and monotonous scenery of the lower Mississippi. 

TTnion Point) Concordia parish. La., ^ miles below, is a small town. 

Homochitto Biver rises in the State of Mississippi, and flows west into 
the Mississippi river, 23 miles below. It is a small stream, and not navigable. 

Port Adams, 10 miles below, in Wilkinson co., Miss., is a small village 
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and is considered the port of Woodyillc, a thriving town, a short distance in th* 
interior. 

Bed Biveri upper mouth, enters the Mississippi 11 miles below Port Adams. 
(See page 81.) 

Bed Biver Island and Cnt-off.— At the mouth of Red river, the main 
channel of the Mississippi makes quite. a long bend, leaving a very narrow strip 
of land between. Captain Shreve, of the United States^ Engineers, cut a channel 
across this bend, which, upon admitting the waters, soon became suflSiciently wide 
and deep to allow the largest boats to pass with ease. 

From this point, the waters of the Mississippi no longer flow in one regular 
channel; but, separating into a number of branches or bayous, they wend their 
way through lakes and swamps to the Gulf, in lines nearly parallel with the 
parent stream, thus dividing the southern part of the State into a number of 
islands. The largest of these bayous is Atchafalaya, which leaves the river 3 
miles below Red river, and pursues a southern course till it falls into Atchafalaya 
bay on the Gulf coast. At Plaqucmine, 128 miles below, there is another bayou, 
which also connects with the Gulf. At Donaldsonville, 81 miles above New 
Orleans, the justly celebrated Bayou La Fourche commences. It can be com- 
pared to nothing but a beautiful ship canal. The plantations along this bayou 
are so numerous that they resemble one continuous town stretching from one 
extremity to. the other. On the east, the principal outlet is the Iberville, which 
communicates with the Gulf, through Lakes Maurepas, Pontchartrain, and Borgne. 
The land included between these bayous is called the delta of the Mississippi. 
This land is frequently inundated, and amounts to several thousand square 
miles. To prevent these overflows as much as possible, embankments have oeen 
' thrown up along the river, called the levee. On the east side, the levee com- 
mences about 60 miles above New Orleans, and extends for near 130 ; on the 
west side it begins at Point Coupee, 172 miles above New Orleans. From this 
point down to New Orleans, the river is lined with beautiful plantations, upon 
which are many fine and costly residences. The whole has the appearance of a 
town, extending along the margin of the river. 

Bed River Landing, Point Coupee parish. La., 6 miles below, is a small 
place, where those going up Red river usually stop. 

Bacconrei Bend and Cnt-off, 4 miles below. The cut-oflf here, was 
made in 1848, by order of the State. The distance by the main channel is 
about 25 miles — by the cut-off it is only about half a mile. The width of the 
channel is 400 yards, and sufliciently dee^ to admit the largest boats. 

Tunica Bend is a large bend 6 miles below. Island number 122 is in the 
the lower part of this bend. 

Bayou Sara, West Feliciana parish. La., 24 miles below, is a flourishing town, 
and a shipping point of large quantities of cotton. The country through which 
the bayou, of same name, passes, is rich, thickly settled, .and under a high state 
of cultivation. 

St. Francisville, capital of West Feliciana parish. La., just below bayou 
Sara, is a pleasant place, being built mostly on a hill, about 1 mile from the river. 
It is connected with Woodville, a distance of 26 miles, by a Railroad. The 
portion of the town on the hill is well built, and contains several fine houses. 
Along the margin of the river, there are a number of extensive warehouses, 
from which a large amount of cotton is annually shipped. Population 500. 

Point Coupee, capital of Point Coupee parish,. La., is opposite St. Fran- 
cisville. It is a settlement of wealtJ*y planters, mostly French, and extends 
several miles along the river. At this place, the • Grand Ijevee or embankment 
commences. The tendency of the lower Mississippi to seek new channels to 
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the Gulf, has been apparent for a long time. The cut-oflfs that have been made 
above, though they have shortened the distance several miles, have, by giving the 
water a more direct course, greatly increased its rapidity, volume, and pressure 
against its banks. This is no doubt the cause of the crevasse, which has often 
been the means of destroying entire plantations, and burying villages in water. 
The land on the river from this point to the Gulf, is, with few exceptions, below 
the surface of the water, even at its ordinary stage. 

Waterloo, Point Coupee parish. La,, 5 miles below, at the outlet of False 
river. It is a handsome settlement, surrounded by rich and beautiful plantations. 
Population about 300. 

Thompson’s Greek, enters the Mississippi from the easts short distance 
above Port Hudson. Jackson, East Feliciana parish. La., is situated on the east 
side of Thompson’s creek, about 12 miles from St. Francisville. It is the seat 
of Louisiana College, founded in 1826, which has an able faculty, and about 2000 
volumes in ite libraries. 

Port Hudson, 6 miles* below Waterloo, in East Feliciana parish. La., on 
White Cliffs, is a place of considerable business, large amounts of cotton and 
sugar are annually shipped from here. It is at the terminus of the Clinton and 
Port Hudson Railroad. Population about 300, 

Thomas’ Point, is situated in an acute bend of the river, 13 miles below. 

Baton Eonge, 12 miles below, is the capital of Louisiana, and seat of jus- 
tice of Baton Rouge parish. It is pleasantly situated on the last bluff that is 
seen, in descending the river. The site is 30 or 40 feet above the highest over- 
flow of the river. The bluff rises by a gentle and gradual swell, and the town, 
as seen from the river, in the months when the greatest verdure prevails, rising 
so regularly and beautifully from the banks, with its singularly shaped French 
and Spanish houses, and its green squares, looks like a flnely painted landscape. It 
is one of the most beautiful and pleasantly situated places on the lower Mississippi. 

From Baton Rouge to New Orleans, the “ coast,” as it is called, is lined with 
as fine plantations as there are in the South. Every spot, susceptible of cultiva- 
tion, is transformed into a beautiful garden, containing specimens of all those 
choice fruits and flowers which flourish only in tropical climes. From the espla- 
nade, the prospect is delightful, commanding a great extent of the coast, with 
its handsome houses and rich cultivation, and an extensive view of the back coun- 
try at the east. 

Baton Rouge contains a fine State-house, a court-house, penitentiary, Baton 
Rouge College, 4 or 5 churches, an extensive U. S. arsenal and barracks, 2 or 3 
printing offices, 2 academies and a number of schools. Population about 5000. 
The penitentiary is a fine brick building, 320 feet long, three stories high, and 
contains 240 cells for convicts. Baton Rouge College has 4 professors, and a 
library of 10,000 volumes. 

West Baton Eonge, is a small place on the opposite side of the river. 

Manchac, 15 miles below, in East Baton Rouge parish, La., is a small 
place at the mouth of Bayou Manchac. 

Manchac Bayon leaves the Mis.sissippi at this point. About 20 miles fiom 
the river it is connected with the Amite river, and by means of Lakes Maurepas, 
Pontchartrain and Borgne, opens a communication with the Gulf. 

Bayon Plaqnemine, 8 miles below, affords the best communication to 
the rich settlements of Attakapas and Opelousas. It is navigable for small ves- 
sels for some miles in the interior, and its banks are lined with splendid sugar 
and cotton plan tuitions. 

Flaqnemine, just below,'is a pleasant town. Considerable trade with the 
surrounding plantations is carried on here. It contains a population of about 606. 
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Iberville, 10 miles below, capital of Iberville parish. 

Bayou Goule, in same parish, 10 miles below, is a stpall place. 

Bayou La Fourche, 14 miles below, leaves the Mississippi at Donaldsoa- 
viile, and flows in a direct line to the Gulf. It is very thickly settled on both sides, 
by some of the richest planters in the State. It is navigable during most of the 
year foi a distance of 60 miles 

Bonaldsonville, capital of Ascension parish, La., is just below Bayou La 
Fourche. It was formerly the capital of the State. It is pleasantly situat^, and 
*8 a place of considerable trade and wealth. Population about 1000. 

Jefferson College, founded in 1831, is a thriving institution, 16 miles 
below, in St. James parish. 

Bonnet Carre, 24 miles below, is the capital of St. John the Baptist 
parish, La. 

Bed Church, 16 miles below, in St. John the Baptist parish, 

Carrollton, 19 miles below, in Jefferson parish. La., is a flourishing town, 
7 miles above New Orleans, with which it is connected by a Kailroad that runs 
to the center of the city. The Oarrollton Gardens are much admired by all 
who visit them. They are public, and laid out with great taste. Here, among 
beautiful flowers, thick shrubbery, and finely laid out walks and arbbrs, and 
umbrageous branches of green trees filled with innumerable bright-plumaged 
and melodious singing birds of the South, one may spend a day, almost oblivious 
of the near vicinity of that great city, with its thousands of inhabitants, gathered 
from all countries under the sun. The population of Carrollton is about 1000. 

Lafayette City, 5 miles below, is but a continuation of New Orleans. The 
Railroad leading from New Orleans to Carrollton, passes through it. A steam 
ferry is constantly running from this to the opposite shore, and another to New 
Orleans. Most of the flat-boats, bound" for New Orleans, land at Lafayette. 
Population about 6000. , 
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New Orleans, 2 milesbelow, in Orleans parish, La., is situated on the Missis- 
sippi river, near the south- 
ern extremity of the Mis- 
sissippi valley, in 29° 
57' north latitude and 90° 
7' west longitude. -It is 
the great commercial cap- 
ital of the South, and is, 
by the river, about 100 
miles from the Gulf. New 
Orleans is the seat of jus- 
tice for Orleans parish. This city is built on a strip of low marshy land lying be- 
tween Lake Pontchartrain and the Mississippi river, and on the convex shore of 
a large bend, which resembles a crescent, or new moon, for which reason it is 
often called the Crescent City. The ground gradually falls back toward the lake, 
and in no part of the city is it sufficiently elevated to throw the waste water 
into the river. In time of heavy iains many of the streets are flooded with water. 
On the opposite side of the river is the town of Algiers. This place is exten- 
sively engaged in ship building; it contains several large ship yards, which em- 
ploy a great number of hands. 

New Orleans has, probably, twice as much boat navigation above it, as any 
other city on the globe. By means of the basin, the canal, and the Bayou St. 
John, it communicates with Lake Ponchartrain, with the Florida shore, with 
Mobile, Pensacola, and the whole Gulf shore. It also communicates, by means 
of the bayous Plaqucmine and La Fourche, with the Attakapas country, and has 
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many other communications, by means of the numerous bayous and lakes, with 
the lower parts of Louisiana. It« wharves may be seen, at all seasons of th« 
year, lined with all kinds of craffc,^ rough flat-boats, which have traveled from the 
Alleghanies, with lumber, or from further west, wi^ provisions, &c.; steamers, 
from the hundred navigable rivers, which flow into the Mississippi ; ships and 
other sea vessels from all quarters of the globe, here meet, to land the productions 
of all climes, and bring together the inhabitants of all countries, colors, and 
languages. The greater part of the business is traniActed between October and 
June. During the suranicr, the city is generally unjlealfchy, and is visited by 
that scourge, the Yellow Fever. During the winter and spring, the climate i» 
generally reputed healthy, and thousands, flock here from all quarters of the 
world — some for health, others for pleasure, and still more in connection with the 
immense business of all kinds which is hero transacted. The Oarondelet, or edd 
canal, runs in a line with Orleans Btreet, the center street of the city, to Bayou 
St. John. This canal is about H miles long, and from 25 to 80 feet in width, and 
from 4 to 7 feet in depth. The basin is in the center of the city, near the Catho- 
lic Cemetery. It is about 5 miles from the canal, down the bayou, to its junction 
with Lake Pontchartrain, where there is a large'dam about | of a mile in extent; 
at the extremity, there is a light house. There is another canal running through 
the city to the lake, which docs a large amount of business. The New Orleans 
and La Fourche Canal extends through Algiers to Bayou La Fourche, a distance 
of 85 miles. This is a very important work, as it brings in communication with 
New Orleans, some of the richest agricultural portions of the State. There are 
4 railroads in this city : the Orleans and Carrollton Railroad, which runs to Car- 
rollton, a distance of 7 miles ; the New Orleans Street Railroad, which starts near 
the river, in the lower part of the city, and extends to Lake Pontchartrain, a dis- 
tance of 6 miles. The third is the Mexican Oulf Railway, which starts off at 
right angles from the Pontchartrain road, at the corner of the Elysian Fields 
and Good Children streets, and runs eastward to Proctorsville, on Lake Borgne, 
a distance of 27 miles. The 4th is to Jackson, Miss.' The Shell Road is the pride 
of New Orleans. It extends to the lake. This road is made of small, white 
Bca-shells, which soon become broken and cemented together. The cemeteries 
of New Orleans attract much notice. There are several, which are laid out in 
.a handsome manner, the most celebrated are the “ French Cemetery” in the city, 
and “ Cypress Grove Cemetery,^’ about 3 miles out on the Shell Road, leading to 
Lake Ponchartrain. The taste and elegance displayed in many of the vaults, 
and the constant attention manifested, to show respect for the memory of de- 
parted friends, are truly gratifying to the finer feelings, of our nature. On ac- 
count of the marshy state of the soil, it is impossible to dig graves, as a foot 
below the surface, they would be filled with water.- To obviatp this, the tombs’ 
are built entirely above ground, and well cemented, with apeAures just large 
enongh for a single coffin, and rising up, in many instances, to the height of 
3 or 4 tiers. The walks between the vaults are covered with beautiful white shells, 
from the sea beach ; apd ulOAg.tbc edgfeil may be found almost every variety of 
shrubbery and flowers, which grow so luxuriantly in the gouth. These cemete- 
ries ace free to all visitors. ‘ ‘ v 

PUBfiic Buildings. — The St. Charles' Hotel is one of the fibest buildings in 
the. city. It was erected at a cost of nearly 8600,000. • The Veraudah, at the 
co-*ucr of £t, Charles and Common streets, is another fine building. The Munici- 
pal Hall is a beautiful marble edifice. The St. Louis Hotokis a beautiful and 
costly structure. The Custon^ HouS^ isbne of the largest buildings of the kind 
in the Union; it is built of New Ewgland granite.'^ The United States Branch 
Mint is a large edifice of the lomc ordiir, 2b2 feot'Ton^ and 168 feet deep. The 
Catholic Cathedral is al^ n largra nff’^spI^odidbuiMing. The Odd Fellows' Hall 
is a fine and extensive buildings a(sa the Merchants’ Exchange Many of the 
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oharches are oostlj and splendid edifices, ofvwkieK the city contains between 40 
and 50 of the yarious denominations, and setenal Jewish synagogues. The 
markets also deserve attention. They are conducted en a different plan from those 
of most of our Western cities. There are stands erected along the sides of the 
market-house for the sale of coffee, chocolate, cakes, pies; <kc. These are the 
boarding places of hundreds of people who wander about without any fixed place 
of residence. The city contains several public squares, which are ornamented 
with fine trees and shrubbery. There are 4 or 5 theaters here, — the St. Charles, 
the Orleans, the American, and othera. The University of Louisiana was founded 
in 1835, and has an elegant building at the corner of Common and Philippe 
streets. There are departments of medicine, law, political economy, and com- 
merce, with able professors in each.. New Orleans has a large number of excel- 
lent public schools, in which about 16,000 children annually receive instruction. 

The benevolent institutaons in New Orleans are numerous and extensive ; 
among them may be mentioned the Charity Hospital, the U. S. Naval Hospital, 
Stoners Hospital, the Franklin Infirmary. 

The city contains about 25 printing offices, some^of them on an extensive scale, 
issuing daily and weekly papers with a large circulation, several of them in the 
French language. ’ . 

The Commerce of New Orleans is very lai^, expending to nearly all quarters 
of the globe. The article of greatest value is cotton)'^ but immense quantities of • 
other produce are annually shipped — flour,r sngar, pork, tobacco, hemp, and 
numerous other articles ft’om all the north-western and south-western States. 
There are 9 or 10 well managed banks here, with a heavy jcapital. 

The population in 1850 was 126,000; id 1860, 174,000; in 1870, 192,000. 

In 1718 (Louisiana then being under the dominion of the French), colonists 
were sent from Europe, who laid out New Orleans with great ceremony. This 
colony was under the direction of John Law, the noted financier. The Missis- 
sippi company, under Law, teceived- their charter in 1717, and it granted them 
the exclusive right of trading in the Mississippi country, for 25 years, with t^ 
monopoly of the Canada 4)eaver trade. In 1718, the monopoly of trading in 
tobacco was sW granted' them. In 1719, the exclusive right of trading in Asia 
and the East Indies, and, soon after, the forming jbf the public revenue, together 
with the extenfeioti of all these rights to the yea/ 1770-— and, also, the exmusivo 
right of coining for 9 Tears. ‘ They also had the grant, formerly given to Crozat, 
but resigmcl by, him, m an exclusive monopoly of Louisiana, for 15 years, and 
the absolute owders^ip of whatever mines might be opened, for this wa.s, in fact, 
the great object of al^ thfe explorers of the Mississippi county. They relied, not 
so much on the fertility iof the soil, as the immense wealth^ that would be realized 
from the rich min^s of ptecious metals, which they bopod to find. In 1717, about 
2000 subjects of the Western Duchy, embarked from Egtope, under the direction 
of the company. In 17^, the company failed, and the Germans, thus deserted, 
dispersed into diffarent p^rtion^ of the ebuntry. Lai^e sums were advanced by 
the crown to uphold ^hfe company, and mu^ "expended 'for military protection 
against the Indians. Biit all failed to keep it up. In 1731, the governnient 
obtained a judgment lagainsi them, of twenty millions of francs, to cancel which, 
the entire property an^ privileges were re-conveyed. In 1721, the Council Gen- 
eral was removed fronS DilOxi to New Orleans 

In 1759, Great ^ritkin had over-run most of the movince of l^ew Prance, ^d 
obtained possession ef Quebec, Ticonderoga, Crown Point and l^iagara. During 
this war, Spain had formed a family compact with France, and taken sides against 
England. In 1762,, hostilities ceased betwOeu the three powers, and peace was 

- - - 10, 1763. 

along the 


restored by the i^ifiaatipii of the. treaty of Fans, dated February 
By this treaty, E^l^pid^ehtaTiied possesskm of Oalnada and all the posts 
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St. Lawrence. France also ceded to her all that portion of Louisiana, extending 
from the source of the Mississippi, on the east side, to the mouth of. the Bayou 
Iberville j thenue along the bayou, to Lake Maurepasj thence, along the center of 
the lakes, to the Gulf of Mexico, including. the port and river of, Mobile. The 
navigation of the Mississippi was to remain forever free to both powers. At the 
same time, the French King formed a secret treaty with Spain, by which he 
agreed to deliver to the Spanish government the remainder of Louisiana, including 
the Island of New Orleans. Two or three years elapsed before Spain took posses- 
sion of this valuable territory. The French population were very much dissatisfied 
at the change; and, in order to prevent an outbreak, it w,as deemed necessary to 
keep a large military force constantly at New Orleans. The laws of Spain were very 
despotic and unpopular. . Morales, the intendant, knowing that Spain could not long 
maintain her position on the Mississippi, determined to exercise his vindictive feel- 
ings against the Americans, by denying them the right to deposit goods and produce 
in New Orleans. This-, act so completely aroused the people of the western 
States, that it was with great diflGiculty that the general government was able to 
restrain them from the conquest of the country. This suspension of trade brought 
the people of New Orleans on the verge of famine. Accordingly, to modify the 
evil, without fully removing the cause. Morales issued an order, that Western 
people might have the i>rivilege of sending flour into the territory, provided they 
paid a duty of six per cent, ad valorum^ and shipped it in Spanish vessels. But 
the Americans respecfully declined to avail themselves of the privileges of this 
order. The King, however, so far revoked the acts of Morales, as to again re- 
store, in 1795, for three years, the free navigation of the river, and' the right to 
deposit at New Orleans, which continued till 1802. 

•After the overthrow of the Bourbon dynasty, the King of Spain formed a secret 
treaty with the First Consul, Oct. 1, 1800, by which he agreed to deliver witbiu 
six months, the province of Louisiana to the French authorities. In consideration 
of this act of Spanish generosity, the French established on the throne of Tuscany, 
the Prince of Parma, son-in-law of the King of Spain. Napoleon now began to 
make extensive preparations to extend his authority over this rich > and valuable 
territory. A large fleet and an army of 25,000 men were soon ready to sail for 
the Mississippi. After spending a year, in the various ports of Holland, continu- 
ally watched by the English, Napol6on determined to abandon the enterprise, and 
transfer, if possible, the territory tp the United States. Near the close of the 
year 1802, he directed his minister, M. Talleyrand, to open negotiations with 
Mr. Livingston, United States Minister at Paris. While this correspondence was 
going on, Mr. Jefierson, then President, deeming the possession of New Orleans 
and Florida of vast importance to the whole Union, sent over Mp. Monroe, with 
instructions to make some arrangement, if po^ible, for its purcha^ When Mr. 
Monroe arrived in Paris, he was somewhat surprised to find Napoleon so willing 
to part with Louisiana. The only thing then for the American Commissioners to 
arrange, was to fix the price to be paid. Napoleon wanted 125,000,000 francs; 
but the commissioners, thinking it by far to high, offered only 50,000,000. After 
some time spent in consideration, they agreed upon 80,000,000, deducting 
20,000,000 for spoliation upon our commerce. Their course was fully approved 
by the President and his cabinet, and confirmed by the Senate of the United 
States On the 20th of December, 1803, the province of Louisiana was officially 
lelivered over to the constituted authorities of the United States.* 

The Spanish government were very much displeased at this transfer of Louisiana, 
but finally, in 1804, became reconciled. Spain, however, still retained po.ssession 
of Florida till 1820, when it was purchased by the United States. Immediately 
after the United States obtained possession of Louisiana, it was formed into a 
territorial government. In 1811, the people were authorized by Congress to 

■' ■ ■ ■ ' ' ■ I y .1 ■ . ■■ ' 

*See American State Papers. Also, Martin’s Louisiana. 


Digitized by Google 



Digitized byGoogie 


66 


TUE MISSISSIPPI RIVER, 


form a State constitution; and in 1812, Louisiana was admitted into the Union, 
with full privileges, as a sister State of this Great Western Republic. In 1812, 
war was declared between England and the United States, and the British Min- 
istry, resolved, if possible, to possess themselves of New Orleans, and thereby 
control the entire navigation of the Mississippi. New Orleans was in imminent 
danger; the city was without defenses, and the Spaniards at Mobile and Pensa- 
cola, were ready to receive a British army with open arras. .This state of things, 
was repeatedly urged upon the consideration of the President and his Cabinet, but 
nothing was done, till the arrival of General Jackson, in the autumn of 1814. 

On the 12th of December, 1814, the British fleet made its appearance off Cat 
Island, near the entrance of Lake Borgne. Commodore Patterson dispatched a 
flotilla of 5 gun-boats, to observe the movements of the enemy, and check, if pos- 
sible, his advance. On the 14th, the boats were attacked by a superior force of 
43 barges, and 1200 men ; and, after a gallant struggle of one hour, they were 
overpowered and compelled to surrender. In this engagement, the Americans 
lost but 6 killed and 35 wounded, while the British loss could not have been less 
than 300 in killed and wounded. 

General Jackson, on reviewing the militia and defenses of the city, found it 
necessary to proclaim martial law, which no doubt saved the city. This measure 
was very much opposed at the time. Judge Hall took upon himself the respon- 
sibility to impose upon the General, after the battle, a fine of 61000, in 
consequence of the suspension of the habeas corpus act. The Judge under- 
took to interfere with the military arrests, and Jackson ordered him beyond 
tbe limits of the camp. This fine, which the General promptly paid from his own 
resources, was refunded by Congress with interest, a short time before his death. 

On the 22d, a division of the British army, under Gleneral Keane, succeeded 
in passing from Lake Borgne into Bayou Bienvenu. The British, supposing them- 
selves perfectly secure, concluded to encamp near the banks of the river. The 
American general determined to attack them in their new position. He ac- 
cordingly collected his whole force, which was less than 2000, and marched 
to attack the English, who were not less than 3000 strong. The schooner Caro- 
line, and the Louisiana, were sent down the river, with orders to commence the 
attack when the proper signal should be given. The action commenced at half- 
past seven in the evening, by a heavy discharge of grape and canister, which 
was the first warning the enemy had of the approach of the American army. 
Jackson commanded here in person ; and so complete was the surprise of the 
enemy, that hundreds were cut down, without even an opportunity of offer- 
ing any resistance. The British lost nearly 400, in killed, wounded, and 
prisoners. " 

General Jackson fell back within 5 or 6 miles of the city ; where he com- 
menced fortifying himself on a narrow strip of land, lying between a low swamp 
and the river. The General determined to build a breastwork of cotton- bales and 
earth, extending from the swamp to the river, a distance of nearly a mile. Ho 
accordingly ordered all the drays and wagons in the city, to haul the cotton from 
the warehouses ; which orders they were compelled to obey, at the peril of their 
lives The front of this cotton breastwork was protected by a deep ditch, filled 
with water. On the 28th, a' skirmish occurred a short distance from the Ameri- 
can lines, which lasted several hours; in this the English lost about 250, and 
the Americans only 7.* 

The British army under ^ Packingham, encamped near the American lines, 
waiting several d^ys for reinforcements. The Americans numbered 6000, 
and the British 15,000. At length the anxious night of the 7th had passed away, 
and the dawn of the glorious 8th, had just shed its mellow light on the extendeil 

- — ■ - • ^ 

s •^ee ^reckenridge' History jof the War. 
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lines of the two reposing armies. Packingham, after sending 800 of his men, 

mobile^ under Colonel Thorton, 


mobile 4 

on the opposite side of 
the river, arranged the 
remainder of his army 
into two divisions, of 60 
deep ; the right under 
General Gibbs, and the 
left under Gen. Keane. 
The English moved 
slowly to the attack ; 
but when within a short 
distance, the batteries 
along the American linos 
opened upon them such 
a destructive fire, that 
their ranks were broken 
almost as fast as they 
were closed up. But 
when they came within 
reach of the muskets, the 
whole American line 
opened upon them such 
a discharge of musketry, 
that they soon retired in confusion from the field. PacVlngham was killed in front of 
his troops, endeavoring to encourage them by his presence. The officers succeeded 
jn bringing the troops to a second attack, but this was even more disastrous 
than the first. They soon gave way, leaving more than 2.000 lying on the field, 
killed and wounded. The American loss was only 7 killed and 6 wounded. 

The battle of New Orleans, one of the most important in the history of our 
country, was the closing scene of the war of 1812. 

Battle Ground, 6 miles below New Orleans. 

Ducro*s Landing, is 6 miles below. The Mexican Gulf Railway here 
diverges and crosses to Lake Borgne 

Port St. Leon is on the Mississippi, 5 miles below. 

English Turn, is a bend in the river, opposite Fort St. Lron It is the 
point where the English vessels, sent to explore and take possesf'i''P of the 
Mississippi, met the French, who informed them that they were in the dominions 
of his majesty, the King of France, and unless they retreated, the large force, 
which they alleged was but a short distance up the river, would be brougkt 
against them. The English reluctantly turned, and sailed down the river. 

Forts St. Philip and Jackson, are on opposite sides of the Missiwi^vi, 
55 miles below English Turn. 



MAP OF THX TICIKTTT OP NSW ORUEAK8. 


The Months of the Mississippi, 30 miles below. We have ncf* 
. arrived at the point where this mighty river, separating into a number of branches 
resembling a large hand with extended fingers, discharges its waters into the Gulf, 
The sediment which is annually deposited in the Gulf of Mexico, is about j}^ 
of the quantity of water by weight. 

The North-east Pass, latitude 29° 7' N., and longitude 89° 10' W., is the prin- 
cipal pass. The word Balize, means a level.. At the mouth of the pass, there is 
a small settlement of pilots, known as the Balize settlement. The other passes, 
are the Outlet Pass, the South-east, the South, the South-west, and the West. 
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ROUTES ON THE GULF OF MEXICO. 


THE ALABAMA BIVEE 


lOS^^ 



Is formed by tbe junction of the Talapoosa and Coosa rivers, about X0 miles 
above Montgomery, Ala. The Talapoosa takes its rise in Paulding co., G^a., 
about 250 miles from its mouth. It is navi^ble about 40 miles, for small 
steamers. The Coosa rises in Georgia, also } lengA some 350 miles, and navi- 
gable for small boats, about 175 miles from its junction with the Talapoosa. * 

The Alabama is a very crooked stream, but is navigable at all seasons for the 
largest class of boats, except in times of great drought. ' Its whole length is near 
340 miles. The country through which it runs is exceedingly rich, occupied by 
extensive cotton plantations, and large tracts of valuable timber. It enters 
Mobile bay, at the city of Mobile, in lat. 30® 41'. 

Montgomery, capital of the State of Alabama, and county seat of Mont- 
gomery co., is a thriving city, beautifully situated in a healthy and fertile region. 
It has an extensive trade, and fine facilities for reaching important points in tbe 
surrounding country. The terminus of the Montgomery and West Point Railroad 
is here. About 80,000 bales of cotton are annually shipped from Montgomery. 
Population about 7600 . 

W ashington , 13 miles below, in Autauga oo., is a small village. ' 

Lowndesport, 10 miles below, in same co. 

Vernon, In same co., 8 miles below. 

Miller’s Ferry, 9 miles below. 

Benton, Lowndes co., 15 miles below, is a thriving town and has an active 
trade. Population about 500. 

Selma, 26 miles below, in Dallas co., is a &)urishing town, situated in a 
populous and fertile region, and has a large business. It contains 3 or 4 
churches and a printing office. Population ab^out 1600 . The terminus of the 
Alabama and Tennessee Railroad is here. 


Cahawba, 16 miles below, is the county seat of Dallas cp., just below the 
mouth of Cahawba river, and a place of considerable trade. It contains the usual 
county buildings, several churches, 2 printing offices, and a U. S.. land office. 
The Cahawba river is navigable for small steamers about 100 miles. It passes 
through the Alabama coal field. 

Elm Bluff, 5 miles below. 

Portland, 19 miles below, in Dallas co. 

Bridgeport, 16 miles below. ^ 

Canton, Wilcox co., 5 miles below. 

Prairie Bluff, 10 miles below, in same co. 

Upper Peachtree Landing, 11 miles below. 

Black Bluff Landing, 13 miles below. 

Lower Peachtree Landing, 6 miles below. 

Bell’s Landing, Monroe co., 16 miles below, is a small village. 

Claiborne, 22 miles below, is the capital of Monroe co. 

Gosport, Clarke co., 7 miles below, is a small place. 

Oainestown, 9 miles below, in same co., is a landing place. 

French’s Landing, 8 miles below. 

James’ Landing, 6 miles below. 

Tomb igbee River, enters the Alabama 40 miles below. This river takes 
its rise in the north-eastern part of Mississippi, and is over 400 miles iu length. It 
is navigable for nearly 300 miles from its mouth. It flows, mostly, through a 
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level, fertile country, much of which is occupied by' cotton plantations. There 
are many important towns on the Tombigbee River, a f6w of which are : FvUouy 
Aherdeeny and Columbus, Miss., and PickensvUle, Gainesville, and Demopolxs, 
Alabama. / 

Fort St. Philip, 22 miles below the mouth of Tombigbee river. 

Mobile, capital of Mobile co., Ala., 22 miles below, at the mouth of the 
river, near its entrance into the bay of same nanae, 30 miles from the Gulf of 
Mexico, and 167 miles from New Orleans. Lat. 30® 41' north. It is the com- 
mercial capital of the State, and next to New Orleans, the greatest cotton market 
in the Union — nearly 600,000 bales have been' exported in. a single year. The 
situation is considered very healthy, being built on a plain that rises near 1 5 feet 
above tide water. The breezes from the sea render the atmosphere pure, which, 
together with the climate, make it the resort of a great number of invalids, from 
various parts of the world. The city is supplied with water brought from a 
neighboring hill, and distributed through the town in Iron pipes. Mobile contains 
a naval hospital, city hospital, 3 or 4 banks, a theater. Burton Academy, several 
churches and 6 printing offices^ ’ 

About 2 miles from Mobile, is Spring Hill College, incorporated in 1830. 
The Bay of Mobile, is the outlet of one of the most prolific cotton-growing 
regions in the South. / 

Mobile is the terminus of the Ohio and Mobile Railroad. Population of the 
city in *1860, 20,515; 1870, 32,000. .* y 

Pensacola, capital of Escambia co.j^Flofida, is situated on Pensacola bay, 
10 miles from the sea, and 64 miles east fro^ Mobile. The town is built on a 
sandy plain, about 40 feet above the waters of the bay. It is regularly laid out, 
and contains a court-house, custom-house, and 2 public squares. Population about 
^ #4)000. 8 miles below the city, there is a United States Navy 5Tard, which 

covers 80 acres of ground. 

THE SABINE EIVEE 

Takes its rise in Hunt co., Texas, and runs in a south-easterly direction, to 
the eastern boundary of the State, from which point it runs in a southerly course, 
being the boundary between Louisiana and Texas, 'and empties (through Sabine 
lake) into the Gulf of Mexico. Its whole lcn|^h is about 500 miles. It is 
shallow at its mouth, but is navigable, during high water, for small boats, foi 
some distance. / . 

The principal towns on the Sabine river are Lo^ansport, in Dc Soto parish. La 
Hamilton, below, in Shelby co., Texas. Sabinetown, Sabine co., Texas, (a 
shipping point for cotton, &c.) Belgrade, l^ewton co., Texas.; Salmi, in same 
00 . Madison, Jefferson co., Texas, (near the head of Sabine lake.) 

THE NE^HES RIVER 

Rises in Van Zandt co., Texas, and enters Slibine lake near its upper extremity 
It is navigable, for small steamers, about 100 miles, in high water. 

S a m p t e r is on the Ncches river, in Trinity co., Texas. Woodville, below^ 
is the capital of Tyler co., Texas. Beaumont, county seat of Jefferson co., Texas, 
and about 28 miles above the' mouth of the Neches river. Immense numbers oi • 
cattle and horses range over the prairies in this part of Texas. 

Sabine City, is situated on’ the west side of the outlet of Sabine lake, 
about 6 miles from the Gulf of* Mexico, in Jefferson co., Texas. 

THE TRINITY RIVER 

Rises in Cook co., Texas, in two branches — the West Fork and Elm Fork — 
which unite in Balias co. Its, course is south-easterly, and it empties into 
Galveston bay, near its upper, end. ^ The Trinity is nearly 600 miles in length, 
and is navigable, during high Water, some 350 miles. It flows through a very 
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fertile region of country, producing cotton, com, sugar, and rice, in great abun- 
dance. A great variety of. timber is found along ite course. 

The principal towns on the Trinity are BirdavilUy on the West fork, in 
Tarrant co. DallcUy in Dallas co., a short distance below the mouth of Elm fork. 
Bnffaloy Henderson co. Pii^ Bluff Alahamdj Leon co. Cincinnatiy Walkei 
co. Swartwouty Polk co. SraitJijield^ in same co. Libertyy capital of county 
of same name. 


Anaknac, in Liberty co., is ou the east side of Galveston bay, opposite the 
mouth of Trinity river. ’ 

THE SAK JACIKTO BIVEB 

Is a small stream which rises in Walker co., Texas, and empties into Gal- 
veston bay, about 25 miles north-east of Houston. It is navigable for 10 
or 12 miles. • ' 






Houston, capital of Harris co., is situated on Buffalo bayou, about 44 
miles from Galveston bay, at the head of steamboat navigation. Large (Quantities 
of cotton, corn, and sugar are shipped from this point. Houston, contains 4 or 6 
printing offices, an iron foundry, machine shop, &c. Population about 6000, 

San Jacinto, on Buffalo bayou, Harris oo., Texas, near Galveston bay, is 
celebrated on account of an important battle fought here in 1836, which resulted 
in the capture of Santa Anna and the independence of Texas. 

Harris co., on Buffalo bayou, opposite San Jacinto. 

Qslyeston, county seat of Galveston co., Texas, is situated on the eastern 
end of Galveston Island, at the entrance to the bay, in lat. 29 17' north, and 
nearly 450 miles from New Orleans. It ,is the most important city of the State, 
and has a good harbor, with sufficient depth of water to float all ordinary vessels. 
Galveston has an extensive and active trade. It has 7 or 8 churches, 4 printing 
offices, several large hotels and a population of about 7500. 

THE BBAZOS BIVEB 


Rises in the western part of Texas, and runs first easterly, then south-easterly, 
and enters the Gulf of Mexico about 45 miles south-west of Galveston. Its whole 
length is between 900 and 1000 miles, and itis navigable during high water, sonte 
300 miles, the country along its course is generally very fertile, and pr^uces 
large crops of cotton, sugar, and com. There are extensive forests of red cedar 
and live oak on some parts of its course. The lower part of the Brazos flows 
through a level country, but slightly elevated above the sea. 

The principal towns on this river are, Waco YxUagey McLennan co. Najihvillt^ 
below, in Milam co. TTosAington, Washington co. San Fdipcy Austin oo. 
Richmomdy capital of Fort Bend co. Colun^iay Brazoria co. vdoAcOy in same 
co., at the mouth of the Brazos. 

THE COLOBABO BIVEB 

Takes its rise in the north-western part of Texas, and after a course of between 
300 and 900 miles, empties into Matagorda bay. It is navigable for small 
steamers, during the rainy season, 200 or 300 miles. The lower part of its 
course, like the Brazos, flows through a rich alluvial plain, occupied by cotton, 
rice, corn, and sugar plantations. 

The principal towns on the Colorado a^, Au&tiny capital of the State, and 
county seat of Travis co. (Austin is delightfully situated in a fine region of 
country, and is a flourishing city. Population about 3500.) Bastropy below, 
capital of Bastrop co. La wavgCy FaVette co. Columhusy county seat 
of Colorado co. Whartony capital of Wharton co. Prestony in same oo. 
Matagorday at the mouth of Colorado river, and on Matagorda bay, /this is a 
place of considerable business, population d^ut 1500. There is a U^t-house 
at this point.) 
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THE LAVACGA BIVEB 

Is a small stream, which rises in Lavacca co, Texas. It is navi^ble to 
Tbxatta, J ackson co., about 20 miles. It empties into Lavacca baj. 

Port Lavacca, capital of CalhouQ co., Texas, oq the west side of 
lavacca bay. Indianolay Calhoun co., on the same side of Lavacca bay as 
Port Tjavucca. 

La Salle, Calhoun co., Texas, on the south-west side of Matagorda bay. 
Port Cavallo, in same co., on a point of land at the entrance of Mata> 
gorda bay, about 33 miles west of MaUigorda. Snlurta, same co., at the north- 
eastern end of 3Ialagorda island, and entrance to the bay. 

THE GUADULTJPE BIVEB 

Takes its rise in Bexar co., Texas, and after a course of between 200 and 
800 miles, enters the San Antonio some 15 miles from its mouth. The land on 
the course of this river is very rich. 

The most important towns on Guadulupc river arc, SUtervilley Comal co. 
Ntw Braunfehy below capital of Cotnal co. Gonzalety capital of Gonzales co. 
ClintoHy capital of De Witt co. Victoria, capital., of Victoria co. 

THE SAN ANTONIO BIVEB 

Rises in Bexar co., Texas, and enters Espirito Santo bay opposite Matagorda 
idand. 

The principal towns on San Antonio river are Castorville, capital of Medina 
CO. Helena, capital of Carnes co. Goliad, capital of Goliad co. 

THE MISSION BIVEB 

Is a small stream running through Refugio co., Texas, into Aransas bay. 
Refugio, capital of county of same name, is situated a short distance above 
tlie mouth of the river. Lamar, and Copano, are small villages on Aransas 
bay, in Refugio co. 

THE ABANSAS BIVEB 


Is a small stream. It empties into the bay of same name. 

THE NUECES BIVEB 


Rises in the western part of Texas, and after a very circuitous course of between 
350 and 400 miles, it empties into the Corpus Christi bay, in latitude 27° 30 
Borth. It is navigable for small steamers about 125 miles. 

. SanPatrico, in county of same name, on Nueces river. Baranca 
Blanca, below, in Nueces co. 

Corpus Christi , capital of Nueces co., Texas, is situated at the mouth of 
Nueces river, on Corpus Christi bay. 

THE BIO QBAHBE ' 


Takes its rise in the Rocky Mounbiins, and, in its course, forms the boundary 
between Mexico and Texas. Its whole length is about 2000 miles. It enters 
the Gulf of Mexico in latitude 25° north. It is mostly a shallow river, and 
Daviration is greatly obstructed by sand bars and rapids. It is navigable for 
small steamers, in the highest stages of water, for about 400 miles. 

.. Some of the most important places on Rio Grande are, El Paso, Mexico, near 
thi north-western boundary of El Paso co., Texas, Elazario, below, in 

K1 Paso CQ. Fort Lcaton, Presidio co., Texas. McKinney, McKinney co. 
Kingsbury's Rapids, in same co., (about 400 miles above the mouth of the 
river; stone coal is found a short distance above these rapids.) Palafos Webb 
CO. Fort McIntosh, and Laredo, in' same co. Alamo, Starr co. Micr, in Mexico. 
Roma, in Starr co., Texas. Rio Grande city, capital of Starr co., (Population 
Bbout 1000.) San Francisco, in Mexico, (opposite Rio Grande city.) Edinburg, 
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in Hidalgo co., Texas. ReinoMy Mexico. Santa Ritay Mexico. Matamonxny 
Mexico. 

Brownsville, opposite Matamoraa, is the county seat of Cameron co., Texas, 
and one of the most important towns in the State. It has a large trade with 
Mexico. Population about 5000. An important battle was fought here, in 1846, 
between the Mexican and U. S. troops, in which the latter were victorioua. 
Brownsville is situated about 38 miles above the mouth of the Kio Grande. 

Point Isabel, same co., is situated on the shore of Laguna del Madre, 
about 30 miles east of Brownsville. 

Vera Cruz, capital of the State of Vera Cruz, Mexico, is situated on the 
Routh-west shore of the Gulf of ^fexico, in 19^ 12' north latitude, and 96° 9' west Icngi* 
tude, and has an average annual temperatnre of 770 It is the principal seaport of 
Mexico, and is one of the oldest Spanislx towns on the. continent. The present city «f 
Vera Cruz was founded by Count do Monterey, near the close of the 16th century, and is 
situated about 15 miles from the old town, planted in 1519, by Cories, who, guided by 
religious superstition, named it** La Vjlla Rica,’* or. The nek town of the true Cross. 
Before approaching the city, the lofty peak of Orizaba comes in view, with its cap of 
Vernal snow, rearing its head far above the region of the drifting clouds, which hover 
around its summit. ^ 

The city is enclosed by walls, and the streets are wide, regular, well-paved, and lighted 
by 232 lamps. The houses are mostly two stories high, with flat roofs, and built of sut>- 
marine stone, obtained from the soa-sbore. The red and white cupolas, numerous towent, 
aad battlements, present a beautiful appearance when viewed from the sea. The harbor U 
Very insecure, on account of the rocky state of the coast and the severity of the gales, that 
prevail here during a large portion of the year. The public buildings consist of hospitals, 
churches, and convents, and a custom-house, all remarkable for their size' and so lidity, 
rather than for their architectural beauty. The climate of the city,owin^ to the reflected 
heat from the numerous sand bills without the walls, and the scarcity of water, is 
extremely unhealthy, especially, to foreigners. It is, perliaps, more subject to yellow fevwr 
than any other place on the coast. 

The country in the vicinity of Vera Oruz, produces every thing in abundance. 
Oattle roam in vast numbers over the plains, which, when properly cultivated, yiohi 
annually two .abundant crops of corn, and tropical fruit of a superior quality. The tabW- 
lands vary so little in tenij^rature, that they will produce most of the grains and fruiis 
common to both temperate and torrid zones. 

Vera Cruz has been besieged ami taken near ten times—once by a band of rohbera-^ 
twice by the independent and ministerial troops — three or four times by the Spaniards — 
once by the French — and lastly by the Americans, under General Scott. The castle of 
San Juan nx Ulloa commands the entrance of the harbor, and is the mo.st celebraiUNl 
fortress in America. It was commenced in 1582, on a small island or bar, a little more than 
1000 yards distant from the town. The cost of this great work, whose foundations, buried 
deep in thesea, have resisted for near throe centuries the lashing of its wavc.s,and the tleele 
of tne mo»t powerful nations, is estimated at forty millions of dollars. The walls arc 6'om 
four to five yards in thickness. There are seven large cisterns within the castle, whifh 
contain 93,767 cubic feet of water. Its full equipment of artillery pieces is 367. 

The population of Vera Cruz is 15,000, and its coromcr6e, very extensive. Most o| the 
goods lor the interior pa.ss through this place. It is connected with the city of Mexico, 
by an excellent road, along which, stages and merchandise are constantly passing. A 
regular comumiiicatiou is kept up by sea, with the various United States and European 

Chagrea and Panama , stunted in the republic of New Grenada, on opposite 
sides of the I.ithmus of Darien, are, from the great amount of travel to California, fast 
tHJconiing impoitant place-s. Chagres is on the Chagres river, 7 mile.s from its moitth, 
and is the landing place of all those who are going to California, by way of the IsthHvus. 
Ihe Chagres river is navigable as far as Cruzes, which is but 15 miles from Panaiina. 
The p.issage across the Isthmus, formerly performed on mules, was, during the rainy 
Season, extremely diflicult. It is now crossed by the Panama Railway. The climate 
is very unhealthy, and few foreigners think of remaining long in the place. 

Aspinwall, Navy Bay, near Chagres, is the terminus of the Aspin wall, and Panama 
Railroad— across the Isthmus, 46 milos — ^and the depot of Htcamers from New York. 

Panama, olo th« Bay of Panama, Pacific coast, is a fortified town, having considerable 
twd«- 

The population of Chagres is 2000, and of Panama 10,000. 

Being one of the regular stopping points of the New York, New OvlezAS, aad Ofea^t 
ateamers, we beoc insert a short de^ij^tion cl 
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Havana, the capital of. Uie iaknd of Cuba, is situated in the north-western 
para of the island, iu 23^ 9' north latitude, and 82^ 23' west longitude. This city has 
•ne of the roost secure and commodious harbors in the world. lt> entrance is through* 
•mall ^annel, admitting but a single ship ; but within the basin it will contain a thousand 
ahips.'^The harbor is sheltered from the wind by the surrounding heights, and the chan* 
Bel, which coroiuunicates witli the sea, is eight or teu fathoms deep. On the hills opposite 
the city, there is a continuous row of forts, from whose outer parapet, elevated loD feel 
above tlie level of the sea, a beautiful view of the city and its euvirons can be obtained. 
These works are said to have cost forty millions of dollars. 

The greatest object of attraction in Havana, is Lhecathedml. It is built of coral rock, 
of a yellowisli color, which gives it the appearance of great age. In this. cathedral are 
deposited the remains of Cmurobus. His bones rest on the right hand of the altar, in a 
small rece.ss in the wall. On the left hand side of the altar, hangs the painting which 
was the constant companion of Columbus during his eventful voyages. Columbus died 
at Valladolid, May 20. 1506, and his body was deposited iu the Convent of St. Fran - 
czjsoo. In 1513, his remains, and those of his son, were removed to Seville. In 1536, 
they were removed to Hispaniola, where they remained till 1795. His rcnxains weut 
then collected and carried in great pomp to Havana, where they now rest. 

Moro and Punta castles are very strong works. The arsenal and dockyard are also on 
m grand scale. The city, when viewed from a distance, presents a most beautiful appear- 
ance. Population 140,(K)0. 

Vessels run rSgnlarly from Havana to New Orleans, and most of the Atlantio porta. 
Alaop to all the important seaports of Europe. 


THE ST. PETEUS, OB MIHKESOTA BIVEB 

This river has a total length of nearly 450 miles, and is imvi^ble for steamboaits 50 or 
00 miles. The principal towns on its banks are South Bend City, in Blue Earth co., Minn., 
Xabont 100 miles from Fort Snelling) ; Mankato, in same co., 3 miles below ; St. Peter*, 
in Nicollet co., 8 miles below ; Traverse Des Sioux,3 miles below, in same co. ; Le Sueur, 
8 miles below, in Le Seuer co. ; Henderson, 6 miles below, in Sibley co. ; Guisea, Scott 
CO., 34 miles below ; Carver, in same co., 2 miles below ; Hennepin, 10 miles below, in 
Hennepin co. 

The St. Peters empties Into the Mississippi river at Fort Snelling, about 23 milea 
bel^w Hennepin. (&e Mississippi river,) 


THE ST. CROIX RIVER. 


Rises in the north western part of Wig., near Lake Superior, and flows ftouthward 
till it reaches the Mississippi in 44*^ north latitude. It is about 200 miles long, and 
navigable for steamboats about 60 miles. Large quantities of pine lumber are' annually 
brought down tlie river and shipped to ports mIow. 

, Ht. Croix Falli, capital of Polk co., Wia.| iaattbe hoad of steamboat 
navigatioB, oa this river. 

Osceola, 9 miles below, in same county. 


RHarino Hills, Washington co.^ Minn., 9 miles below. 

- Stillwater, county seat of Washington co., Minn.,: 15- milea below. It 
•opSaine a oourt bouso, land-offlce, penitentiary, saw mills, and other Uiaobineiy 
p^opeUed by water-power, 3 hotels, a number of stores and forwarding houses*. . * *v i 

3«ttled in 1843. Population about 2000 . The surrounding country is diversi- ^ 
feed 'with timber and prairie, with a rich soil, watered by a number of small 
lakes and streams, abundantly supplied with fish. Stillwater commands a large 
portion of the lumber trade of* the pineries on the upper waters of the St. Croix. 

Hudson, county scat of St. Croix co., Wis., 5 milos'.below, at the mouth of 
Willow river, has considerable water-power, and contains 2 churches, a. conrt-> 
kouse, land office, and several stores and mills. i 1 H ^ 

• XaAe St* Croix, commences just below Hudson^ and extends to near the 
mouth of the river ; it is. a mere expansion of the river. Its width is from 3 ,to 
4 miles. The St. Croix river enters the Mississippi 16 miles below Hudson^, ak 
l^oiht Douglas'. ^See River.) .• ,*]. 
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THE CHIPPEWA EIVER 

Rises in tbe northern part of Wis., near tlie head waters of the Montreal, and flows 
in a south-westerly direction. After a course of 300 miles, it joins the Mississippi near 
the termination of Lake Pepin. Its principal branches are the Clear- Water »iid Red 
Cedar rivers. It is navigable for steamboats 70 miles. The shores abound with pine 
forests. The mouth of this river is the southern boundary of that tract of land known aa 
Carter's Tract. It lies principally in Crawford county, and contains an area of more than 
eight millions of acres. Captain Carver held this land by a del'd obtained from the 
Indians, May 1, 1707 It commences at the Falls of St. Anthony and follows the Mis- 
si.sslppi to the mouth of the Chippewa; thence east, about lOO miles; thence north 120 
miles ; and thence, in a direct line, to the Falls. The Mississippi Land Company, of New 
York, obtained, in 1824, a recognized deed before Judge Van Ness, of the U. S. District 
Court, New York. 

Chippewa Falls, on the Chippewa river, is the capital of the county of 
same name, in Wis., at head of steamboat navigation. It has extensive water- 
power, and a number of mills. Population about 500. 

THE WISCONSIN EIVER 

Rises in some small lakes near the northern boundary of the State, and after a south and 
south-westerly course of about 600 miles, crossing the entire State of Wis., it enters the 
Mississippi in 43° north latitude, 3 miles below Fort Crawford. It is navigable for steam- 
boats about 160 miles, to Portage city, where a short canal connects withh^x river, whi<^ 
enters Green bay at Fort Howard, opening navigation from the Mississippi to the northern 
lakes. There are numerous tributaries emptying into the Wisconsin all along its course, 
some of them quite large streams. 

Wausau, or Big Bull Falls, on the Wisconsin river, in Marathon co., 
Wis., 170 miles north of, Madison, capital of the State. Large quantities of 
lumber are annually sent down the river, in rafts, from this point. It contains a 
number of stores, flouring and saw mills, and a population of abou t 500. 

Little Bull Falls, about 18 miles below, in same co. 

Stephen’s Point, 28 miles below, in Portage co., Wis., is a thriving village, 
with extensive water-power, and the adjkcent country abounds in pines. The 
lumber business of this place is very extensive. It contains a number of stores, 
hotels, mills, and manufacturing establishments. Population about 700. 

Plover, county seat of Portage co., AVis., 3 miles below, at the mouth 
of Plover river. The lumber trade, as in the towns above, is the chief business 
of Plover. Population about 500. 

Portage City, county seat of Columbia co., Wis., 115 miles below, if 
Ihe terminus of the Wisconsin Central Railroad ; and a canal, a few miles long, 
connects the Wisconsin and Fox rivers at this point, as mentioned above. Port- 
age city is a flourishing place, and increasing rapidly, it contains a large number 
of stores, hotels, manufacturing establishincnts, a bank, and 2 printing ofiices, 
and commands the trade of a large district of country. ' Population about 3000. 

Prairie du Sac, Saukco., Wis., 40 miles below. 

Richland, 45 miles below, capital of Richland co., Wis., is situated on Pine 
creek, just above its junction with the Wisconsin, with abundance of water-power. 

Brooklyn, Grant co., Wis, 65 miles below, and 7 miles from the 
mouth of the AV^iscousin river. 

ROCK RIVER 

Rises in Fon du Lac co., Wis , near Lake Winnebago, and flows In a south-westerly 
course, about 325 milea, through Wis., and 111., and enters the Mississippi, 2 miles 
l>elow Rock Island. It is navigable for steamboats about 225 miles, during high 
water. The country through whi<m this river passes, is remarkable for its fertility and 
beauty of scenery. 

Watertown*, Jefferson co., Wis., situated on Rock river, at the 
** Great Bend." , The rapids near the town have a fall of about 25 feet, afford- 
ing abundant water-power. Watertown contains 7 or 8 flouring and saw mills, 8 
printing offices, several churches, a large number of stores and manufactories of 
different kinds Population about 4500. It was settled in 1836. 
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Jefferson, capital of Jefferson co., Wis., is & flourishing village, IG 
uiles below Watertown, near the mouth of Crawfish river. It has fine water* 
power, contains a number of churches and mills, ropulation about 1500 . The 
Ilock River Valley Railroad passes through the place. 

Port Atkinson, 8 miles below, is a thriving village in the same county, at 
the mouth of Bark river. It is situated in a rich farming region. Population 
aboutJilP. 

Janesville, county seat of Rock co., Wis., 34 miles below, is beau- 
tifully situated, and contains 6 or 8 churches, a court-house, a female 
eeminary, the State asylum for the blind, 4 printing ofiices, and factories and 
mills of different kinds. The Milwaukee and Mississippi Railroad passes through 
Janesville. Population about 6000. Settled in 1835. 

Beloit, 18 miles below, in the same co., near the mouth of Turtle creek, 
has an active busine.ss and extensive water-power, it has several fine churches and 
Beminaries. Beloit College is located here. Population about 4000. A branch 
of the Galena and Chicago Railroad extends to Beloit. "" 

Roscoe, Winnebago co., 111., 8 miles below, is a flourishing village. It has 
good water-power, aud a large woollen factory. Population about 600. 

Rockford, 12 miles below, is the county seat of Winnebago co., 111. A 
large business is transacted here, and the place is supplied with an abundance of 
water-power, the Chicago and Galena Railroad passe.s through it. Rockford con- 
tains 5 or 6 churches aud 2 printing offices. Population about 4000. 

Byron , Ogle co.. 111., 12 miles below. 

Oregon, 10 miles below, in the same co. Population about 600. 

Dixon, county seat of Leo co.. 111., 20 miles below, has extensive water- 
power. It is on the line of the Galena branch of the Illinois Central Railroad. 
It contains several milLs, a land office, 2 or 3 churches, aud court-house. Popu- 
lation about 2500. 
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sterling, Whiteside co., 111., 12 miles below, is beautifully located, with 
extensive water-power. 

Lyndon, 16 miles below, in sameco., is a flourishing village. 
Prophetstown , *2 miles below, in same co., has good water-power. 

Erie , 10 miles below, in same co. 

Camden , 35 miles below, in Rock Island co.. 111., near the mouth of Rock 
river. It has an abundance of water-power, and a number of fine mills. 


THE IOWA RIVER 

Enters the Missipsippi just below New Boston, 26 miles below Muscatine. It takes its 
rise in Hancock co.. lo., anj flows in a south-east direction. Its length is about 30fl 
miles, and is navigable for small steamboats, ab«.Mit 80 miles, during high water. 

Hardin, on the Iowa river, in Hardin co., lo., Eldora, below, in same 
CO. Mariuta, below, in Marshall co., lo. Toledo^ below, in Tama co , lo, 
Marengo j below, in lo. co. 

Iowa City, capital of the State, and county seat of Johnson co., is beau- 
tifully situated on a high bank of the Iowa river, 80 miles from its mouth It 
was laid out in 1839. The state-house is a fine edifice, built of “ Birdseye 
Marble," quarried in the neighborhood. The city contains 7 churches, 1 college, 
1 academy, and 3 printing offices. The river affords abundant water-power for 
manufacturing purpo.ses. Population about 4000 . Jolmson co. is in a rich 
agricultural region, well adapted to raising stock, wheat, corn, potatoes, &c. 

Port Allen, Louisa co., lo., 35 miles below Iowa city,’ 

. Concord, 10 miles below, in sameco. 

Wapello, county seat of Louisa co., lo., 12 miles below, it hsta fine water* 
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power, and contains several mills, and a printing office. Laid o«t In IS^ 
Pop. about 1000. The Iowa river enters the Mississippi 28 miles below Wapello. 


THE DES KOINES HIYEB 


Rises in the southern part of Minnesota, and, after a course of 400 miles, joins th« ' 
Mississippi, 4 miles below Keokuk. It is navigable fur steamboats about 200 miles. 
course is tlirough an exceedingly rich and fertile region, with numerous prairies. 

Fort Dodge, on the Des Moines river, about 300 miles from its moutb, ia 
Webster CO., To. Bootisboroj below, in Boone oo., lo., capital of Boone oo. 

A « ^^J*opulation about 850_. 

Des Moines, capital of P e i k e o., lo,, on the Des Moines river, at 
the point where Racoon river enters it. It contains several schools and churcbea, 
a printing office, and a number of stores and manufactories. The rivers furnish 
^extensive water-power. ]li«rt Des Moines is about 220 miles, following the 
)U course of the river, from the Mississippi. It was laid out in 1846. Population 

‘if and increasing rapidly. The river is navigable to this plane, 
for small steamboats, during high water, 

Dudley, 14 miles below, in same oo. 

Lafayette, 5 miles below, in same co. 

Bennington, Marion co., lo, about 10 miles below, is a small village. 

Red Rock, 16 miles below, in same co., is a thriving place. Pop. about 500. 

Amsterdam, 12 miles below, in same co. 

Bellefontaine, Mahaska co., lo., 12 miles below, is a small village. 

Auburn, a small place, 12 miles below, in samo co. 

Des Moines City, 8 miles below, in same co. 

Eddyville, 2 miles below Des Moines city, in Wapello co., is a flourishing 
village, with a number of churches and schools. 

Chillicothe, in the same co., 8 miles below. 

Ottumwa, county seat of Wapello co., lo, 12 miles below, is a thriving 
town, with abundauce of water-power, and surrounded by a fertile country. ' It 




has several mills and manufacturing establishments. 


lowaville, Van Buren co., lo., ^0 miles below, has 2 flouring mills 
and 1 distillery. 

New Market, just below, in same co. 

Portland, in same co., 6 miles below. 

Philadelphia, 8 miles below, in same co. 

Pittsburg, 7 miles below, in Van Buren co. 

Keosauqua, capital of Van Buren co., lo., 6 miles below, is a thriving 
town. It contains a number of schools and churches, several grist and saw mills, 
a paper mill, and a number of maaufacturing establishments. Pop. about 1200. 

Pleasant Hill, nearly opposite Keosauqua, in same co. 

Bentonsport, 8 miles below, in same co., is a flourishing village, with good 
water-power, and several mills and manufactories. 

Vernon, just below, in same co., is also a thriving place. 

Bonaparte, 5 miles below, in same oo., has several grist and saw mills, and 
an extensive woollen factory. ‘ 

Farmington, 8 miles below, in same co., is a flourishing town, containing 
several flouring and saw mills, a foundry, and an engine shop. Pop. about 1000. 

Black Hawk, 3 miles below, in Clark co., Mo. 

Croton, 3 miles below, in Lee co., lo. 

Athens, 5 miles below, in Clark co., Mo., has good water-power) ahd 
several mills. - 
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Belfast, 6 miles below, in Lee co., lo. 
fifiag’ara, Clark co., Mo., 5 miles below. 

8t. Francisville, 5 miles below, in same co., is a thriring village. 
fCharchville, 14 miles below, near the entrance of the Des Moines, into 
(he Miasicsippi river. 

• THE ILLINOIS RIVEK 

Is formed by the union of the Kankakee and Des Plaines rivers at Dresden, Grundy «>., 

111. Abov«s the muutli of V’enuilion river, it is greatly obstructed by rapids ; but l^low 
this point the current is gentle, and llie rivfjr is navigable for steamboats during most of 
Uieyear. The country bordering on the river, is very rich and productive, and the con* 
mCTce on it very large. SfeaniboaU ascend the river about miles, where, by the aid 
of the iUtnuis and Michigan Canal, a direct coHintunication is opened with the lakes at 
Chicago. On tlie banks of this river, the French emigrants from Canada, settled them* 
selves, and here was the scenery on which they founded their extravagant panegyrics u}K>a 
the western country. 

Dresden, is at the head of the Illinois river, as mentioned above, and about 
miles from its entranoc into the Mississippi. Population 300. The Illinob 
and Michigan Canal pusses through the place. 

Ho rris, 10 miles below, is the capiul of Grundy co., 111., and au important 
ahipping point for produce. The Chicago and Kock Island lUilroad passes 
through Morris. Population about 1000. 

Clarkson, a small village in same county, 4 miles below. Pop. about 150. 

H arseilles, 17 mile.s below, in La Salle co., is a thriving town. The Grand 
Rapids of the Illinois at this place, affords au iramonse water-pdwer. I'hcre are 
a number of mills of various kinds, und a population of 500. The Illinois and^ 
Michigan Canal passes here. 

‘Ottowa, 9 miles below, is the capital of La Salk co., 111., situated on both 
sides of the river, and on the Illinois and Michigan Chnal, near the mouth of Pox 
river. The Chicago and Rock Island Railroad passes through tho town. Fox 
river, furnishes au immense water-power by a fall of about 30 feet. Stuue coal 
is fouud near Ottowa. It coutaius a number of churches, mill.s, and factories,, 
and 2 printing offices. Population about 3800. 

Utica, 10 miles below, in same co., is a thriving village. 

La Salle, 5 miles below, in same co., is a flourishing town at the terminus 
of the Illinois and Michigan Canal. The river is navigable for steamboats to this 
point. A large manufacturing and commercial husin('.ss is carried on here. Thu 
neighboring country' is exceedingly rich and productive. The Galena branch of 
the Illinois Ceutral Railroad passes througli La Salle. Population about 3500. *T* ^ 

The Illinois & Michigan Canal. — This important work was com- 
menced in the year 1836, and finished in 1848. Its length is 100 miles, is 60. 
feet wide at top, and 36 at bottom, and is 6 feet deep. There arc 17 locks, each 
110 feet long, and 18 feet wide, being large enough for vessels of 120 tuusburden- 
The entire co.st of the work was 86,690,000. 

Pern, 2 miles below La Salle, in same co., is a place of active businc8.s, and 
improving rapidly. It has fine water-power advantages. There are rich veins 
of stone coal in the vicinity. The Central Railroad, and Chicago and Rock Island, 
intersect hero. Population ou8udy^4h u .ua m e-<w«4rr«Sa4k. 

Hennepin, county seat of Putnam co., 17 miles below, in the Great Bend 
of the 111. river. The location is a beautiful one, being elevated by a gradual 
and gentle ascent, to a height of about 25 feet above the river. This town was 
named in honor of Louis Hennepin, a Franciscan friar, and one of the eiffly 
rrplorers of the north-west. It contains a court-house, jail, 2 churches, a number 
of stores, and about 800 inhabitants. Hennepin has an active trade in shipping 
&ad receiving produce and mcrcb&nditu. 
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West Hennepin, Bureau co., nearly opposite. - 

Henry, Marshall co., 13 miles below, is a flourishing village. Large quav 
^ / L V^tities of pnvluce are shipped from Henry. Population 1000. 

Lac on, 0 miles below, is the copital of Marshall co. It is a thriving town^ 
and has an active trade. Population 1000. 

Chillicothe, Peoria co., 13 miles below, at the head of Peoria lake, is * 
shipping point of importance. Population about 700. 

Peoria Lake, is an expansion of the Illinois river, commencing at the 
town of Chillicothe,' and extending in a sJhitherly direction for a distance of 22 
miles. It has very little current, and the water is beautifully clear and trana> 
parent, so much so, that the fish, of which there is a great abundance, can be 
distinctly seen swimming about, and performing their various evolutions, far 
beneath the surface. 




■ji 


.Home, 4 miles below Chillicothe, in same co.,on the west bank of Peoria lake. 
Spring Bay, 4 miles below, on the opposite side of the lake, in Woodford 
CO., is a flourishing village doing an active shipping business. 

Detroit, 7 miles below, in Peoria co. 

Little Detroit, 2 miles below, in Woodford co. 

Peoria, 5 miles below, county seat of Peoria co., is handsomely situated at the 
southern end of Peoria lake. The town lies on two tables of land, the first 
being about 12 feet above the water’s edge, and the second 5 or 6 feet higher, 
and extending hack some distance to the blufls, in the rear of the town, which 
rise 100 feet above the general level. It contains, besides the county buildings, 
10 or 12 churches, 6 printing offices, a number of schools and seminaries, mill»' 
and manufacturing establishments, and has a very large trade in pork, grain, 
lumber, &c. The Peoria andOquaka Railroad has a terminus here. Pop. 23,000 

W esley City, 4 miles below, in Tazewell co., is a thriving village. 

Pekin, 7 miles below, in same'eo., is an important town, and has an active 
/trade. It contains 2 or 3 printing offices, and several schools, churches, and 
(^team mills. Population about 3000 . 

Liverpool, Fulton co., 28 miles below. Population about 800. 

Havana, 9 miles below, capital of Mason co., opposite the mouth of Spoon 
^river, is a flourishing town and finely situated on a high ridge, 50 feet above high 
0 watermark. Population about 1100. 

Bath, in same CO., 12 miles below, is surrounded by a rich country. 
Sangamon River, enters the Illinois, 18 miles below. 



Fredericksville, 3 miles below, in Schuyler co., is a thriving village, 
doing a large business in the shipping of prcKluce. ( 

Beardstown, 4 miles below, on the east bank of the river, is the conntj 
seat of Cass co. It has an active trade, and- 2 or 3 churches, a printing office, 
the usual county buildings, and a population of about 600. 

La Grange, Brown co., 8 miles below, is a small tillage. 

Ueredosia, 9 miles below, in Morgan co., is pleasantly situated on the east 
bank of the Illinois, on a fine elevation. It contains 2 steam mills, a number of 
§torc8, and a population of 400. 

Haples, 7 miles below, in Scott co., on the east bank of the river, is a 
pleasant and thriving town. It contains 2 churches, 3 steam mills, a number of 
stores, a printing office, and a population of about 1000. The Morgan and Sanga- 
mon Railway terminates here, which connects Naples with Springfield^ the State cap- 
ital, about 55 miles east. Large quantities of produce are shipped from this poiaL 

Floreaoe, Pike co., 10 miles below, has a good landing* 
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Montezuma, C miles below, in same co., is a good shipping point. 

Bridgeport, Green co., 6 miles below, is a small village, and good shipping 
point for produce. 

Wewport, 8 miles below, in same county, is a small place. 

Hardin, county seat of Calhoun co., 14 miles below. Population about 650. 
Guilford, 4 miles below, in same co., is a small village. 

Monterey , in same co.,4 miles below, and 13 miles above the mouth of 
the Illinois river, which empties into the Mississippi, 18 miles above Alton. 

THE MISSOURI RIVER 

Rises in the Rocky Mountains, and takes its name after the union of llirce brandies, the 
Jefferson, Gallatin, and Madison. The springs which give rise to the Missouri river, are 
not more than a mile distant from some <>t the l»cad waters of the Columbia river, which 
run, in a contrary direction, Into the Pacific ocean. 

At tlie distance of 441 miles from the extreme point of the navigation of the head 
branches of the Missouri, are what are denominated the “Oates of the Kocky Mountain*,” 
which present an exceedingly grand and piclure.sque appearance. For llie distance of 
about 6 miles, the rocks rise perpendicularly from the margin of the river, to the height 
of 1200 feet. The river is compressed to the breath of 150 yards, and for the first 3 miles, 
there is but one spot, and that only of a few yards, on which a man can stand between 
the water and the perpendicular ascent of the mountain. At the distance of 110 miles 
below, and 551 miles from the source of the river, are the “ Great Falls," 2,575 miles from 
the egress of the river into the Mississippi. At this place the river descends, by a suc- 
sion of rapids and falls, a distance of 3o7 feet in miles. The lower and gryator fall 
has a perpendicular pitch of 9S feet, the second of ll), the third of 47, and ihe fourth of 
26 feet. Retween and below these falls arc continual rapids of from 3 to 18 feet descent. 
These f.alls next to those of Niagara, are the grandest on the continent. Above the 
falls, the course of the rives is norinwardly. 

Tlie length of the Missouri river, from its source to its entrance into the Mississippi, i* 
3,01)6 miles, which, with the addition of 1,353 miles, tlie distar.ee from the mouth to the 
Gulf of Mexico, makes'a total length of 4,449 miles, being the longest river in the world. 
Through its whole course, there is no substantial obstruction to the navigation, before 
arriviitg at the “ Great Falls.” Its principal trilmtaries are each navigable from 1 to 800 
miles. Through the greater part of its course, the Missouri is a rapid and turbid stream, 
aud in the upper part it flows through an arid and sterile country. It is over half a mile 
wide at its mouth, and is generally nearly a mile in width. Notwithstanding it drains such 
an extensive region of country, and receives so many large tributaries, it is, at certain 
Kmsonsof the year, quite shallow, not affording sufficient water for steamboat navigation, 
owing to its passage through a dry and open country, and being subject to mure than usual 
evaporation. 

1 nc Missouri river trade has became a very important one, and the annual business 
between St. Louis and the towns on the river, and with Santa Fe, through Independence, 
is increa.sing with an amazing rapidity. * 

The Missouri river enters the Missis.sippi, 18 miles above St. Louis, by a mouth much 
wider than the upper Mis.sissippi. It is the opinion of many geographers, that the 
Missouri river is the main river, and should be considered as one river from its head to 
the Gulf of Mexico. The reasons in support of this opinion are, tliat below tlie inouili of 
the Missouri, the Mississippi has the same turbulent appearance as the Missouri ; while 
tlie upper Mi.ssis.sippi is remarkable for its clearnes.s and transparency. 

Tiiere are some peculiarities of the Missouri river, which it is highly importact for 
emigrants, who design settling on its banks, to under.stand. The river has no permanent 
and settle<l channel, and it is on this account that steamboats are generally compelled to 
lay up in the night, it not being considered safe to run unless with the light of <lay to 
guide them. Many persons who have purchased farms on the banks of this river, not 
understanding the umpire of the current, have lost acre after acre , by the wasliing aw.ay 
of the soil. Not only have farms suffered in this way, but whole towns have bt-eii laid 
waste, and swept off with the resistless current of this mighty river, compelling the in 
habitants to seek other, and more permanent places of abode. 

The channel is rendered intricate by the great iiumlier of islands and sand bars ; and 
in many places the navigation is made very hazardous by the rafts, snags, bunks, Ac. 
The river begins to ri.se in March, and continues till July, when the summer fliaids of its 
remote tributaries come in. During this period, there is sufficient depth of water fur 
steamboats of almost any class ; but during the remainder of the year, it is hardly uavl*^ 
gable for any distance, for the smallest vessels that float upon the western waters. 
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** The bottoms of this river have a character very distittguishable from those of th« 
upper Mississippi. They are higher, noi so wet, more sandy, with trees which are not so 
large, but taller and straighter. Its alluvions are some thing narrou'er ; that is to 
haring for the first 500 miles a medial width of something more than 4 miles. Its blufiw, 
like those of the other river, are generally limestone, but not so perpendicular, and have 
more tendency to run Into the mamelle form. The bottoms abound with deer, lurkeysi, and 
small game. The river seldom overflows any part of its banks in this distance. It is 
little inclined to be swanky. There is much fewer lakes, bayous, and small ponds, than 
along the Mississippi. Prairies are scarcely seen on liie banks of the river, within the 
distance of the fir.st 400 miles of its course. It is heavily limbered ; and yet, from the 
softness of the wood, easily cleared. The water, though uncommonly turbid with a 
whitish earth, which it holds in sn.spension, soon and easily settles, and is then remark- 
ably pure, pleasant, and healthy water. The river is so rapid and sweeping in its course, 
anil its bed is composed of such luas.scs of snml, tliat it is continually shifting its sand 
bars. A chart of the river as it runs this year, gives little ground for calculation in navi- 
gating it the next. It has numerous islands, and generally near them is the most difficult 
to be stemmed. Still more than the Mississippi below its mouth, it tears up one place 
and deposits in another, and makes more frequent and powerful changes in its channel 
than any other western river. ********* • 

Above the Platte, the open and prairie character of the country begins to develop. The 
prairies come quite into the banks of the river, and stretch from it indefinitely, in naked 
grass plains, where the traveler may wander for days without seeing either wood or water 
The ' Council Bluffs,’ are an important military station, about GOO miles up the Missouri 
Beyond this point, commences a country of great interest and grandeur in many respecti^ 
aha denominated, by way of eminence, the Upper Missouri. The country is composed of 
vast and almost boundless grass plains, through which, stretch the Platte, the Yellow, 
Stone, and the other rivers of this ocean of grass. The savages of this region have a 
peculiar physiognomy and mode of life. It is a country where commence new tribes of 
plants. It is the home of buffalos, elk, white bears, antelopes, and mountain sheep. 
Sometimes the river wa.shes the bases of the dark hills of a friable and crumbling soil 
Here are found, as Lewis and Clarke, and other respectable travelers relate, large and 
singular petrifactions, both a.umal and vegetable. On the top of one of these hilU. they 
found the petrified skeleton of a huge fish, 45 feet in length. The herds of the gregarious 
animals, particularly the buffalos, are innumerable. Such is the general character of the 
country, until we come in contact with the spurs of the Rocky Mountains.” (JFliiU^ 
Oe.o. and Hist, of the Misaisaippi Valley.) 

From the source of the Missouri and tributaries, to Sioux City, lo., the lands 
along the river arc almost entirely void of human habitations. There arc some 
United States’ military posts along the banks of the river, among which, arc Fort 
Benton, Fort Berthold, Fort McKenzie, Fqrt Union, Fort Mandan, Fort Clarke, 
Fort St. Pierre, and a few others. 

Sioux, City, is at the junction of Big Stone river, with the Missouri, in 
Woodbury co., lo. * 

Tekama, county seat of Burt co., Nebraska, about 60 miles below, is finely 
situated on a high bank, in a good farming region. 

Be Soto, 30 miles below, in Washington co., Nebraska, is also finely.situated 
in a rich country, well timbered. ^ 

Fort Calhoun, 15 miles below, in Washington co., Nebraska. 

Florence, 10 miles below, in Nebraska. 

Council Bluff’s City, 10 miles below, capital of Pottawattomie co., lo., 
is finely situated on a high bluff, with a beautiful view of the surrounding country, 
which is a rich farming region, well timbered. Council Bluff’s is on one of the 
emigrant routes for California and Oregon. It contains a land office, ‘2 churches, 

3 semool.s, a number of stores, and mechanic’s shops. PopulaHon about ^500 '. 

Omaha City, capital of Nebraska, in Douglass co., opposite Council Bluff's 
City, is beautifully situated, on a plain about 50 feet from the bed of the river 
Tiie eastern terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad is- here. Population 
about 5.000. 

Council Point, 5 miles below, in Pottawattomie, co, lo., is the landing 
point for a Mormon town, named Kanesville, about 4 miles in the interior. 
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Trader ft* Point, 8 inilet boiovr, in the same co., is a small PrODsli settle' 

{Dent, established to fucilitato trade between the various Indian traders. It oofi- 
ains about lOO inhabitants. 

Bellewne, 2 miles below, in Nebraska. It is the residence of the agent 
employed by the United States, to attend to the government business, with the 
tribes inhabiting this territory. It has a good landing, and is pleasantly situated 
on a high plain. The first newspaper published in Nebraska was oommcnccd 
here in 1854. This point was first visited by Lewis and Clarke, in 1804,andsooD 
after, the American Fur Company established a trading post here. 

St. Mary’s, 5 miles below, in Mills co., lo. 

California City^ 2 miles below, in same co., opposite the mouth ox 
Nebraska or Platte river. 

Platte, or Nebraska Kiver, rises in the Rocky Mountains, by two 
branches, termed the North and South Forks. After an easterly course of nearly 
2000 miles, it empties into the Missouri at this point. It is about a mile wide 
at the mouth ; but is, as its name indicates, exceedingly shallow, and is not 
navigable, except in times of the great spring freshets. 

t^'Platt svill e, Mills co., lo., 2 miles below the mouth of Platte river. 

Plattamonth, capital of Cass co., Nebraska, 1 mile below, is bcautifnlly 
located on a high bank, in the vicinity of fine timber and sfbne coal. J ^ it t / 
Bethlehem, 1 mile below, in Mills co., lo. ' / 

Kenosha, Cuss co., Nebraska, 10 miles below. 

Nebraska City, county scat of Otoe co., Nebraska, 10 miles below, ^ ^ JH) 
Brownsville, county seat of Nemehaw co., Nebraska, thirty' miles below, 
is finely situated iu the region of stone coal and good timber. 

Iowa Point, 40 miles below, in Uolt co., Mo,, is the landing point for tho 
V)wn of Oregon, county scat of Holtco., situated 10 miles in the interior. Oregon 
contains a population of about 500. 

Nodeway City, 30 miles below, in Andrew co,, Mo., is a small village 
Jontaining a few stores, and about 200* iuhabitants. It is the landing point for 
Savannah, a town of about 800 inhabitants, situated a few miles off the river, , 
Ibc county seat of Andrew co. 

St. Joseph, 25 miles below, county seat of Buchanan co., Mo., is a thriving 
a^d important town. It was laid out in 1843, and ifmicd in honor of Mr. 

Joseph Rubidoux, who resided here upward of 40 years. St. Joseph is the 
largest town in western Missouri, and one of the points of departure for cmi- 
^unts to California and Oregon. It is situated in an exceedingly rich region 
of country, producing largo quantities of hemp, wheat, and tobacco. It contains 
1 or 8 churches, 5 steam flouring mills, several saw mills, a bagging factory, 
rarious manufacturing establishments, 3 printing offices, a large number of store*^ ^ -- 
Knd warehouses, and a population of 1 3,00 0. The Western terminus of 
Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad is here. 

Leachman, 25 miles below, iu same co. 

Doniphan, 8 miles below, in Kansas. 

Atchinson, 9 miles below, in Kansas. 

Eickapoo City, 12 miles below, in Ivansas, is well situated for trade. li 
hasone.new.spaper office, and is improving rapidly. 

Weston, 10 miles below, in Platte co., Mo., is a fine flourishing place, and 
i# rapidly improving. Many of the emigrants make this a stopping place, for 
iaying in supplies, previous to starting out on the plains. It contains several / ^ . 

churches, 2 printing offices, a large number of stores, &c. Pop. about ^ 
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Fort Leavenworth, 4 miles below, in Kansas, is on a bigh bluff. Tho 
situation is reuiurkublj fine, the bluff being about 150 feet in height, and com- 
posed principally of white limestone. There .is an excellent landing for boats, 
and many other superior advantages at this point. It is the rendezvous for all 
United States’ troops destined for Santa Fe, Oregon, and the frontier stations. 
One of the principal routes to California commences at this place. 

Little Platte River, rises in Clarke co., lo., and' pursuing an almost 
direct southward course for a distance of about 200 miles, empties into the 
Missouri, 20 miles below Fort Leavenworth. This river is exceedingly shallow, 
and difficult to navigate. 

Parkville, 2 miles below, in Platte co.. Mo., is a fine flourishing village. 
It was named in honor of one of the early settlers of this region^ by the name of 
Park. It is an important shipping point for produce. Population about 1.00U> 

Wyandotte City, 12 milc.s below, in Kansas, at the junction of Kansas 
river with tho Missouri, is one of the starting points for emigrants. 

Kansas River. — This is one of the largest tributaries of the Missouri. It 
rises iu the Rocky Mountains, and flows eaHward through the entire breadth of the 
Indian territory, and empties into the Missouri, 12 miles below Parkville. Its 
entire length is about 1200 miles, for 900 of which, it might be navigated.' It 
is 840 yards wide M- the mouth, and discharges an immense amount of water ; 
many of its tributaries being nearly as large as itself. Solomon’s fork, is 700 
miles long; Smoky Hill fork, 800 miles. : 

Kansas, nfear the mouth of Kansas river, in Jackson co.. Mo., is pleasantly 
situated, standing on a high bank of the river, and commanding a view of the 
surrounding country for many miles. It is thought by many, to possess the 
finest situation of any town on the river. The business is very extensive, there 
being an almost constant stream of emigrants passing through it. Pop. 32.200. 

Randolph, 5 miles below, in Clay co., Md., is a handsome village, finely 
situated on a commanding eminence. It contains 2 churches, several stores, and 
a population of 300. 

Wayne City, 7 miles below, is the principal lauding point for goods and 
merchandise destined for Independence, and is connected with it by the Indepen- 
dence Railroad. 

The Indf.pkndence JIailroad Depot is about one mile from Wayne city. 
There is generally quite an air of business about this place, from constant arrival 
of goods and emigrants on their way to Independence. The road is 4 miles long. 

• Independence, county scat of Jack-son co.. Mo., about 4 miles back of 
Wayne city, is a place of great importance and growing rapidly. The country 
around is exceedingly fertile, and well adapted to cultivation. The business done 
is very large. It contains a court-house and county buildings, 3 hotels, 7 
churches, a large number of wholesale and retail stores, and a population of about 
5000. There is a large trade carried on between this place and Santa Fe. The 
goods are transported across the country in wagons, built very large and strong, 
and usually drawn by oxen, from 16 to 20 of which are attached to each wagon. 

It is the western terminus of the St. Louis and Pacific Railroad. 

Independence derives much of its importance from being the point where many 
of the emigrants for California and Oregon, get their last supplies. 

Liberty Landing, 5 miles below Wayne City, in Clay co., is a landing 
point for the town of Liberty, 4 miles from the river. 

Livingston, Jackson co., 5 miles below, is a small village, formerly a 
landing place for Independence. 

Owen’s Landing, 1 mile below, in sameco. 

Richfield, Clay co., 10 miles below, is a small village. 
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Sibley, 10 miles below, is a thriving village, in Jackson oo.. It occnpies the 
former site of Fort Osage. It contains 2 churches, a number of stores, and 
About 800 inhabitants. 


Kapoleon, 6 miles below, in same co. 

Camden , 6 miles below, in Ray co., is a flourishing town. Population 500« 

Wellington, 7 miles below, in Lafayette co., is a small village. 

Lexington, county seat of Lafayette co., 8 miles below. It is a fine, 
thriving town, having the highest location of any town on the river, being about 
300 feet above high water mark. The first house built here was in the year 1839 ; 
tod it now contains a court-house, jail, and county ofiUces, 7 churches, a seminary, 
a land office, 2 printing oflices, and a large number of stores. Population about 
6200. Extensive veins of stone coal are found near Lexington. « 

Crooked River , enters the Missouri from Ray co., 6 miles below Lexington. 

Walconda, 15 miles below the mouth of Crooked river, in Carroll co. 

Waverly,3 miles below, in Lafayette co., is a flourishing village. Popor 
Ution about 2.000. 


Hill’ 8 Landing, Carroll co., 10 miles below, is a small village. 

Miami, 20 miles below, in Saline oo. 

De Witt, Carroll CO., 6 miles below. 

Qrand River, rises in Madison co., lo., and flows in a southwest direction 
for ^ distance of 240 miles, and enters the Missouri 5 miles below De Witt, 
forming the boundary line between Carroll and Chariton counties. It is navi- 
gated by boats. about 100 miles. 

Brunswick, 2 miles below the mouth of Grand river, in Chariton co., is 
an enterprising town. It is situated on a beautiful level prairie, and contains 
several churches, a large number of stores, and business establishments. Popu- 
ktion about 2500. 

Old Jefferson, 25 miles below, in Saline co., is a small village. There 
was formerly a place by this name, a short distance down the river, opposite 
Glasgow ; but the remorseless river swcjpt it oflf, an^ the inhabitants were com- 
pelled to seek for other lodgings. 

Cambridge, 2 miles below, in same co. 

Chariton River, rises in Lucas co., lo., and after a course of 150- miles, 
in a southerly direction, enters the Missouri 5 miles below Cambridge. It is not 
navigable for more than about 30 miles. 

Glasgow, 3 miles below, in Howard co., is a thriving town. It has an active 
trade, and is a shipping point of produce, for the surrounding country. Il 
has two printing offices, a female seminary, several churches, and a large number 
of business houses. Population about 1500. 

B luff port, 5 miles below, in Howard co., is a small village. 

Arrow Rock, 10 miles below, in Saline co., is finely situated about 150 
feet above the river. It derives • its name from the fact that the Indians used 
pieces of the rock found here, for making arrow heads. Population about 700. 

La M XH0 Rxvor , rises in liafayette and Johnson counties, and empties into 
the Missouri 10 miles below Arrow Rock. It is navigable for about 30 miles. 
The water of this river is remarkably clear. 

Booneville, 6 miles below the mouth of La Mine river, is the county seat 
of Cooper co. It is situated on a bluff, elevated about 100 feet above high 
water mark, and received its name in honor of the celebrated Colonel Daniel 
Boone.- It contains 3 or 4 printing offices, 2 academies, several churches, a 
teurt-house, and a large number of stores and business bouses. Booneville is in 
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U^e , midst of $ rieh farming eouatry, Moob^ ittsntioft l» paid to the oultivaldon 
of the grape. Bituminous ooal> iroi^ les4> lut,j are found in the miaitj. 
ulation about ?500. 


Old Franklin, Howard co., opposite BoeneiviUe. 

Beeheport, Boone eo., 12 miles: below, at the mouth of Moniteau orefik* 
Stone coal is found in the vicinity. Population about 50(K 
lit* Vernon» Moniteau co., 8 miles below. 

Provide nc e, 6 miles below, in Boone oo., is the landing place for Coliunbiaii 
situated a few miles in the interior. 



Kashyille, 2 miles below, in the same county, is a smaU village. 
Moniteau, 3 miles below, in county of same name. 

Marioh, Cole co., 6 miles below. Population about 50. 

Stonesport, 10 miles below, in Boone co., is a small village. 

Jefferson Citv, 6 miles below, is the capital of the State of Missouri, 
and county seat of Uole eo. The situation is high, and commands a fine view. 
It contains a State house, the Governor’s house, State penitentiary, court-house, 
n 0 8 printing o&ces» a number of churches, and' a large number of stores> and 
^ commission houses. The St. Louis & Pacific Baibtoad. passes through Jefferson 
City. Population about’^S^lKb 


Hibernia, opposite Jefferson Oity,,ia Gallhway Go., is a small village^ 

Formosa, 9 miles below, in Cole co., near the mouth of the Osage river, 

Osage River rises in the Indian territory, and after a meandering course 
of about 500 miles, empties into the Missouri at this point. It is 409 yard® 
wide at the mouth, and is navigable for steamboats about 200 miles. The land 
bordering on this river is exceedingly fertile, and yields abundant crops, of all 
the products of the West. 

Cote Sans I) esse in, 5 miles below the month of the Qsage xiverjf in 
Callaway co., is a small village. 

Smith’s Landing, 8 miles below, in same co, , 

Portland, 16 miles below, in same co. 

Gasconade River rises in Wright co.,, Mot, and taking its course 
in a northerly direction for a distance of 200 miles, enters the Missouri 10 miles 
below Portland. It is not navigable to any extent, but affords a vast amount of* 
water-power to the numerous mill-seats along its banks. 

The St. Louis A Pacific Railrgad crosses, this river near its mouth, which was the 
scene of a terrible ami heart rending calamity; atthe celebration of the opening of the toad 
la Jeflterson City, in November, 18o5, by. which about 30 of the mont prominent citizens 
ff St*. Louis lost their lives, and hundreds of others were s^iously maimed. Just as the 
locomotive had crossed the first span, the bridge gave way, and 9 of the 13 cars in tha 
train, crowded to overflowing with people, were, wiw the locomotive, pi;ecipitatcd to the 
bed of the river, widi aa awful orash, into a mass^of ruine* 


Hermann, 6 miles below, fe the capital of Gasconade co. It is a thriving 
place. Population about 2000. The St. Louie & Pacific Railroad passes 
ihroigh Hermann. 

Bridgeport, 1 mile below, in Warren co. i '' 

Pinckney, in same county, 12 miles below, is a small village. 

Griswold, nearly opposite Pinckney, in Franklin co. 

WnshingtOD , 16< miles bdlow, in same eo., ie a flourishing town. 

Bassora, 1 mile below, in same ca ' 

$outh Point, 2 miles below, also in same. oo. The St Louiy & Pirifl9 
Rtilroad passes through Griswold, Washing^ Basaoxa, W South Poi^ .. 
Portmuna) 6 miles below, in St Charles co. 
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Ht. P leasant, is same oa^ 1 mile below Portmuna. 

* St. Albans, FrankliD co., 8 miles below. 

Kissouriton, 1 mile below, in St. Charles co. 

Johnson's Ferry, 2 miles below, in same oo., is a sipaU village. 

Port Aoyal, opposite Johnson's Ferry, in Franklin co. 

Pittman 's Ferry, 5 miles below, in St. Charles co. 

St. Charles, 18 miles below, is the capital of St. Charles co., and'a 
flourishing place. It is handsomely situated on elevated ground, and coniiiiands 
delightful views. There are fine quarries of limestone, and s:»udstone in llio 
rioinity j also mines of stone coal. The river at this point is over a mile wide, 
8t. Charles contains a college, 7 or 8 churches, a court-house, and a number of 
•tores. Population about 5000. 

Jamestown, 16 miles below, in St. Lous co. 

Belief on t nine, in same oo., 2 miles below. 

Coin m bus, 4 miles below, at the mouth of the Missouri, and junction with 
the Mississippi. 

THE KASKASKIA BIYEB 

Rises near the center of Illinois, in Charnpaigne co., and empties into the Mi.s8issippi,76 
Rules below St. Louis. It is navigable for steam boats about railee, its whole length is 
&ome 300 miles. 

Shelby ville, 111., on the Ka.<!kaskia river, is the county scat of Sh(dby co. 
It contain.s a court-hou.se, several churches, and a number of stores. The AJton 
and Terre Haute Railroad passes through Sbelbyville. 

Vandalla, about 50 miles below, (following the river course,) is the coua^ 
teat of Fayette co., and was the former capital of’ the State. It is on the line 
the Illinois Central Railroad. Population about 3500. 

Key sport, Clinton co., 27 miles below, (by the river,) is a small village. 
Carlyle, capital of Clinton co., 12 miles below, contains several mills, the 
< 50 unty buildings, and a number of stores. The Ohio and Jlississippi Railroad 
passes through the place.’ 

Covington, 14 miles below, in same oo. 

Fayett eville, St. Clair co., 26 miles below, is a small place. 

Athens, 9 miles below, in same oo. 
bively, in same co., 2 miles below. 

Tamar a wa, 3 miles below, in Monroe co. 

Evansville, Randelpk eo., 20 miles below. 

Kaskaskia, county seat of Handolpb co., 8 miles below, was founded shortly 
sfier the visit of ba Salle Ui the Mississippi, in 1683, by Father Gravier, a. Catholic 
missionary among the HUnois, and was the capital of the 'Illinois country, so 
long as the French continued in poasc.-irion of it. In 1763, it was ced^ by 
France to Great Rrituin. In 177S, the fort, on the east side of the river, was 
taken by Col. George Rogers Clark. Kaskaskia contains a court-house, a. land 
office, and a population of about 1000, mostly of French descent. The Kaskaskia 
river enters the Mississippi 7 miles bedow the town. 

WHITE BIVEB 

Rises in the Ozark Mountaina, and runs first north ca.sterly into Mo., and then into 
Ark., in a southwardly direction to its eirtrance into the Mis-slssippi, 16 miles almvo the 
Arkansas river. Black river Is its largest tributary. Its w1m>Io leiigth is between, 75C(and 
80tJ miles. It is navigable for about 400. miles. The country through which it passes, is 
Keiierally fertile, producing fine crops of cotton and corn, and some portiv>n.s rich in mine- 
Pine forests abound on its upper waters, and cypress swamps, toward the m^uth. 

Worth, is a small village in Marion co.. Ark., on White river, near tb# 
boundary line of Mo. 


so 


THE ARKANSAS RIVER, 


Johnson, 55 miles below, (by the river course,) in same cow 

Liberty, 28 miles below, in Izard'co. 

Athens, in the same co., 25 miles below. 

Mt. Olive, 6 miles below, is the capital of Izard co. i 

Sylamore, in same co., 6 miles below. | 

Batesville, 45 miles below, capital of Independence co., and a thriving 
town. Small steamers can reach this place at nearly all seasons. It contains 
several thurclies, the usual county buildings, and 2 printing offices. The sw- 
founding country is fertile, with hne water-power. Population about 1800. 

Jacksonport, Jackson co., 35 miles below', at the mouth of Black river^ ' 
which is navigable for small steamers, some distance. I 

Elizabeth, 10 miles below, is the county seat of Jackson co. This is a 
thriving place, and exports large quantities of timber. 

Augusta, 65 miles below, in same co., is a flourishing village, finely 
situated in a rich region of country. 

J)es Arc, Prairie co., 35 miles below, in a fertile cotton, and sugar growing 
country ; oak, cedar, and cypress timber, is abundant in the vicinity. Pop. 500. 

. Clarendon, 38 miles below, in Monroe co. 

Crockett's Bluff, in Arkansas co., 33 miles below. 

Cass Coe, 8 miles below, in same co., 50 miles from the Mississippi river, 
by the meanders of the stream. 

THE ABEANSAS RIVER 

Rises in the Rocky Mountains, near the boundary between the Indi;in Territory and 
Utah, ami after pursuing an easterly course of over 2000 miles, empties into the Mississippi 
in Latitude 33° u4' north. It pours abroad and deep stream from the mountains upon the 
arid and sandy plains below. The sand and the dry atmosphere absorb the water to such 
a decree, that it may often be forded many hundred miles below the mountains. Some of 
its tributaries are so impregnated with salt, asto render even the waters of the main stream 
unpotable. To the distance of about 400 miles from its mouth, it has many lakes and 
bayous. In high water, it is navigable for steamboats as far up as Fort Gibson, at the 
mouth of Grand river, by water, 750 miles. Next to the Missouri, this is the largest 
tributary of the Mississippi, though not the most important. Below Van Buren, the land 
along the river is productive, and well timbered. The territory drained ^ this river and 
its tributaries is estimated to contain 178,000 square miles. Between Fort Smith and 
Little Rock, bituminous coal is frequently found along its banks. 

Fort Gibson, a military station, in the Indian territory, on the Neasbo river, 
just above its entrance into the Arkansas. The Illinois and Chnadian rivers 
empty into the Arkansas, some distance below Fort Gibson. 

Fort Coffee, 100 miles below, and west of the boundary of Arkansas. 

Fort Smith., 20 miles below, on the western boundary of the State, in Se- 
bastian CO., is a thriving town. It carries on an extensive trade with the 
Indians. The U. S. Government has a military post here. It contains the 
government buildings, a printing office, a church, and a population of about 1400. 

Van Buren, capital of Crawford co., 10 miles below, is a thriving place, 
pleastfOtly situated. It has a large trade with the surrounding country. The 
place contains a cotton factory, a steam flouring mill, 4 or 5 handsome churches, 
i printing offices, and a population of about 2000. 

Ozark , county seat of Franklin co., 60 miles below, .is a small village. j 

Roseville, 12 miles below, in same co. 

Patterson’s B luff, a small place, 20 miles below, in Johnson co. 

Spadra Bluff, in .same co., 15 miles below. 

Pittsburg, 5 miles below, in same oo. ’ 
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St. Martin's, Pope co., 10 miles below. 

Scotia, 2 miles below, in same co. 

N'orristown, in same co., 20 miles below. 

I^ardenelle, opposite, in same co. 

Itcwisburg , Conway co., 40 miles below. 

Q reene Grove, 18 miles below, in same co. 

Xfittle Rock, 40 miles below, capital of the State of Arkansas, and county 
•eat of Pulaski co., is situated on a high rocky bluff, the first above the mouth 
of the river, commanding a beautiful and extensive view of the adjacent country. 
The city contains the State House, a fine brick building, a U. S. arsenal, the 
State penitentiary, 7 or 8 churches, 2 printing offices, and a population of about 
3000. Slate, and a species of granite are found in the vicinity, also good clay for 
making brick. 

Straw Hat, 70 miles below, in Jefferson co. 

Pine Bluff, 20 miles below, county seat of Jefferson co., is a flourishing 
place, in a fertile cotton raising region. Large quantities of cotton are annually 
•hipped from this point. Population about 

Mob Roy, in same co., 12 miles below. 

M ew Gascony , 10 miles below, in same co. > . 

Ric bland, 8 miles below, in same co. 

Swan Lake, Arkansas co., 5 miles below. 

iccattoo , 10 miles below, in same co. ' * 

South Bend, 80 miles below, in same co. 

Arkansas Post, 25 miles below, capital of Arkansas, co., is the oldest town 

the State. If was founded by the French in 1686. It is located on a high 
bluff j but, in the rear of the town, the land is low and frequently inundated. It 
•ontains a court-house; jail, and printing office. Population about 500. 

Med Fork, Desha co., 10 miles below. 

• Wellington, 20 miles below, in same co. 

The Arkansas river enters the Mississippi, 30 miles below Wellington. 

THE TAZOO RIVER 

Rises near the central part of the State of Mississippi. It is formed by the union of the 
Tallahatchee and Yallabusha, which are navigable rivers. After receiving the Suu-flower 
which runs nearly parallel with the Mississippi, and is navigable for 80 miles, it empties 
into the Mississippi. 300 miles from its source. The country bordering on this river is 
very rich, and produces cotton in great abundance. From Greenwood, at the mouth of 
the Tallahatchee, several large steamboats run regularly to New Orleans, during the 
cotton season. The number of bales of cotton that annually float down this river, is 
estimated at 150.000. It is a sluggish stream, and navigable throughout^its whole Length. 

Yazoo City, county seat of Yazoo co.. Miss., some 160 miles below Green- 
wood, is a flourishing town, in the midst of a rich cotton growing country, and 
has considerable trade. A large amount of cotton is forwarded from this point to 
New Orleans. It has 2 or 3 printing offices, a number of churches, and a pip- 
ulation of about 2000. 

Liverpool, and Satartia, below, in same co. 

Cardiff, about 15 miles from the mouth of the river, in Warren co.. Miss. 

RED RIVER 

Rises in a chain of hills near Santa Fe, in New Mexico, called the Caous mountains, 
and after pursuing an ea.stcrly course of some 1500 miles, empties into the Mississippi 
215 miles above New Orleans, and 776 bidow the mouth of the Ohio. It receives, in Its 
course, the waters of a nuiiil>er of rivers, the largest of which, are the Blue river and False 
Washita, or Rio Negro. After leaving the mountains, it flows through extensive prairiea 
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of rich, red soil, which impart their color to the water. From this circumstaj>co ^ 
eeived the name of Red river. The margin of the river is covered, in many places, with 
grass and fine vines, which bear delicious grapes. The bottoms are from one to ten miles 
wide, and are well timbered with willow, locust, cotton-wood, pawpaw and buckeye. 
On the uplands, elm, ash, hicko^, mulberry, and black-walnut grow in great abundance. 
The width of its channel, for 4(J0 miles from its mouth, does not correspond with its 
length, or the immense mass of waters which it collects in its course from the Rocky 
mountains. In high waters, it is often divided into two or three cliannela, and spreads 
into a line of bayous and lakes, which take up its superabundant waters, which are a con- 
siderable time in filling, and prevent the river from displaying its breadth and amount of 
waters, as it does in the high-lands, 500 miles above. About 100 miles above Natchi- 
toches, commences what is called the Rajl, which is nothing more than an immense 
swampy alluvial of the river, to the width of 20 or 30 miles. The river here, spreading 
into a vast nuraWr of channels, frequently shallow, of course, has been for ages, clogging 
up with a compact mass of timber and fallen trees, wafted from tlie regions above. * * * 
The river is blocked up with this immense mass of timber, a distance; by its meanders 
of 70 miles. There are places where the water can be seen in motion under the logs. In 
other places, the whole width of the river may be crossed on horse-back. Weed*, flower- 
ing shrubs, and small willows, have taken root upon the surface of this timber, and 
flourish i^ove the waters. It is an impediment of incalculable injury to the navigation of 
this noble river, and the immense extent of country above it. There is probably no part 
.of the United States, where the unoccupied lands have higher claims from soil, climate, 
intermixture of prairies and timbered lands, position, and every inducement to population, 
than the country above the Raft; where the river becomes broad, deep, and navigable for 
■teamboats, in moderate stages of water, for several hundred miles .” — (Flintt Geo. and Hia.) 

The bottom land along ^e river is very fertile, producing corn, cotton, tobacco, and 
sugar cane in great abundance. If the navigation of this river could be permanently 
opened, the fertile lands that now lie in waste would soon be under cultivation ; and boats, 
laden with the rich products common to the West and Southwest, would glide smoothly 
along its reddened waters, to the great commercial depot of the South. The United States 
Government cut a channel through the raft, at an expense of $300,000, but another has ' 
since formed. Along the river, the trees grow very tall and thick ; in some places their 
branches nearly lacet across th^ stream. 





Laneaport, is. situated ia the southwestern corner of the State of Arkansaa, 
Sevier co., on Red River, which is here, and for some distance above and below, 
the northern boundary of the State of Texas. 

Fulton, about 100 miles below, by the meanders of the river, in Hempstead 
CO., Ark., is an important point. 

Conway, about 100 miles below, in liafayette co.. Ark. 

Qhreveport, about 90 miles below, is the capital of Caddo parish, La. It 
is, finely located for business, being surrounded by an exceedingly fertile planting 
region, and about 30 miles l^low the great raft. Some 50,000 bales of cotton, 
and a very large number of cattle, from Texas, arc annually shipped from this 
point. The town contains a large number of stores, several churches, and steam 
ipills, a printing office, and a population of about 3000 . 

Hi^hitoclies, about 100 miles below, is the capital of Nachitoebes parish, 
La. It was first settled by the French, under a grant to St. Dennis, who, in 
1713, established a trading post here. In 1732, it was attacked by the Natchej 
Indians, who had been driven from their own country, after the great massacre of 
the 28th of November, 1729. After a hard fought battle, which lasted several 
hours, the Indians were repulsed, leaving ninety-two of their bravest warriors on 
the field. With this battle, ended the existence of the Nachez as a distinct nation. 
Those who were taken prisoners wore conveyed to the West Indies. Naohitoches 
contains a printing office, a U. S. land office, and several churches, and has an 
active business. Population about 1500. 

“Two or three leagues west of Nachitoebes, is the ancient Spanish town of 
ADAYES, We can- see no where in the United States so fair a sample of an 
Aip^uent Spanish town, as this. The houses are of the construction of a hundred 
yean ago. A little old ohurch, with three or four bells, some of them cracked, 
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and some coarse paintings, give the church an air in keeping with the town. The 
inhabitants are all Spanish.'' 

Alexandria, 80 miles below Nachitoches, and 150 from the entrance of Red 
river into the Mississippi, is the capital of Rapides parish. La. The location of the 
A^wn is very beautiful. The surrounding country is quite level, producing cotton 
^in great abundance. Population about 800. 


THE MONONGAHELA RIVER 


Rises in Randolph co.,'Va., and after a northern course of 300 miles, unites with the 
Alleghany at Pittsburg. It is navigable for steamboats as far as Brownsville, 40 miles 
above Pittsburg ; and for keelboats, near 200 miles from its mouth. Its principal 
branches are the Cheat and Youghiogheny rivers. Large quantities of excellent coal, are 
annually brought down this river. The navigation of this river has been greatly im- 
proved, and made permanent, by the erection of ^ or 10 substantial locks, between Browns- 
ville and Pittsburg. 

Clarksburg, county seat of Harrison co., Va., is situated on the west fork 
of the Monongahela, 70 miles from the Ohio river. There are excellent coal 
mines *in the vicinity of this place. Iron and salt arc also found to some extent. It 
is a flourishing place, and contains several large mercantile houses, 4 churches, 
2 academies, and 2 printing offices. The North-Western Railroad, (a branch of 
the Baltimore and Ohio R. R.,) passes through the town.. Pop. about 1600. 

Fairmount, capital of Marion co., Ya., is situated on the Monongahela, 22 
miles north of Clarksburg. The surrounding country is hilly, and the soil pro- 
ductive. The forests are filled with excellent timber, and the earth is well stored 
with iron and coal, which are largely exported. Population about 1300. A 
splendid wire suspension bridge connects the town with Palatine, on which, the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad crosses. 
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Palatine, Marion county, opposite Fairmount. It is a thriving village, 
containing 10 stores, several mills, &c. Population 600. 

Morgantown, county seat of Monongalia co., is a flourishing and wealthy 
village, situated on the Monongahela, about 60 miles south of Pittsburg. The 
town was laid out in 1785. It contains a number of stores and mills, 3 printing 
offices, 1 academy, and’4 churches, &c. The surrounding country is very fertile, 
and abounds in coal and iron. Population about 1000. 

Hfew Geneva, Fayette co., Pa., is pleasantlv situated on the right bank of 
'.the Monongahela, at the mouth of George’s creek. It contains about 100 dwel- 
'lings, a large steam flour mill, and a glass factory. 

Brownsville^ Fayette co., Pa., at the intersection of the National Road, and 
the Monongahela river. It occupies an important point as a place of business, enjoy- 
ing the advantages of the National Road, and the improved navigation of the river. 

The inexhaustible beds of coal in the vicinity, must eventually make it a great 
manufacturing place. The town contains a bank, 7 churches, several foundries, 
aid machine shops, a number of mills, glass, and other factories, of various 
articles. There is a splendid bridge over the Monongahela, built in 1832, 630 
feet long, and cost $50,000. Brownsville was incorporated in 1815, and now 
contains a population of. about 5000. 

Monongahela City, Washington co.. Pa., on the Monongahela, M the 
mouth of Pigeon creek. Iron, coal, and salt, abound in the surrounding country. 
This town is noted as being the place where’ the insurgents held a great meeting 
in 1794, during the WhUkt/ Insurrection. Since the year 1830, it has increased 
rapidly. It contains 2 glass factories, 3 saw mills, 2 carding machines, and 6 
churches. Population about 1800. 

Elizabeth, Alleghany co.y Pa., is a ' beautifully located manufacturing 
town, on the Monongahela,' 16 miles above Pittsburg. The town was Laid oui iu 
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1787. The completion of the Monongahela slack water navigation, has gieatly in- 
creased the commercial advantages of this place. The town contains 4 churches, 3 
^ ship yards, several saw mills, and glass, woolen, and other manufactories. Pop. 2800. 
Braddock*8 Field, is in Alleghany county, on the banks of the Mononga- 
hela, 10 miles above Pittsburg. This field will long be remembered and visited, 
as it is the spot where Washington first displayed those high qualities of a man, 
and a general, which, in after life, entitled him to the respect of his country. 

Birmingham, is a large manufacturing town, situated on the south side of 
the Monongahela, 1 mile from the center of Pittsburg. It has 3 churches, 1 market 
house, and several large glass factories, and iron foundries. A very large capital 
is employed here, in the various manufactories. Population, 4000. 

THE ALLEGHANY EIVER 

Rises In the northern part of Penn^lvania, and flows in a north-westerly 
direction through the southern part of New York, thence returning to Pennsylvania ; and 
after pursuing a general south-west direction of 400 miles, unites with the Monongahela 
at Pittsburg. The waters of this river are pure and clear, while those of the Monongahela, 
are colored by the soil through which it flows. Vast quantities of lumber are sawed 
along this river, and floated in rafts to Pittsburg and towns below. It Is navigable for 
keel boats, about 250 miles. The country between the Alleghany and Monongahela 
rivers, is the richest coal region in the Union. 

Olean, Cattaraugus co.. Y., on the Alleghany river, at the junction of 
Clean creek. This is a flourishing village. The Genessee Valley Canal, which 
connects it with Rochester, terminates here. The line of the Erie Railroad, which 
connects New York and Dunkirk, on Lake Erie, passes through the place. The 
width of the Alleghany, is 20 rods, and its channel free from obstructions. It 
is estimated that more than 200,000,000 feet of lumber, of excellent quality, is 
annually sent to various places along the river. Population about 1000. 

Warren, county seat of Warren co.. Pa., on the right bank of the Alleg- 
hany river, and on the Sunbury anu Erie Railroad, near the mouth of Gonewango 
creek. During the spring, the town is alive with the bustle and activity of 
lumber merchants, preparing to depart for below, with their long train of rafts. 
^ ^ 4 ^opulation about 1200. 

^ ' Franklin, county seat of Venango oo.. Pa., on the Alleghany, near the 

mouth of French creek. It was laid out in 1795, and contains the usual county 
buildings, and 6 churches. There are several large mills and furnaces in the 
vicinity, from which, the town derives an extensive trade. During high water, 
the Alleghany is navigable from Pittsburg to this place, a distance of 124 miles. 
^ The dams on French creek afford immense water-power for mills. There is a 

splendid bridge across the river here. Population about 1200. 

! Kittanning^, seat of justice of Armstrong co.. Pa., on Ihe left bank of the 

Alleghany, near the center of the county, .was formerly the site of an old Indian 
town of the same nafiie. It w^s laid out in 1804. It contains the county buildings, 
/Q (r tk ^ academy, a female seminary, and several churches. Population 2100. 

V Y Freeport, Armstrong co., Pa , is a flourishing town on the right bank of 
/ the river, and Pennsylvania Canal. Many salt wells are now in successful 
/. operation. Freeport contains a number of woolen factories and mills. Pop. 1200. 
Skarpsbnrg, is pleasantly situated on the right bank of the Alleghany, 
5 miles above Pittsburg. It is a flourishing village. It has several large ship 
yards, from which a number of steam and keel boats arc annually launched. 
Population, about 2000. 

Lawrenceville, named inhonor of Captain Lawrence, of the U. S. Navy, ia 

f leasantly situated on the left bank of the Alleghany, 2J miles above Pittsburg, 
n the center of the town, there is an U. S. Arsenal, at which are stored all . 
§ort8 of military equipments, which are shipped west and south, as occasion 
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requires. The town contains 4 churches, and a lyceura. It was at this place 
General Washington, in 1753, came near losing his life, by attempting to crosa 
the river on a raft, when it was filled with floating ice. Population 1800. 

Alleghany City, is situated on the right bank of the Alleghany river, 
opposite Pittsburg. This city is strictly a part of Pittsburg, though under u 
different corporation. Many of the business men of Pittsburg reside here. It 
has considerable commerce, and does a large manufacturing business ; employing 
a heavy capital. The city contains 20 churches, of various denominations, 3 
academies, 15 schools, and a population of 53,000. 

The Western Theological Seminary, of the Presbyterian Church, was located 
here, in 1827. This institution has connected with it, a workshop for manual 
labor, and a library of 9000 volumes. 

Behind Seminary hill, is the Western Penitentiary, an immense castle-built 
building, of the ancient Norman style. It was completed in 1827, at a cost of 
8183,092. 

THE OHIO EIVER 

Is formed by the junction of the AUeghany^* and Monongahela at Pittsburg, in 
Jjat. 40° 32' N., and after a meandering course of 1007 miles, enters the Missis- 
sippi in Lat. 37° north, 172 miles below St, Louis, and 990 miles above New 
Orleans. Tributary rivers and creeks, to the number of 75, empty into the Ohio, 
between Pittsburg and its mouth, the principal of which, are described in their 
' proper places, in this work. And there are, at least, 100 considerable Islands, 
besides a great number of taio heads and sand bars. Some of these Islands are of 
exquisite beauty, covered with trees of the most beautiful foliage. 

No river in the world, rolls for so great a distance, such a uniform, smooth, 
and placid current. Its banks are generally high, and precipitous, rising into 
bluffs, cliffs, and hills, sometimes to the height of 400 to 500 feet. Between 
these hills and t^e* ri*ver, there is generally a strip of land, of unequal width, 
called bottom. These hills and bottoms, are mostly covered with a dense growth 
of gigantic forest trees, exhibiting a wild and picturesque grandeur. The scenery 
along the Ohio, although not possessing the savage grandeur of parts of the 
Mississippi, and Missouri, is of surpassiig loveliness and beauty; especially in 
the spring, when the trees, vines, and other plants are putting forth their exube- 
rant foliage and blossoms. The graceful curves and bends of the river, exhibiting, 
in the distance, one range of hills, lapM on to another, with beautifully rounded 
tops, and covered with the verdure of an almost unbroken forest, produce a series 
of splendid views rarely found. 

The Ohio river flows through a greater extent of rich Iron and Coal regions 
than any other river, probably, in the world. Building stone, of fine quality; 
and great variety, is found in exhaustible quantities, on nnd near its banks. And 
most of the tributaries, also, extend into and run through regions of country, 
containing vast mineral wealth. And for agricultural purposes, and timber in 
great variety, the extent of country drained, (more than 200,000 square miles) 
is unequaled in richness and fertility. 

The medial width of the Ohio, during ordinary stages of water, from Pittsburg 
to its mouth, is about half a mile ; but in some places it expands to a mile and 
more, and at other points, it contracts to less than half a mile. The a^erage 
•ange between high and low water, is nearly 50 feet, but during the, highest floods, 
t has risen, at Cincinnati, to the height of 63 feet above low water mark. 

• “ In tracing the Ohio to its source, we must regard the Alleghany as its proper con- 

tinuation, « * • * a boat may start with sufficient water, within seven miles of 
Lake Erie, in sight, sometimes, of the sails which whiten the approach to the harbor of 
Buffalo, and float securely down the Conewango, or Cassadaga, to il>c Alleghany, down 
the Alleghany to the Ohio, and thence uninterruptedly to the Oulf of Mcixico.” — EUei m 
tilt Mississippi and Ohio rivers. 
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■ The Ohio is generally navigable for steamers of the largest class^ from Pitts« 
bnrg to its mouth, at all seasons, except for a short peri^ during dry sunamer 
months, and sometimes a few weeks obstmction by ice, in severe winters. The 
'smaller boats are never stopped running by low water. 

Pittsburg, the principal city of Western Pennsylvania, is situated on a 

point formed by the j unc> 
tion of the Alleghany 
and Monongahela rivers. 
It is 251 miles west ot 
Harrisburg, the capital 
of the State, and 357 
miles west by north from 
Philadelphia. Perhaps 
its site is unrivaled in 
utisBoao. the world — surrounded 

by inexhaustible beds of iron, coal, &c., and with a navigation of about 50,000 
miles, which gives it access to the richest and most fertile regions of the globe. Its 
early history is very interesting. The Gt)vernor of Canada (then under dominion 
of the French) having formed the design of connecting that province with Louisi* 
ana, by a line of defenses e&tehding from the Lakes to the Mississippi, had estab- 
lished a post at the mouth of French creek, and was about to take possession 
of “ the Forks,” as the site of Pittsburg was then called. Gov. Dinwiddie, of 
Virginia, dispatched George Washington, in October, 1753, to demand of the 
French commander his designs. On his route, he stopped at the Forks,” and, 
thinking it a proper place for the erection of a fort, communicated it to the 
Governor. The following spring, the Virginia Ohio Company commenced erect- 
ing fortifications on it. While engaged in doing so, on the 17th of April, 1754, 
Monsieur de Contricoeur, a French officer, arrived with 300 canoes, containing 
1000 French and Indians, and 18 cannon, and compelled them to surrender. 
This was the commencement of the French and Indian wars, which continued 9 
years. The French gave to the fort the name of Fort Duquesne, and occupied 
it until the 24th of November, 1758, when Gen. Forbes, of Pennsylvania, and 
Col. George Washington, having marched against them, they set fire to, and 
evacuated it. Gen. Forbes took possession the next day, and called it Fort Pitt, 
in honor of the Earl of Chatham. Little ira^U’ovement was made until after the 
Bevolution. In 1775, the number of houses did not exceed 30. In 1786, the 
first newspaper was printed here. After 1795, the city improved rapidly. 

In 1801, James Berthone & Co., commenced the building of ships, and in 3 
years, 5 or 6 ships and schooners were finished and sent to sea. 

Pittsburg is now the great mart for the western part of New York, Virginia, 
and Pennsylvania. It is connected with Philadelphia and the Atlantic cities by 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, and, during the canal-boating season, by the Penn- 
sylvania Canal for the carriage of heavy freight. The population of the city 
proper, is about 87,000. On the opposite side of the Alleghany, is Alleghany 
City, with a population of about 63,000, connected with Pittsburg by three 
bridges, a canal, and aqueduct. On the opposite side of the Monongahela, is Bir- 
mingham, also connected with the city by a splendid bridge. This place has a 
large number of manufactories, and is rapidly increasing. Adjoining it, is South . 
Pittsburg. The district within 5* miles of the center of Pittsburg, embracing 
Alleghany city, Manchester, Birmingham, Sligo, Minersville, East Liberty, Scotts- 
field. South Pittsburg, &c., is estimated to contain a population of 175,000. 

The city sufibred very seriously in 1845, by one of the largest conflagrations 
that has been known in America. The fire broke out on the 11th of April, on 
the corner of Third and Market streets, and ewfept over a space of about fifty -six acres 
twenty squares, and several parts of squares, consuming 1000 brick buildings, 
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many of them running from street to street. This was the most wealthy and 
business portion of the city. Many large stores, foundries, manufactories, dwell- 
ings, churches, hotels, and the bridge across the Monongahela were entirely con- 
sumed. The destruction of property was estimated at between $9,000,000 and 
$ 10 , 000 , 000 . 

Pittsburg is a great. manufacturing city. Iron casting, and iron mongery of 
every description, steam engines, cutlery, nails, glass, paper, wire, steamboat 
building, and many other branches, are carried on here to a largo extent It 
has about 60 churches, a theological seminary, and a university, a merchants* 
exchange, a number of fine schools, a museum, a theater, and one of the finest 
court-houses in the United States. *There is also an arsenal, consisting of an 
inclosed plot of 31 acres, containing a magazine of arms, a powder magazine, 
&c. The Western Penitentiary of the State is also located here. The city is 
supplied with clear and wholesome water, raised from the Alleghany by steam 
power, to a reservoir on G-rant’s hill, 395 feet above the level of the Ohio. The 
basin is 11 feet deep, and will contain 1,000,000 gallons. The water is conducted 
through the city in iron pipes. 

Manchester, Pa., 2 miles below, is a flourishing manufacturing town. Pop- 
ulation about 2000. The United States Marine jdospital is just below this. 

Middleton, Pa., 9 miles below, is a small village in Alleghany co. 

Sewickleyville, Pa., 2 miles below. Population about 1000. A semin- 
ary for boys is located here. 

Economy, Pa., 6 miles below, is a settlement made by George Rapp, a Ger- 
man, 'who, with a number of his countrymen, of the Yeligious order called Har- 
monists, first settled in Butler co.. Pa. From thence, they all removed to the 
Wabash, and built the village of New Harmony. They numbered, then, about 
800. New Harmony was purchased, in 1814, by Robert Owen, and Rapp and 
his followers established themselves at Economy. The Harmonists hold their 
property in common. They have a number of good mills here, and are noted 
for their industry and sobriety. The population of Economy is about 1400. 

Mr. Rapp died in 1847, at a very advanced age. He was highly respected, and 
ably qualified for the station he occupied as the head of this community. 

Baden, Pa., a small village, 4 miles below. 

\ Freedom, Pa., is a small village, 2 miles below. Population about 600. 

Rochester, Pa., 4 miles below, at the mouth of Beaver river. The Ohio 
and Pennsylvania Railroad passes along the bank of the Ohio, from this point to 
Pittsburg. Population about 1200. 

Beaver, 1 mile below, in Beaver co.. Pa., at the mouth of Beaver river, is a 
thriving town, possessing great water-power advantages, derived from the Falls of 
Beaver. A branch of the Ohio Canal extends from Akron, in Summit county, 
Ohio, to the Beaver division of the Pennsylvania Canal, near Newcastle, in 
Mercer county — length, 88 miles. The Beaver division of the Pennsylvania 
Canal runs from Beaver to the head of slack-water navigation on the Shenango— 
distance, 31 miles. Numerous mills and manufacturing establishments are in 
operation in and around Beaver, and several small villages are scattered along the 
river, within a short distance of it. ’Population about 2300. 

Jacobshurg, Pa., opposite Beaver. 

Georgetown, Pa., 14 miles below, and 1 mile above the Ohio line, is a 
small village. Population about 300. 

Glasgow, Pa., opposite Georgetown. Here is the terminus of the Sandy 
and Beaver Canal. 

Liverpool, 4 miles below, is a pleasant village in Columbiana co., O. Pop- 
ulation about An extensive business is carried on here, in the manufao- 

ture of earthenware. 
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W ells ville , O., 4 miles below, in the same co., is the terminus of the Cleyelan<] 
and Pittsburg Railroad. This town was laid out by Win. Wells, in 1824, and 
now contains a population of about 2400. The landing for steamboats is good. 
It is an important point for the shipment of produce — the surrounding country 
being fine for agricultural purposes, and the county ihe bestin Ohio for wool-growing. 

Nearly opposite this place, the \rell-known desperate battle between Adam Poe, hia 
brother, and a party of Indians, is said to have taken place ; and 2 miles below, near the 
mouth of Great Yellow crdek, the locality of the murder of the family of Logan, the 
Mingo Chief. 

Elliottsville, Jefferson co., 0., 8 miles below. 

Kewburg, 0., 2 miles below, in the same co. 

Steubenville, 9 miles below, is the county seat of Jefferson co.,0. Fort 
Steuben was ejected here in 1789, on the spot now occupied by the Female Semin- 
ary. It was ' guarded by a company of troops commanded by Col. Beattie. At 
the period of Wayne’s victory it was deserted. 

Steubenville is beautifully situated on an elevated plane, and contains*a popu- 
lation of about lftOO P, 12 churches, 5 public, and 4 select schools, 1 male 
academy, and a splendid female seminary. In the town and vicinity, there are - 
a number of large flouring mills, a paper mill, 5 woolen factories, one of them 
‘ manufacturing into cloth 60000 pounds of wool annually, 2 cotton, and 2 glass 
manufactories, 3 iron foundries, a steam saw-mill, 2 breweries, and several manufac- 
tories of copperas in the vicinity. In the neighboring country, much attention 
is paid to the rearing of Merino and other superior breeds of sheep. Through a 
great portion of this region, there are inexhaustible beds of stone-coal. 

Three miles below Steubenville, was the former site of the old Mingo town, 
apd residence of Logan, the celebrated Indian chief. It is now occupied as farms. 
The Pittsburg, Cincinnati and St. Louis Railroad (Panhandle route) crosses 
the river, on a fine bridge, at this point. 

Wellsburg, 7 miles below, formerly called Charleston, is the county seat 
of Brooke co., Va., 373 miles from Richmond, the capital of the State. It was 
laid out in 1789, and is beautifully situated on an elevated bank of the river. It 
contains 6 churches, 2 white flint glass manufactories, 1 glass-cutting shop, 1 
paper mill, 1 cotton factory, 5 large warehouses, 6 flouring mills, 1 woolen factory, 

2 printing offices, 1 bank, and a population of about 3000. The manufacturing 
of earthen and stone ware is carried on here extensively. Extensive coal mines are 
worked in the vicinity. 

Warrenton, sometimes called Warren, 7 miles below, in Jefferson co., 0., 
is a small village, containing about 300 inhabitants. 

Tiltonsville, 0., 3 miles below, in Jefferson co. 

Burlington, 0., 4 miles below, in Belmont co. 

yjp. 6 ^ — ’ Martinsville, 1 mile below, in the same co., is a flourishing village, con- 
/ 0 O d • taining 3 churches, and about ^00 inhabitants. 

Wheeling, 1 mile below, is the county seat of Ohio co., Va. It is 264 

miles from Richmond, 
and 351 from Washing 
ton city. It lies on 
both sides of Wheeling 
creek, over which, there 
is a beautiful stone bridge. 
The city stands on a high 
bank of the river, sur* 
rounded by bold hills, 
in which abundance of 
stone-coal is found. It 
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contains a population of about 14,000, has 14 churches, 2 academies, 3 banks^ and 
a sayings institution, a large number of stores aud comm'ssion>houses, iron found 
ries, steam-engine factories, glaSs houses, woolen and cotton factories, paper mills, 
saw-mills, white and sheet; lead aud copperas factories, 6 or 8 printing offices, and 
many flourishing mills in its vicinity. A large number of steamboats are owned 
here. The National Road passes through Wheeling. The city is supplied with 
water from the river, raised by machinery. 

Wheeling is the western terminus of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, also 
of the Hempfiold Railroad, connecting with the Penn. R. R. at Greensburg, Pa. 

The splendid wire suspension bridge, over the Ohio, at this place, built at a cosi 
of over 8200,000, was blown down during a gale, in May, 1854.* The following 
description of this bridge is from a former edition of the luver Guide. 

“ The span is the longest in the world, being 1010 feet. It b 92 feet above 
low water mark, 21 feet wide, and supported by 12 wire cables, each 1380 feet 
long, and 4 inches in diameter, and each containing 572 strand? of No. 10 wire. 
There is a carriage way of 17 feet, and 2 foot-paths, each 3J feet wide. The 
towers on the Wheeling side are 153 1 Teet above low water mark, and 60 feet 
above the abutment on which it stands ; on the'other side they are 21 feet lower. 
This stupendous structure was built by a company of capitalists, who obtained a 
charter in 1847.^’ 


Fort Henry, at the mouth of Wheeling creek, the flrst settlement was formed 
here in 1769, by 3 brothers of the name of Zane, together with a small party of emigrants. 
The fort, however, was not built till 1774, and was at first called Fincastle • but in 1776, 
the name was changed to that of Henry, in honor of Patrick Henry, the eloquent and 
patriotic Governor of Virginia. During Dunmorc’s war it was a place of refuge for 
settlers. 




7^r 


Bridgeport, opposite Wheeling, in Belraontco., 0., is a depot of consider- 
able importance, from which .goods are forwarded through that part of Ohio, by j 
the National Road. It contains 1 church, several mills, and warehouses, a branch 
of the State Bank of Ohio, and a population of about 500. 

Bellaire, 0., 4 miles below, in Belmont co. This is the terminus of the 
Central Ohio Railroad. Population 4.000. • 

Mannyville, Va., 8 miles below, at the mouth of Little Grave creek. 

Elizabethtown, Va. , 1 mile below, is the county seat of Marshall co. It is 
situated on the upper side of Big Grave creek. Ou the lower side of the creek 
is MOUNDSVILLE. United, they contain a population of about 1200, a print- 
ing office, several stores, an academy, and a steam flouring mill. The Baltimore 
and Ohio Railroad passes through the place. 

Big Grave Creek, affords some matter of curiosity to the traveler. A 
short distance up the creek is the largest Indian mound, perhaps, in the United ' 

States. It is between 30 and 40 rods in circumference at the base, and about 
75 feet high. Its sides4irc covered with aged trees. The mound may be seen 
from steamboats passing along the river. Grave creek was settled in 1770 by 
Joseph Tomlinson, who, with a small party, emigrated from Maryland. 

Opposite Grave creek, in Ohio, in 1790, stood Fort Billies. 

Steinerville, 8 miles below, is a small village in Belmont co., O., at the 
mouth of Captina creek. Near this place, a most bloody contest took place be- 
tween the Americans and Indian.s, in May, 1794, known as the battle of Captina. 

Glarington, 7 miles below, is a small village in* Monroe co., 0., at the 
mouth of Sunfish creek. Population about 400 . The county is generally hilly, 
and the western part abounds in iron ore and^oal. A large amount of tobacco | 
MS grown here. 


* Kebuilt Boon after. 


4 


Digitized by Google 


I 



Digitized by Google 



98 


THE OHIO RIVER. 


I 
I 

Hew Martinsville, capitalof Wetzel co., Va., 8 miles below, at the mouth , 
of Fishing- creek, contains a court-house, a number of stores, and about 300 | 
inhabitants. 

Sistersville, Va., 9 miles below, in Tjler co. It has a good landing for i 
steamboats, and is the terminus of several turnpike roads. Coal and iron are | 
found near. Population about 1100. 

Hewport, 12 miles below, in Washington, co.,0. Population about2.000. 

Marietta, 19 miles below, at the mouth of the Muskingum river, is the \ 
county scat of Washington co., 0., and a place of considerable importance in the 
history of the State. Near this spot, on the right bank of the Muskingum, at its | 
junction with the Ohio, the second military post in the State, was built in the , 
autumn of 1785, by a party of troops, under the command of Major John | 
Doughty. They erected a fort called Fort Il-armar. On the 7th of April, 1788, | 
a party of 47 men, under the direction of General Rufus Putnam, landed here, 
having been sent out by the Ohio Company to form a permanent settlement on , 
its purchase. This was the first permanent settlement in Ohio. General St. 
Clair, who had been appointed Governor, not having arrived, temporary laws 
wore formed for the government of the settlers, and published by nailing to a 
tree. Return Jonathan Meigs was .appointed to execute them. Many of these I 
settlers were men of high character ; some of them had served in the severe toils 
of the revolution. General Washington said of them, There never were men 
better calculated to promote the welfare of such a community On the 2d of 
July, a meeting was called on the bank of the Muskingum, and the name of 
Marietta given to the place, in honor of Maria Antoinette, Arch-Duchess of 
Austria. On the 2d of September, the first court was organized with great 
solemnity, at Campus Martius Hall, (as the stockade was called,) Rufus Putnam 
and Benjamin Tupper, judges. This settlement experienced great privations and 
trials, during its early history, but improved rapidly. 

Marietta is built on a level plot of ground, and part of it is liable to be over- 
flowed by the floods of the Ohio. It contains 8 churches, 2 academies, a college, 

2 public libraries, 1 bank, 2 printing offices, and a number of extensive manu- 
facturing establishments. Population about 5500. 

Marietta is the terminus of the Marietta, and Glncinnati Railroad. 

Harmar, is on the south side of .the Muskingum, oppo.site Marietta. It is 
favorably situated for manufacturing purposes, having the double advantage of 2 
.rivers and the dam of the Muskingum. Steamboat building is carried on to a 
.considerable extent, and there are several mills, and manufactories different 
kinds. Harmar has a fine large hotel, a male and female academy, and about 
1000 iuhabilants. . / 

Muskingum River, (See pof/e V24.) . 

Vienna, V a., 6 miles below Marietta, nearly opposite an island of the same name. 

Parkersburg, 7'miles below, is the county scat of Wood co., Va., and is at 
the mouth of Little Kanawha river. , It is a place of considerable business, and 
contains 4 churches, 1 printing office, 1 bank, 4 steam mills, 2 tanneries, and 1 
carding factory. Population nearly 4,000. A splendid iron bridge, built 
by the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Co., cro.sses the river at this point, con- 
necting that road with the Cincinnati and Marietta Railroad, at Belpre, 0. 

Little Kauawbst River, rises in Braxon co., Va., and after a course of 
150 mile.s, empties into the Ohio at Parkersburg. Extensive veins of stone coal, and i 
number of salt springs, are in the country through which it flows. It is navigable but a 
few miles. » 

Belpre, opposite! Parkersburg, in Wa.shington co., 0. Population 2.000. 

Blannerba^ssetit’s Island, 2 miles below, is celebrated as having been 
the residence of Herman Blannerhassct, an Irish emigrant of distinction, who, 
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about the year 1798, commenced improying it, and built a splendid mansion. Hia 
lady was a highly accomplished woman, and his house was the resort of the most 
literary and refined society. When Aaron Burr was projecting his famous expe- 
dition, he called on Blannerhasset, induct him to join in the conspiracy, and 
embark all his wealth in the scheme. They were detected, arrested, and tried 
for treason. Although not convicted, Blannerhasset was ruined. His splendid 
mansion was deserted and went to decay, and his pleasure grounds overrun with 
brush and weeds. 

Centre, 0., is a small village, nearly opposite the foot of the island. 

Troy» or Hockingsport, 12 miles below, in Athens co., 0., is a small village, at 
the mouth of the Hockhocking river. Population about 850. 

The Hockhocking River, rises in Fairfield oo., 0., winds through a billy 
country about 80 miles, and enters the Ohio river at Troy. The name of the river is that 
given to itbj the Delaware Indians, and signifies a bottle. 

This river is navigable for small crafts to Athens, the county seat. 7 miles from Lan- 
caster, it falls over a ledge of rucks, about 40 feet perpendicular. Above the falls it re- 
sembles a bottli^ . In shape* which probably gave rise to the name. The whole country 
along it is full of wild and picturesque scenery. Numerous ancient mounds and fortifica- 
tions, are found north of Athens, some of them built of stone — differing entirely from 
any found in the vicinity. Some of them are of an extraordinary size ; in one was found 
a thousand perch of stond, out of which, a dam was constructed across the river. At 
Athens there is a flourishing university endowed with 2 townships of land. 

Belleville, 4 miles below Troy, in Wood co., Va., at the mouth of Lee^s 
creek, was settled in 1785, by" a party of emigrants from Pittsburgh, under the 
direction of Joseph Wood, Esq. In 1786, extensive blockhouses, surrounded by 
pickets, were erected, to prevent the incursions of the Indians, from whom the 
settlers suffered severely. It was the scene of. many tragical events. 

Mnrraysville, 5 miles below, in Jackson oo., Va. The business of steam- 
boat building is carried on here to some extent. 

Shade River, 1 mile below, on the Ohio side, is a small stream which 
empties in the Ohio here. Its mouth was formerly called the Devil’s Hole.” 
This was the point at which the Scioto Indians usually crossed the Ohio, after 
their predatory incursions into Virginia. 

Ravens wood, 11 miles below, ip Jackson co., Va., has a population of 
about 350, 2 churches, 2 school houses, a number of stores, and a large saw and 
grist mill. The country is hilly but generally very productive, and is finely 
Adapted for grazing, and 'many sheep and cattle are raised here. 

Letartsville, 23'miles below, is a small town in Meigs co., 0. It is situated 
just at the falls, and at the foot of the Island bearing that name. 

Graham's Station, 6 miles below, in Meigs co., 0., a small place contain- 
ing about 150 inhabitants. 

Racine, O., 1 mile below, is a small village. 

Kinersville, 0., 6 miles below, immediately above Pomeroy. 

Pomeroy, 1 mile below, the county seat of Meigs co., 0., is a nourishing 
town. It was settled in 1816, and the coal mines opened in 1832. In 1841, 
Pomeroy was made the county seat. It is situated on a narrow strip of land, 
running some distance along the river. Immediately back of it is a rough, pre- 
cipitous hill, and the country in the interior is wild and romantic. It abounds 
with stone coal of a good quality, and large quantities are furnished to steam- 
boats and shipped to points below. In 1851, a company was formed here for the 
manufacture of salt, and an extensive business is now carried on in that article. 
There are a number of large manufactories, foundries, mills, &c., established hero, 
employing a heavy capital and a large number of hands. Population 5800. 

Coalport, 1 mile below, is the principal mining point of the Pomeroy com- 
pany. Railways are here built for the purpose of running down the coal from 
(he mines to boats in the river. 
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Kiddleport, 1 mile below Coalport. These'towns owy their incre^ to 

c<M»l trade, which is becoming more extensive every year. ^ 

Sheffield adjoins Middleport, and is a flourishing village. 

West Colambia, 1 mile below, in Mason co., Va., is a thriving village 

Tlie manufacturing of salt is carried on here to considerable extent. i 

Cheshire, 3 miles below, in Gallia co., 0. 

Addison, 0., 3 miles below, in same co. 

Point Pleasant, 4 miles below, at the mouth of the Great Kanawha river» 
is the county scat of Mason co., Va. It is the site of the bloodiest battle ever fought witl> 
tlie Indians in Virginia — the " battle of Point Pleasant," on tlie lOth of October, 17/4, whexx 
a >>out IlUO Americans were attacked by a large body of Indian warriors, comprising the 
flower of theShawauee, Delaware, Mingo, Wyandotte, and Cuyahoga tribes, led on by tha&t 
famous warrior, Cornstalk. The battle continued all day, when the Indians finding them- 
selves about to be completely surrounded, retreated across the Ohio, to their towns on th« 
Scioto. Point Pleasant contains 2 churches, several stores, a court-house, 2 mills, 2 tanneries, 
and about 600 inhabitants. 

The Great Kanawha Biver, is the principal stream of Western Virginia. 
It rises in the Alleghany mountains, and, after winding through a highly picturesque and 
mountainous region, enters the. Ohio at Point Pleasant. It is navigable for small steam- 
boats, to the Kanawha Salines — a distance of 60 miles from its mouth — where are the most 
extensive salines in the western country. The quantity of salt manufactured annually is 
about three millions of bushels. 

The'seebe^ along the Kanawha is unsurpassed by any in the west. From the mouth of 
the river to Charleston, the county scat of Kanawha county, a distance of 55 miles ; it is 
pleasingly variegated by fertile fields and rough mountain landscapes. Above the salines, 
the river is broken by falls, and the country becomes more mountainous. In the neighbor- 
hood of the falls are many places of great interest. Among others, the" Hawk’s Nest,” or, 
as it has sometimes been called, “Marshall's Pillar," a bold projecting mountain peak, 
tliat rises to the height of 1000 feet above the river. 

Gallipolis, 4 miles below, is the county seat of Gallia co., 0. It is pleasantly 
situated on a high bauk. It was originally settled in 1791, by a party of French eraigrautao 
* It is a forwarding point for a large amount of produce.' Population about 3700. 

.Big Bacoon Creek, enters the Ohio from Gallia co., 5 miles beljw 

Gallipolis. 

Blandenbarg, O., 6 miles below, in same co., is a small village. 

Millersport, 14 miles below, is a small village in Lawrence co., 0. Popu- 

lation about 150. 

Haskellville, 0., a small village, 3 miles below, in same co. 

Gnyandotte, 10 miles below, in Cabell co., Va., at.the mouth of Guyandotte 
river, is the most important point of steamboat embarkation in Western Virginia, except 
Wheeling. The great stage route along the Kanawha to Winchester commences here. It 
Is a flourishing place. Population about 2200. > ) 

Guyandotte Biver, rises in Logan co., Va. It is a small stream. 

Proctorsville, a small village in Ohio, nearly. opposite Guyandotte. 

Burlington, 8 miles below, is the county seat of Lawrence co., 0. Popu- 

ulation about 800. 

The country around Burlington, abounds in' iron* ore. There are a large number of 
furnuccs in operation. It is situated iu the most southern extremity of the State. 

Big Sandy Biver, enters the Ohio, 4 miles below Burlington, and is the 
boundary between Ky., and Va. It is formed by the junction of the east and west forks at 
I/iuisa, Lawrence co., Ky,, about 50 miles from i'ts mouth. The east fork rises in Tazewell 
Va.; the west fork in Russell co., Va. The east branch is some 150 miles in length. 
The Bi{j Sandy, and branches, flow through very extensive beds of bituminous coal, from 
which large quantities are annually mined and shipped to towns below, on the Ohio. It 
is navigable for small steamers during high water, about lOO miles. 

Catlettsbnrg, at the mouth of the Big Sandy river, in Boyd co., Ky., 

forms the extreme north-eastern point of the State. 

Coal Grove, Lawrence yo.. 0., a small village, 4 miles below. 

Ashland, Boyd co., Ky., nearly opposite Coal Grove. 

Ironton, Lawrence co., 0., 5 miles below, was commenced in June, 1849, ^7 
the Ohio Irok and Coal Compant. It is located on a bank of the river, above the highest 
heehets, in the midst of the richest iron and coal region of Ohio and Kentucky. A large 
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aamberof blast famaces are in the vicinitj. It is connected bj the Iron Railroad with 
minerid regions on the north. Steam engines, locotnotivos, railway cars, machinery, stoves, 
hollow ware, axes, <bc., are manufactured extensively. There arc, also, foundries, rolling 
mills, planing mills, Ac. Population about 6000. 

Hanging Hock, 4 miles below, in Lawrence co., 0., derives its name from 
a cliff of rocks about 400 feet high, in the rear of the town. It is the principal shipping 
point for the iron manufactured in that region. The different mines in the vicinity ars 
connected with this point by means of Railroads. Population about 2000. 

Qreennpsbnrgh, 6 miles below, is the county seat of Greenup, co., Ky. It 

is situated at the mouth of Little Sandy river. Population 1.000. 

Wheelersbnrgh, 8 miles below, in Scioto co., 0., is a flourishing town, with 

ASq » poplulation of 1.050 • / / r 

Sciotoville, O., a small village, 3 miles below, in Scioto 

Portsmouth, 9 miles below, county scat of Scioto co., is situated on a high 
bank, on the upper side of the mouth of the Scioto river, and at the terminus of the Ohio 
Canal. It is 90 miles south of Columbus, the capital of the State. Portsmouth is a point 
of considerable importance. A vast deal of bu.siness is transacted here, and the town is in 
a flourishing condition. It contains 8 or 10 churches, a fine court-house, a bank, a number 
of stores, rolling, flour, and oil mills, carding machine, forge, nail factory, and several 
foundries, and 4 printing offices. Iron ore, coal, and fine building stone, are abundant in 
the vicinity. The popuTatiou is about 10.500 The Scioto and Homing Valley Railroad ter« 
minutes here. 

Scioto Kiver, (^See 'page 124.) 

Spring^lle, Greenup co., Ky., opposite Portsmouth, contains a foundry, several 
manufactories, and a population of about 600. This county abounds in fine beds of iron 
ore. There are 10 blast furnaces in operation in it. 

Alexandria, 3 miles below, in Scioto co., 0., is a small village. 

' Bradford, 3 miles below, in same co. 

Bockville , 11 miles below, in Adams co., 0.. is a small village. It has milla 

for lawing stone, quarried in the vicinity. ^ ^ 

Vancebnrg, 2 miles below> in Lewis co., Ky., is a small village. Pop. 200. 

Borne, 7 miles below, in Adams co., 0., is a small place. ^ Y / 

Concord, 7 miles below, a small village in Lewis eo., Ky. Pop. about 200. 

Manchester, 7 miles below, a thriving village in Adams co., 0., contains 
several flouring mills, and factories ; population about fiQD. The first settlement within 
/ the Virginia military district was maae at this point, in 1795, by Qen. Nathaniel Massie. 

Maysville, 12 miles below, county scat of Mason co., Ky. It was for many 
years known as “ Limestone,” from the creek of that name, which here enters the Ohio. It 
was settled in 1784, under the auspices of Simon Kenton. Col. Daniel Boone resided here 
in 1786. Maysville stands on a high bank, and presents quite a beautiful appearance from 
the river. It is surrounded by a range of bold and verdaut highlands. It is the depot for 
( goods and produce in the northeastern part of the State, and is the largest hemp market in 

the United States. Maysville was incorporated in 1839. It is a compactly built city, eon 
taining a number of fine edifices; a handsome city -hall, a substantial stone jail, *8 or 9 
churches, a hospital, 2 banks, 2 large seminaries, public and private schools, a number of 
printing offices, 2 steam cotton factories, 1 bagging factory, a wool-carding factory, 2 found- 
ries, 5 rope walks, 2 steam saw mills, a large flouring mill, and divers other factories; a 
large number of stores, and commission houses, pork-houses, lumber yards, Ac. Population 
about 7000. 

Aberdeen, on tlie opposite side of the river from Maysville, in Brown co., 0., 

is a thriving village, containing a population of about 900. 

Charleston, 7 miles below, in Mason co., Ky., is a small village. 

Ripley, 2 miles below, in Brown co., 0., is -a flourishing business town. It 
was laid out in 1812, and was called Staunton ; it was changed to Ripl^ in honor of Oen.- 
'I ^ i Itipley, a military officer, highly esteemed by the settlers at this place It contains 1 bank, 
</ $ churches, a newspaper printing office, and about iuhabitants. 

Lavana, 2 miles below, b a small village in the same co. 

Dover, opposite Lavana, in Mason co., Ky., is a thriving village, in the center 
of the tobacco region. Population 650. 

Higgins port, 4 miles below, in Brown co., 0., is a flourishing village. Popu- 

^tioa about 650. 
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Adgusta, 4 miles below, in Bracken co., Ky., is handsomely situated. There 
h»re been numerous human bones excavated from the earth in Augusta, proving it to ha^e 
been a burial place in times long since gone by. A resident of this town mentions havinj^ 
found no skeletons in digging a cellar 60 by 70 feet. 

Augusta contains about 1200 inhabitants. Augusta college was founded in 1822, by tba 
Methodist Episcopal Church, being the first college ever instituted by that Church. 

Bockspringy Ky., is a landing point, 4 miles below. 

Mechanicsburgh, 4 miles below, is a small village in Clermont co., 0. Popu- 

lation about 200. 


Heville, 3 miles below, is a village of considerable enterprise, in the same 

CO. Population 3^ 




Fosterville’, a small village opposite Neville, in Ky. 
Moscow, 0., 2 miles below Neville. Population about 300. 

Point Pleasant, 3 miles below, a village in Clermont co. 
There are 2 large pork-packing establishments here. 


Population 260 . 


Belmont, opposite Point Pleasant, in Ky., is a small village. 

/ New Eichmond, 5 miles below, in Clermont co., 0., is a thriving business 

-2.^/0 town, and the largest and most important one in the county. It contains about 2500 inhabltania. 

Palestine, 4 miles below, in the same co., is a place of considerable business. 
There is an extensive brick-yard here. The brick are made by machinery and shipped to 
Cincinnati by fiat-boats. Population about 350. 


; California, Hamilton co., 0.,is'a small village near the mouth of the Little 


Miami. 


The Little Miami Eiver enters the Ohio, about 15 miles below New 
Richmond, and 6 miles above Cincinnati. It fiows through a very fertile country, adorned 
with fine farms. There are upwards of 50 mill-seats on its banks. In the neighborhood of 
Yellow Springs, about 70 miles from its mouth, is a place called “ Clifton,” which affords 
some of tne most beautiful scenery in the west. Here the river, in the distance of a few 
miles, falls 200 feet. These falls have cut a narrow channel to a great depth, through solid 
rocks of limestone. The banks are covered with hemlock, cedar, and other evergreens. In 
some places, the stream is so narrow that a person can leap from bank to bank. The Little 
Miami abounds in excellent fish. Toward the mouth of the stream, the land bordering on it 
is low, and is known by the name of the ” Miami Bottoms,’' which are exceedingly ftrtile, 
subject tooverfiow, during^^rfs in the Ohio, by ” back water.” It is not navig&ble. 

Columbia, 2 miles below, was originally designed for the great emporium of 
the west. It was laid out by Major Beniamin Stites, in 1780, and a plat extends for more 
than a mile along the Ohio, reaching back about three-fourths of a mile. The site not being 
found sufiiciently high above the fioods of the river, the project of a city was abandoned. 
The first church in Ohio was built here. 


Dayton, Ky., opposite the upper part of Cincinnati ; formerly Jamestown 
and Brooklyn. Population about 2,000. 



Cincinnati, the county seat of Hamilton co., and the largest city in the Western 
States, stands on the north bank of the Ohio river, directly opposite the mouth of Licking 
iver, in N. Lat. 39° 6' 30", and west Long, from Washington, 7^ 24' 45" It is 476 miles by 
he river, from Pittsburg, 142 above Louisville, 500 frqm Washington City, 531 above the 
mouth of the Ohio, and 1517 from New Orleans. It is situated in a beautiful valley of about 
12 miles in circumference, surrounded by hills. This valley is divided nearly In the center 
by the Ohio. The first settlement was made here on the 24th of December, lt88, by a p^y 
of men sent out under Matthias Denman, Col. Israel Ludlow, and Robert Patterson, to im- 
prove a portion of the purchase made by Hon. John Cloves Symmes. This purchase embraoed 
a tract of .311,632 acres in the southwest quarter of the State, lying between the Great and 
Little Miami rivers. It extends along the Ohio river a distance of 27 miles. One square 
mile in each township was reserved for the use of schools, andsection29 in each township 
for the Mipportof religious societies. 
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The party landed opposite the month of the Licking, and laid out a town called LosauCl- 
rillo. This name was, however, abandoned in a short time, and the name of Cincinnati 

f ;iven to it. In February 1789, a party under the immediate direction of Judge Symmea 
anded at what is now called North Bend, 15 miles below Cincinnati, and there laid out 
^hatwas intended to be a large city, called frames. In March, a detachment of soldiers 
arrived at the Bend, to protect the settlers. There now existed considerable rivalry between 
the three places — Columbia, Cincinnati, and North Bend, as to which would eventually' 
become the chief seatof business. This rivalry was terminated in favor of Cincinnati, by 
the arrival of Mmor Doughty, from Fort Harmar, whq built Fori Washington, to which, the 
troops from the Bend, were subsequently removed. In January 1790, Gen. Arthur St Clair 
organized Hamilton county. In the same year, Gen. Harmar marched from Fort Washing- 
ton against the Indians. In the next year, Gen. St. Clair started from the same place on his 
ill-fated expedition. On his return. Major Ziegler was appointed to the command of the 
Fort, and, in a short time after, was succeeded by Col. Wilkinson, who was, in 1794, suc- 
ceeded by Capt. William Henry Harrison, (afterward President of the United States,) who 
retained it till 1793. 


In 1792, the first church was erected. Rev. James Kemper was the first pastor of it, and 
Dr. Joshua L. VVilson, the second, who filled that station upward of 40 years, until his 
death, which took place in 1847. In 1793, William Maxwell established the firs^ paper 
north of the Ohio river ,^at Cincinnati, called the *' Sentinel of the Nortwestern Territory.*’ 
On the 11th of January, L794, two keel-boats, with bullet-proof covers and port-holes, and 
provided with cannon and small arms, sailed from Cincinnati to Pittsburg, each making a 
trip once in four weeks. During this period the town progressed but slowly. 

The population in 1795, was about 500 ; in 1800, 750 ; in 1810, 2540. From 1800 to 1812, 
it progessed pretty rapidly, and considerable trade was carried on with New Orleans, in 
kem-boats, which returned, laden with foreign goods. The passage to New Orleans, occu- 
pied 25 days, and the return, 65. In 1819, it was incorporated as a city, and in 1820, con- 
tained a population of 10,000 ; in 1830, 24,831 ; in 1840, 46,338 : in 1847, 90,000 : in 1850, 
115,438 ; in 1870, 220,000. 


The city now occupies every portion of that part of the valley lying north of the Ohio 
river. It is laid out with considerable regard to regularity ; the streets in the center of the 
city being broad, and intersecting each other at right angles. Many of the hills surround- 
ing the city are adorned by stately and elegant mansions, with ornamental grounds at- 
tached ; while some of them are yet covered with groves of ancient forest trees. 

In point of commercial importance, Cincinnati occupies a front rank in 
the West. The numerous railroads which center here, and the many steam- 
ers on the river, connect the city with all the available points of importance 
in the country. Foreign importation and exportation are both extensively 
done. Pork packing is one of the most extensive branches of business in 
the city, and the manufacture of tobacco and cigars is largely carried on. 

Cincinnati is the center of many extensive railway lines ; the ones having 
their termini here are: the Little Miami and Columbus and Xenia, connecting 
with many important roads in various directions, (New York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Washington, etc.) The Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton, hav- 
ing also many important connections, east, north, and north-west. The 
Ohio and Mississippi, The Indianapolis and Cincinnati, The Marietta and 
Cincinnati, and the Covington aud Lexington, with lines penetrating the 
Southern States; the Louisville, Cincinnati and Lexington, (Short Line). 
Many extensive lines, doing a vast amount of business, enter the city over 
these roads, as the Hamilton, Eaton and Richmond ; Atlantic and Great 
Western, the Erie Railroad, the Cincinnati and Muskingum Valley Rail- 
road, the Cleveland and Columbus, the Baltimore and Ohio, the New York 
Central, the Pennsylvania Central, etc., etc. 

The Miami Canal, extending to Lake Erie at Toledo, has its terminus here. 

- Manufacturing is entered into hero with great energy, and employs a vast 
amount of capital, ranking, in amount annually produced and in capital in- 
vested, the third city in the Union. Numerous mills and factories are in 
operation, besides founderies, planing mills, saw mills, rolling mills, flour 
mills, type founderies, machine shops, distilleries, etc. Nearly all kinds of 
machinery is driven by steam. Steamboat building is an extensive and im- 
portant branch of industry. ' 

The Fire Department of Cincinnati is second to none in the Union in point 
of efficiency; steam fire engines are employed, and the pay system adopted. 
The Fire Alarm Telegraph is in use, by means of which all the fire bells of 
the city are rung simultaneously. / 
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The Public Buildings of Cincinnati' are numerous, and many of them 
handsome specimens of architecture. 

The OiTicinnati Obaervcdory was built by public contribution, and is a fine, 
stone building situated on a beautiful hill to the east of the city, called 
Mount Adams, in honor of the late ex-president, who officiated on the occa- 
sion of laying the corner-stone, on the 9th of November, 1843. The tele- 
scope is from the manufactory of Mentz & Mahler, of Munich. It is an 
excellent instrument, of fine finish and vast power. Its cost was $10,000. 

The following are noticeable for their prominence and fine architectural 
display: Cincinnati Hospital; Mechanics’ Institute Building; Cincinnati 
College edifice, in which is located the Young Men’s Mercantile Library 
Association ; the Hamilton county Court-house ; the Custom-house and Post 
Office building; the Masonic Temple; the Ohio Medical College; the Wes- 
Wan Female College; St. Xavier’s College; the Woodward and Hughes’ 
High Schools ; the Public Library Building ; the House of Refuge ; the 
City Work-house, and, just beyond the city limits, the Longview Lunatic 
A^lum, etc., etc. 

The Churches of the city are numerous and handsonie. The following 
are among the most conspicuous, viz: St. Paul’s (Methodist Episcopal), 
St Peter’s Cathedral, the Central Christian Church, the Jewish Synagogue, 
etc. There are many private schools and seminaries, which hola a promi- 
nent place in the esteem of the citizens; but there are none which are looked 
on with so much pride as the Common or District Schools. The city is 
divided into school districts, each having a school-house capable of accomo- 
dating from 700 to 1,200 pupils. 

The Water-works of Cincinnati is an object of some interest The water 
is forced, by means of powerful steam engines,' from the river on to a hill, 
about 50 rods distant, and near 200 feet above the level. of. the lowest part' 
of the city; it is then conducted, by means of iron pipes, through the city; 
thus affordin" a full supply of excellent water to every inhabitant. 

The city is lighted with gas by the Cincinnati Gas Li^ht and Coke Company. 

There are several fine parks: Lincoln Park, Washijjgton Park, etc. The 
largest — Eden Park — overlooking the river, cout^'msr iO^ acres. In it is a 
large reservoir for the water-works, covering 14 acres. 

About 6 miles from the Custom-house, to the north-west of the city, is 
/SfpHngr Grove Ceinetery. It is a beautiful place, well laid out and adorned 
With shade trees and shrubbery, and comprising about 443 acres. 

The longest wire suspension bridge in the world spans the Ohio between 
Cincinnati and Covington. Its length, including approaches, is 2,252 feet. 
Height above low water mark 100 feet. Circumference of cables 3 feet. 
Total cost, $2,000,000. There is also a bridge across the Ohio between Cin- 
cinnati and Newport It accommodates foot passengers and wagons in ad- 
dition to the railroad for which it was constructed especially. 

Newport, on the south bank of the Ohio river, at the mouth of Licking river, 
opposite Cincinnati, in Campbell co., Ky. Newport is rapidly increasing in population 
«nd wealth. The town contains a number of churches, .several schools, a Targe number of 
stores, mills, factories, Ac. Populatioji about Ki,000. 

At the mouth of Licking is an old United States' recruiting station, the buildings belong- 
Dg to the station were, .some years since, rebuilt in a neat and handsome manner. 

A steam ferry plies from Cincinnati every few minutes in the day. A beautiful wire sus 
pension bridge, across the Licking, connects Newport with Covington. 

Licking River. — This is a very remarkable stream, and with but little 
expense could be made of immense value to. the State. It is usually from 50 to 10(^ yards 
wide, with high steep banks, and in many places, even In low water, is more than 30 feet 
deep. The average depth for 60 miles above its mouth, during two-thirds of the year, 
except on the ripples, will no doubt exceed 6 feet. It is generally muddy, with but very 
little current. Tne shores are covered with large forest trees, whose gigantic limbs almost 
touch each other. The State commenced some years since to improve, by means of locks. 
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(a thing which could easily bo accomplished,) the navigation of this river, but the project 
was abandoned. 

During high water, light draught steamboats can, without difficulty, ascend 50 or 60 
miles. This river rises in the Cumberland mountains, Floyd co., Ky., and after pursuin|^ 
a north-westerly course of 180 miles, empties into the Ohio opposite Cincinnati. 

CoYington, on the lower side of the mouth of the Licking, in Kcltton co., Ky., 
is built on a beautiful plane. Population about 25,000. The streets are laid out so as to 
appear from the hills back of Cincinnati as a continuation of that city. Covington is iu a 
highly flourishing condition, and bids fair to become a very large city the bridge makes 
intercourse between it and Cincinnati easy. It contains a fine city-hall, 10 or 12 churches, 
a very richly endowed theological college, belonging to the Bimtists, and a large number of 
manufactories of different kinds. Covington is the terminus of the Covington and Lexington 
Railroad. 

Industry, 10 miles below Cincinnati, in Hamilton co., 0., a small village 
It contains a large stove foundry, owned by an association of journeymen stove-molders 
Population about 200. 

Claysville, Ky., a small place nearly opposite Industry. 

Home City, 2 miles below Industry, in the same county, laid out fora town 

by an association styled “ The Cincinnati Building Association.” 

North Bend, 4 miles below, in Hamilton co., 0., near the mouth of the 

Great Miami River, was the place originally laid out by Judge Symmes for the great city 
of the West. It is a small town, population about 200, and noted as the former residence 
ana grave of the lamented President Harrison. On a beautiful knoll, just below, his remains 
are interred. A plain built brick vault is erected over them, and is visible for several miles 
up and down the river. Standing by Ita side, the eye of the observer takes in a beautiful 
view of parts of Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky. About 30' rods west of it, is the grave of 
the Hon. John Cleves Symmes. 

The Great Miami River rises in Hardin co., 0., and after a south-west 
course of about 100 miles, empties into the Ohio, 4 miles below North Bend, at the State line 
between Indiana and Ohio. The country through which it flows is highly cultivated and 
exceedingly fertile ; it is termed the “ Great Miami Bottoms,” in contradistinction to the 
" Little Miami Bottoms.” There is a great amount of water power obtained from this stream,* 
which renders it of immense Importance to the inhabitants of the region through which it 
passes. Several important towns are situated on the banks of this river ; among which are 
• Hamilton, Dayton, Troy, and Piqua. It is not navigable. 

Lawrenceburg, county scat of Dearborn co., la., 2 miles below the mouth of 
the Great Miami, is a flourishing business place. Population about 4000. That part of the 
town near the river, being low, is liable to inundations by Jlooda in the Ohio. It contains a 
court-house, 6 churches, an extensive distillery, 8 mills, a carding machine, and 3 printing 
offices. The Ohio and Mississippi Railroad, the Cincinnati and Indianapolis Railroad, pas* 
through the town. 

Petersbarg, 2 miles below, in Boone co., Ky., is a small village. Popula- 
tion 250. Many curious remains of an ancient race have been found here, in dicing wells 
and cellars. Near the town, are the remains of an ancient fortification, evidently the work 
of a more civilized people than our North American Indians appear to have been. 

Aurora, at the mouth of Hogan creek, 2 miles below, in Dearborn co., la., is a 
flourishing place. It was laid out in 1819, and incorporated as a city in 1848. A large pork 
business is done here, besides distilling and various other branches of business. Popu- 
lation 8300. The Ohio and Mississippi Railroad passes through Aurora. 

Belleview, 6 miles below, in Boone co., Ky., is a small village. 

Rising Sun, county seat of Ohio co., la., 3 miles below, is a flourishing town. 
It contains a court-house, 3 churches, 3 mills, a lar^ cotton and woolen factory, an exten- 
ive distillery, 2 printing offices, and a population of about 1800. 

Millersburg, la., 3 miles below, in same county, a landing point for several 

of the interior counties. 

Big Bone Lick Creek, 9 miles below, in Boone co., Ky., about 2 miles 
from the mouth of this creek is the place celebrated as the Big Bone Lick Springs. The 
water is impregnated with sulphur and salt, and the place derives its name from the immeesa 
number of bones of the Mastodon, or Mammoth, and the Arctic Elephant, formerly found 
scattered all over the surface of the earth, here. 

Hamilton, a small village, just below the mouth of Big Bone lack creek, in 

same co. Population about 200. 
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Patriot, 2 miles below, in Switzerland co., la. Population about 600. 

Warsaw, 11 miles below, is the county seat of Gallatin co., Ky.,and was for- 
verly known as Fredericksburg. It contains a court-house and county buildings, 2 churches^ 
3 schools, 1 printing office, 2 pork -houses, 1 tobacco factory, 1 flouring mill, and a distillery. 
Population about lOOO. This is a place of considerable trade, and exports large quantities 
of corn, tobacco, and rarious other kinds of produce. The surrounding country is hilly bot 
Tejy ^jjii>ductive — raisingfinecropsof corn, wheat, and tobacco. It also abounds in flue timber 

■' , qnmntim~n inll 111 Florence, 1 mile below, in Switzerland co., la., 

' is a small village. Population about 20U. 

Vevay, 10 miles below, is the county scat of Switzerland co., la. Populatum 
about 2000. It was settled in 1804, by a number of Swiss families, to whom Congresa made 
a favorable grant of land for the purpose of commencing the cultivation of the grape. The 
grape found to succeed best is the Cape grape, from which a considerable quantity of wine, 
re^^‘mbling claret, is made. 

Qhent, opposite Vevay, in Carroll co., Ky., i.s a handsome village. Populatioo 

about 350. 

Carrollton, formerly called Port William, 10 miles below, at the mouth of the 
Kentucky river, is the county .seat of Carroll co., Ky. This point was first settled by a Mr. 
Elliot, in 1784. In March, 1785, his hou.sc was attacked by a body of Indian.s and burned, 
and him.self killed. In 1786, Capt. Ellison erected a block-house, but was driven from it by 
the Indians. In 17S9, Qen. Charles Scott, erected a block-house, and fortified it by pickets. 
It was occupied until 1792 when the present town was laid out. 
n Carrollton contains' a court-house and public buildings, 1 academy, 3 churches, 2 corn 
f / / ” “iH*» 1 steam saw mill, 1 carding factory, 1 rope-walk, and apopulatiuu of \090. 

Kentucky Eiver, {Sec p\igc 125.) 

Preston, a small village, just below the mouth of the Kentucky river, named 
in honor of Col. Preston, of Virginia. Population about 150. 

Madison, county seat of JefFer.soo co., la., 10 miles below, is one of the largest 
and most important commercial cities in the State. It is beautifully located in a valley, 
about three-fourtlis of a mile in width and 3 miles in length, lying in a' bend of the river, and 
surrounded by steep and rugged hills, from 4 to 500 feet in height. The principal part of 
the city is situated more tlian 30 feet above the highest floods of the Ohio river. 

The trade of Madison is quite extensive, and the manufactures are very important. The 
principal part of the trade of the city i.s in wheat and pork, 1110*^0 articles being the chief 
^ pnidncts of the Slate. Population about 11,000. There is a fine hotel here, built at a cost of 
y i / ® Y $.30,000. The other buildings of note in the city, are the court-house, jail, and county offices, 

' 2 market-houses, a bank, 2 schools, and about 15 chiaches. Several of these buildings are 
handsome and costly edifices. Madison coutaius several mills of various kinds, fouuderies, 
factories, ami a large number of stores, many of which are wholesale houses, and do an ex- 
tensive business. The Madison ami Indianapolis R. R., completed in 1849, terminates here. 

Indianapolis, capital of the State of Indiana, and seat of ju.stice for Marion 
county, is situated on the West Fork of White river. It lies on a beautiful plain, nearly in 
the center of the county 108 miles N. W. from Cincinnati, and 86 from Madison. The city 
was l.nid out in 1820. Population now about 42,000. 

Milton, Trimble co., Ky., is a small village nearly opposite Madison. Pop. 150. 

Hanover Landing, 0 mile.s below Matlis6n,in »Jert'ersoa co., la. South Han- 
over i.s a few miles in the interior. 3'he town was first settled in 1810, and now contains 
about 600 inlmbitants. Saiitli Hanover College, established in 1820, by Rev. J. F. Crowe, 
D.D., and the Hon W. Dunn, is a literary institution of the highest order. 

Hew London, 6 miles btdow, in the sameco., is a small village. 

Bethlehem, 6 miles below, in Clark co., la., is a small town, containing a 

church, several stores, and about 300 inhabitants. 

Westport, in Oldham co., Ky., 6 miles below. Population about 300. 

Charleston Landing, Clark co., la., 12 miles below, is the landing pointfot 

lie town of Charleston, 2)0 miles from the river. 

Utica, 5 miles below, in the same county, is a small village. Populatiun 350. 

The article known as *‘IjouisvUle Lime,” is manufactured here in large quantities. 

Jefferionville, 9 miles below, in the same county, nearly opposite Louisville, 
with which, it is in constant communication by means of steam ferry boats. Population 
abtfttt 7500. The Indiana State Penitentiary is located here. It is a fine, large building. 
The terminus of the JcfFersonville Colufnhus Railroad, connecting with the Oliio «jk Mis- ' 
sisaippi R. R. at Seymour, la;, and the Madison A Indianapolis, R. R. at Columbtts, la., is ai 
ihispoiiit. 'I he rivt-r is here over a mile wide. 
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Louisville, I mile below, is the county seat of 
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Jefferson co., Ky It ia 
situated at the head of tho 
Falls of the Ohio, G18 inilc» 
from Pittsburg:, and 137 1> 
from New Orleans. It was 
laidofTbv Capt. ThomasBu.1- 
litt, of Va., in August, 1773, 
but no settlement was 
until 1778, when a sm^v-ll 
party arrived here, witH 
George Kojjers- Clark, and 
settled on what is now callc*cl 
Corn Island, close to the Ken- 
tucky shore. After the posts occupied by the Pritish on the Wabash had l)een taken by' Glen . 
Clark, they removed to the spot on which Louisville now stands, in the fall of the sa.iiio 
year. They built a block-house here, which was subsequently removed and a large fort 
erected in 1782, called Fort Nelson. In 1780, the town was established by an act of tlie 
Legislature of Virginia, under whose jurisdiction Kentucky then was. At this time, 
population was only 30. In 1800, it was G^O ; in 1810, 1300 ; in 1820 4,000 ; in 1830, 
10,090; in 1840, 21,000; in 1843, 28,000; in 1845, J32,000 ; in 1850, 43,217; in 1870, 
100,750. It is now the most important commercial city in Kentucky, and one of tbe 
most important in the West. It is built on a spacious sloping plane, 70 feet above 
low water mark. The streets are hroad and beautiful, ajid laid out at right angles witH 
each other. It contains a city-hall and court house, a medical institute and university, 
two hospitals, an asylum for the blind, 30 churches, 28 schools, two orphan asylums, a 
Work -house, and n large number of religious, literary, and benevolent institutions. There 
are 4 daily, 4 tri-weekly, and 10 weekly newspapers, 1 monthly, ami 1 quarterly perio<lical 
published here. There are, also, a large number of foundries, rolling mills, flouring mills, 
and factories of different kinds, all in successful operation. The packing of pork forms a largo 
item of the business of the city. Louisville is the terminus of the Louisville and Lex. R. R. 

The falls of the river jnst oolow Louisville, obstruct navigation entirely at low .stages of 
water. The descent is 23 feet in 2, miles. To obviate this, a canal was cut around them, 
to Shippingsport, a distance of 2tii miles. It was aj^'ork of stupendous labor, being cut, a 
greater part of its length, ihrougTi solid rock. It is, in some places, 40 feet deep, and ot 
sufficient width to pass steamboats through, and affords fine water-power for the mill-siints 
oelow the locks. 

On the 24lhof September, 1816, the steamboat Washington, under the command of Capt, 
Shreve, made the first voyage ever made by’ a steam vessel from Louisville to New Orlcan.s. 

On the 3d of March, 1817“ .she started on another trip, and made the time to New Orleans 
and back in 41 days; the ascending vov’age being made in 25 day's. A public dinner w.'ia 
given to the Captain by the citizens of Louisville, at whicli he predicted that the day was 
not far distant when the trip would be made in 10 days. It has since been made in less than 
5 days. 

A splendid bridge crosses the river, at the head of the falls, between Louisville and Jeffer- 
fonville. 

Shippingsport, 2 miles below Louisville, in same county, at the foot of the 

oatial, is a small village. Population about 200. 

Portland, 1 mile below, it same county, is a place of importance. Large 
steamers generally make it a stopping place, not being able to get through the canal. There 
is a Railroad between Portland and Louisville, the cars running every 10 or 15 minutes during 
the day. It is connected with New Albany, on the opposite side, by a ferry boat, which 
plies almost constantly. Portland contains a number of very good buildings. Population 
about 700. 

New Albany, county seat of Floyd co., la., opposite Portland, is one of themost 
important towns in the State. It was laid out in the year 1813, by 3 brothers of the name 
of Scribner. It is tlie southern terminus of the New Albany <k Salem R. R., connecting the 
Ohio river with Lake Michigan, at Michigan city; and crossing and intersecting the numer- 
ous roads passing through Indiana. 

The business of steamboat building is carried on here to a greater extent than any othei 
olace in the State. Other branches of mechanics are also in a flourishing condition. 

In 1830, the population of New Albany was 2,000 ; in 1840, 4,225 ; in 1850, 9,785; 1870 

• '-^ 10 . 200 , 

Bridgeport, Harrison co., la., 9 miles below, is a thriving village, boat build- 

ing is carried on here to a considerable I’opulation about 200. 

Blakesville, 0 miles below, in same county, is a small village. 

Salt Biver, 4 miles below, rises in Boyle co., Ky., and, pursuing a'north westerly 

eourse of 200 miles, empties into the Ohio at the line between Jefferson and Hardin counties. 

Its mouth is 200 yards wide. It derived its name from the numerous salt licks along ita 
banks* The district of country through which Salt river runs, comprises some of the moat 
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fertile lands in the State. It is navigable for flat-bottom boats, for a distance of 150 mtlvs 
during high water. 

West Point, just below the mouth of Salt river, in Hardin county, is athriving 

village. Population about 250. It has an extensive boat-yard. 

? , Brandenburg, 18 miles below, is the county scat of Meade co., Ky. It is built 
on a high bluff, and contains a court-house, 2 churches, and 2 flouring mills. Oonsiderab^ 
quantities of corn and tobacco are shipped from this place. Population 700. U^O~V \ 

Manckport, 8 miles below, a small village in Harrison co., la. 

Northampton, 7 miles below, a small village in the same county. 

Amsterdam, 3 miles below, a small villuge in the same county. 

Bine River, a .small stream rises in Washington co., la., and flows in a southerly 

direction for about 75 miles, and empties into the Ohio 6 miles below Amsterdam. 

Leavenworth, 2 miles below, county seatof Crawford co., la., at the Horse- 
shoe bend. It is a thriving town, and well located for busineas ; being at the commence- 
ment of the coal region in Indiana. Leavenworth has 2 churches, 1 printing office, and a 
population of about 800. 

Fredonia, 5 miles below, in same co., is situated on high a bluff. Pop. 300. 

Little Blue River, rises in Crawford co., and empties into the Ohio at the 

line between Crawford and Perrj counties, la. Its length is about 45 miles. 

» Alton, 13 miles below Fredonia, at the mouth of Little Blue river, in Perry 

co., la., is a small village. Population, 100. 

Concordia, 10 miles below, in Meade co., Ky., is pleasantly situated. Popu- 
lation about 100. The hills in this neighborhood abound in beds of limestone rock, from 
which immense quantities of lime are made. 

Rome, county seat of Perry co., la., 12 miles below, opposite the mouth of 
Sinking creek. It was settled in ISll, and now contains a court-house, jail, county semiuary, 
'.i ciiurches, and about 650 inhabitants. 

Stepbensport, opposite Home, in Breckenridge co., Ky., at the moutb of 
Sinking creek, is a pleasant little village, containing 2 churches, several stores, and a popu- 
lation of about 250. It was established in 1825. 

Sinking Creek rises in the upper part of Breckenridge co., Ky., and is a 
considerable stream, supplying abundance of water-power for mills during the whole year. 
6 or 7 miles from its source, the creek suddenly sinks beneath the earth, showing no trace 
of its existence, for 5 or 6 miles, when it re-appears above ground and flows into the Ohio. 
On this creek is to be seen a natural rock mill-dam, 8 feet high and 40 feet wide, which 
answers all the purposes of a dam to a mill which has been erected at the place. Ne*ar the 
creek is a large cave, called Penitentiary cave, which has never been fully explored: 

Cloverport, 10 miles below, in the same county, is an important point for 
shipping tobacco and other produce, of which fine crops are ^rowu in tlie county. Popu- 
lation about 800. There are extensive beds of fine coal in its vicinity. 4 miles in the 
interior are the White Sulphur, Breckenridge, and Tar Springs. 

Tobinsport, Perry co., la., is a small village opposite Cloverport. 

Hawesville, 14 miles below, the county seatof Hancock co., Ky. Popu- 

lation about 600. It derives considerable trade from its extensive mines of coal. 

Cannalton, opposite Hawesville, in Perry co., la., is a flourishing town, the 
Iarge.st in the county. It contains several churches and elegant residences, and a large 
cotton factory, which employs several hundred hands. Population about 2500. This 
building presents a splendid appearance from the river, it is 300 feet long and 4 stories 
hi(;h, built of variegated sandstone. Extensive beds of coal are found in the adjoining 
hills, givitiff the place great advantages for a manufacturing town. Fire-clay and a fine 
sand-stone for building purposes are found here in abundance. 

Troy, 6 miles below, near the mouth of Anderson river, in the same county, is 
thriving village, and has the trade of the rich mineral district in the rear and along the 
largiii of this section of the great coal field. Population about 600. 

Anderson River, rises in Crawford co., la., and flows in a southerly direction 

and empties into the Ohio near Troy. It is navigable for flat-boats about 30 miles in high water* 

Maxville, I mile below, at the lower side of the mouth of Anderson river, 

in Spencer co., la., is a small village. Population about 200. 

Batesville, 2 miles below, in the same county, is a small village. Pop. 200. 

Lewisport, 3 miles below, in Hancock co., Ky:, is a small village, extending 
fur some distance along the banks of the river.. Population 300. 
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Rockport, seat of justice for Spencer co., la., 13 miles below, situated on a 
high bluflf. Pimulation about 1.800, Its name is derived from a hanging rock, known by 
the name of Lady Washington’i Rock it is a sandstone formation, and rises to the heig^ht 
of about 30 feet above the general level of the river. 

Owensburgh, 9 miles below, is the county seat of Daviess co., Ky. It is a 
a very handsome place, situated in a fertile region, abounding in minerals. It contains a 
oourt'house, 4 churches, an academy, a bank, and a population of about 1700. 

Bon Harbor, 3 miles below, in the same county, is a thriving village. * Popu- 
nlation about 300. There is an eddy formed by a bar in the river at this place, which cause* 
an excellent harbor for boats. It is from this circumstance that the name of the place is 
derived. In the vicinity are fine beds of coal, which render facilities for manufacturing to a 
large and extensive cotton and woolen establishment. 

Enterprise, 3 miles below, a small village in Spencer co., la. Population 

200. The country adjacent is a rich bottom heavily timbered. 

Point Isabel, 1 mile below, a small village, in the same county, at the 

head of French island. 

Newbnrg, 13 miles below, in Warwick co., la., is a finely located and thriving 
town. It was laid out in 1617, by Michael Sprinkle, and was at first called Sprinklesburg. 
Population ^00. 

Green River, 6 miles below, rises in Lincoln co., Ky., and takes a westerly 
course, until having received the Big Barren river on the south, it turns to the north-west. 
The current is gentle, and the water generally deep. It is made navigable by means of 
locks and dams. Steamboats ascend to Bowling Green, on the Big Barren river, 20 mile* 
below tlxe Mammoth Cave, and, during a great part of the year, to the cave, on Green river 
a distance of 165 miles, bringing down large quantities of com, tobacco, and other produce. 
Brownsville, capital of Edmondson co., Ky., is situated on Green river about 10 miles below 
the Mammoth Gave. Morgantown, capital of Butler co., Ky., on Green river, below ^he 
iunction of Big Barren. Lewisburg, below, in Muhlenburg co., Ky. 

The Mammoth Cave, is situated in Edmonson co., Ky., equi-distant from 
the cities of Louisville and Nashville (about 90 miles from each,) and immediately on 
the nearest road between those two places. It is within half a mile of Green river. The 
cave has already been explored for more than 18 miles. It contains 226 avenues, 47 domes, 

8 cataracts, several rivers, and 23 pits, most of them of surprising beauty and startling 
grandeur. The cave is dry, and exceedingly conducive to healtn. It is vi.sited by many in- 
valids, for the purpose of inhaling its air ; and, in many instances, proves highly beneficial. 

Evansville, 9 miles below the mouth of Green river, is the county seat of 
Vanderburg co., la. It was laid out in 1816, and received Us name in honor of Gen. R. M 
Evans, who was one of the early settlers of the place. It is situated ou an elevated bank. 
The trade of Evansville is considerable, and rapidly increasing. The Wabash dt Erie 
Oanal, terminates at this place. The Evansville <s Terre Haute Railroad, via Vincennes, 
has its terminus here — bringing Evan.sville in connection with many points by the Intersec- 
tion of other roads. A very large amount of produce is annually shipped from this point — 
corn, oats, hay, pork, <tc., Ac. Evansville coutaina a court-house, jail^ 9 or 10 churches, 6 
printing offices, and a large number of business houses, Ac. Population 1^1.830. 

Verona,, 7 miles below, in the same county, is a small village. 

Henderson, 5 miles JdcIow, is the county seat of Henderson co., Ky. It is 
a flourishing place, and the principle shipping port for the produce of the country bordering 
on Green river, exporting large quantities of tobacco, corn, Ac. It contains a court-house, 

6 churches, 4 schools, 5 large tobacco factories, and a population of about 211011- The country 
adjacent is well adapted to the cultivation of tobacco and com.” Tron ore is also found in it, 
and large beds of stone coal, of an excellent quality. About 75,000 bushels of corn, and 
7,000,000 lbs. of tobacco are annually exported from it. 

West Franklin, 14 miles below, in Posey oo., Ia„ is a small village. 

Mount Vernon, county seat of Po.sey co., la., 12 miles below, on a fine bluff, 
t was settled in 1803, and contains a court-house, jail, and county offices, 3 churches, and 
•Iwut 2300 inhabitants. A plank road extends to New Harmony on the Wabash river. 

Hniontown, 10 miles below, at the mouth of Highland creek, in Union co., 
Ky,. is a thriving town, shipping large quantities of corn to the southern markets. Popu- 
lation about 500. The countiy is very fertile A few miles from Unioutown, on Highland 
ereck is a fine Tar spring. There are a number of curiosities in this county, worthy of 
observation. One is a large flat rock, with p<*rfect resemblance of the naked feet of men, 
and animals deeply imprinted in it. There is also a cavern, wMch i* thought to be of 
great extent, but nas not yet been fully explored. 

Wabash River enters the Ohio 5 miles below UniontowA. ^ iSlr/xiye 12^.} 
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Baleigh, 6 miles below the mouth of the Wabash, in Union co., Ky. 

Shawneetown, 5 miles below, in Gallatin co.. 111., on a low bank of the Ohio. 

It itt liable to inundations from the river. It is, however, a place of considerable business, 
and the largest town in southern Illinois. It was laid out in 1814, and now contains 3 
churches, a land office, and a population of 2000. 

Casey ville, 10 miles below, in Union co., Ky., is a small village containing a 
population of 250. About 3 miles from Casey ville, may be seen a natural curiosity, termed 
the Anvil Rock. It is a largo rock, some 50 feet high, 20 feH wide, and 2 feet thick, and 
Ix'ars a striking resemblance to a blacksmith’s anvil. This rock stands upon level bottom 
land, and is entirely isolated. 

Battery Hock, 2 miles below, in Gallatin co.. 111., is a high, rocky bluff, 

extending some miles along the rivsr, giving a picturesque appearance to the scenery. 

Cave-in-rock, 12 miles below, in Hardin co.. 111., is a noted place, and viewed 
with interest by all travelers on this river. It was the rendezvous, about 1801, of a cel- 
ebrated outlaw, by the name of Masonj and his comrades, who subsisted by plundering the 
flat-boats and arks, descending the river with produce, or waylaying the traders on their 
return with the products of their sales — robbing and murdering them. They continued this 
nefarious business for several years; until their depredations became so alarming, that the 
Governor of Mississippi offered a reward of $500 fur Mason’s head. Mason was shot, and 
1 his head carried to Washington, then the capital of Mississippi, by one of his own band 
^ named Harpe, a notorious outlaw, who had escaped from Kentucky. 

— - Elizabethtown, county seat of Hardin co., 111., 6 miles below, at the foot of 

Eurricane Island. Population about 200. 

Golconda, 23 miles below, is the county seat of Pope co., 111. It is beautifully 

•ituated on an elevated plain, and contains a court-house, and population of about 250. 

Cumberland Biver, enters the Ohio, 15 miles below. (^See paye 127.) 

Smithland, county seat of Livingston co., Ky., just below the mouth of Cum- 
berland river. It is a place of considerable commercial importance, being favorably situated 
for reshipping goods to and from the interior of Kentucky and Tennessee. Smithland con- 
tains a court-house, jail, and county offices, 2 churches, 1 foundry and machine shop, a boat- 
yard, an extensive tannery, and a population of 1500. 

Tennessee Biver, enters the Ohio, 12 miles below Smithland. (^See page\2%.) 

Paducah, county seat of McCracken co., Ky., just below the mouth of the 
Tennessee, was laid out in 1827, and received its name in honor of the celebrated Indian 
chief, Paducah. It is the depot for the vast and growing trade of the Tennessee river. It 
contains 4 churches, a court-nouse, a fine hotel, and a population of 3000. 

Belgrade, 8 miles below, in Massac co., 111., is a small village. 

' Fort Massac, 2 miles below, in the same county, is the spot the troops occu 
pled, who were sent to intercept the plans of Aaron Bure. The fort was burned many 
'years ago, and nothing is to be seen now to mark the spot. 

Metropolis, county seat of Massac co., 111., 1 mile below. Pop. about TOO. 
Hillaman, 8 miles below, in the same county. 

, Wilkinsonville, 7 miles below, in Alexander co.. 111., is a small village, 

, named in honor of General Wilkinson. 

'■ Caledonia, 10 miles below, county seat of Pulaski co., is a small village. 
America, 3 miles below, in the same county. 

Emporium, formerly Mound City, 3 miles below, m same county, above the 
mouth of Cache river, is an enterprising town, and landing point for steamers, connected with 
tJie 111. Central R. Road by a road 3 miles in length. k ^ w ^ 

Cairo, 6 miles below, in Alexander co., Ill.,at me junction of the Ohio and 
Mississippi rivers, has acq^uired considerable celebrity by the repeated attempta which havi 
been made, to build up a large city on its site. Situated, as it is, at the junction of thes# 
two mighty rivers, it, undoubtedly, presents one of the finest points for a city which can be 
found in the West ; being placed so as to command the immense and incalculable trade of 
the whole west, north-west and south. But there are difficulties to be surmounted, iu the 
location of the ground, and the surrounding country, which will take an immense amount 
of capital and Tabor. The banks of the river are here very Tow, and the surrounding 
country is still lower. Both are subject to overflow, and from the marshy nature of the soil 
are generated miasms, which render it very unhealthy. But, by a scientific sy.«tcm of 
embankment, filling vp, and draining, all this may be overcome. A levee has been thrown 
up, at a cost of about $1,000,000, which protects it to a great degree. 

The Great Illinois Central Railroad has a terminus here, aud extensive depot buildingk 
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MUSKINGUM RIVER--SCIOTO RIVER, 


THE MUSKINGUM KIVEE 

Is formed by the junction of the Tuscarawas and Walhouudiug rivers at Coshocton, 0. Il 
is the largest river, lying wholly in the State, and has been made navigable by means of 
dams aud locks, and short canals, to Dresden, about 96 miles from Marietta. The uutnerouc 
falls of the Muskingum afford water-power to almost any extent, aud most excellent advaa* 
tages for manufacturing. 

Coshocton is beautifully situated at the head of the Muskingum river, 113 miles 
from Marietta, and is the county seat of Coshocton co., 0. It was laid out in 1802, aud 
called Tuscawara, whioii name it retained until 1811, when it received its present appella- 
tion. It contains 4 churches, 2 newspaper offices, a flour mill, and woolen factory, and a 
population of l80U. When the river is very high, steamboats occasionally ascend as high as 
this point- The Ohio Canal passes through Coshocton, also the Steubenville & Indiana R. R. 

Dresden, 17 miles below, in Muskingum co., is a flourishing and active 
business place, well supplied with water-power. Coal and iron ore abound in the vicinity. 
•Population about 1500. 

Zanesville, 16 iniTes below, and 80 miles from Marietta, is the county seat 
of Muskingum co., and one of the principal towns in Ohio. It is connected with Putnam, 
West Zanesville and South Zanesville by bridges. The town was laid out in 1799, by 
Ebeuezer Zane, aud Jolin MeIntire, and was first called Westburn, which name it bore until 
the establishment of a post-office, when it received its present name. Population about 10,000. 

Zanesville affords superior advantages for manufactories of all kinds. The fine water- 
power, abundance of bituminous coal in its vicinity, and its great facilities for transportation 
and exportation — being the terminus of the Wilmington &, Zanesville Railroad, extending 
to^Cincinnati ; the Central Ohio Railroad passing through it, also the National Road ; the 
Muskingum, opening immediate intercourse with the Ohio and all the southern countries ; 
the Ohio Canal, reaching to the Lakes on the north, and south through the finest portions 
of the State, all seem to mark it out as one of the finest positions in the west for manufac- 
turing purposes. The water of the river is distributed through the city from a large re.servoir, 
on a hill 160 feet high. The water is forced up by means of a powerful force pump. 

Dnncanls Falls, 9 miles below, in Muskingum co. Population about 300. 

Taylorsville, just below, on the opposite (west) side of the river, in same 
CO. A dam across the river here gives the place advantages of large water-power, and a 
number of mills are in successful operation. Population about 1000. 

Eagleport, 11 miles below, in Morgan county. 

McC onnellsville, 10 miles below, a thriving town on the east bank of the 
river, is the county scat of Morgan co. There are large salt manufactories in the vicinity. 
Population near 1/00. 

Malta, on the opposite bank of the river. Population about 750. 

Newcastle, 3 miles below, east bank of the river, in Morgan co. 

Windsor, 7 miles below, west bank of tfle river, in Morgan co. 

Big Bock, 8 miles below, cast bank of the river, in Morgan co. 

Beverly, 10 miles below, on the east bank, in Washington co. 

Waterford, nearly opposite, in the same county. 

Lowell, 10 miles below, in same co., on the east bank of the river. 

Marietta and Harmer, 12 miles bclow^ at the mouth of the river. * (^See Ohio 
Riter.) 

THE SCIOTO BIVEB 

Rises in Hardin co., O ,and flows in a south-easterly direction, and empties into the Ohio 
river at Portsmouth. It is navigable for steamboats but a short distance from its mouth. 
Flat boats, iu high stages of water, are brought down from a distance of 130 miles. Its length 
8 160 miles, and it Is 150 yards wide at the mouth. The counties through which the river 
flows, are among the most fertile and highly cultivated in the Slate of Ohio. It is the second 
river in size which lies wholly in the State. 

Colnmbas, capital of the State of Ohio, and county seat of Franklin co., is 
beautifully situated on the east bank of the Scioto river, 90 miles from Its mouth. The 
National Road- passes through it from east to west. The Ohio Canal, also has a branch 
extending to this place ; and it is the center of Railroads diverging in nearly all directions. 
(See James’ Railroad and Route Book.) The present site of uie city was, in 1812, an 
unbroken forest. It now contains a population of about 32,000. It is laid out regularly, 
with wide streets, and adorned with many beautiful buildings. The public buildings are 
constructed on a magnificent scale, and do honor to the State. They are, a magmficenl 
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Stote-house, a Lunatic Asylum, an Asylum for the Blind, one for the Deaf and Dumb, and 
Ihe Ohio Penitentiary. 

Circleville, county seat of Pickaway co., O., is a flourishing town, situated 
on the Ohio Canal and Scioto river, 26 miles south of Columbus. The Cincinnati, Wilming* 
fton A Zanesville Railroad passes through the place. The town is built on the site of an 
ancient fortification, and was laid out in the year 1810, by Daniel Dresbach. It derived its 
name from the circular form of one of the ancient ruins which were found here. These ruins 
have long since disappeared before the steady march of improvement, which has marked 
the settlement of our western country. Population 6.400. 

Ghillicotlie, county seat of Ross co., on the west bank of the Scioto river, 19 
miles south of Circleville, is a place of considerable importance in the State. It was first 
laid out in 1796. In 1800, the seat of Government was removed from Cincinnati to it, where 
it remained till 1816, when Columbus was made the permanent capital. Chillicothe is the 
principal point of trade fur the great Scioto valley. Population 0000. The Cincinnati A 
Marietta Railroad passes throu^ it ; also the Ohio Canal. 

Pike ton, capital of Pike co., 0., 20 miles befow. Population about 760. 

Jasper , 2 miles below, in the same county, is a small village. 

Lncasyille, Scioto co., 10 miles below, and 13 miles above the mouth of the 

Scioto river. 

THE KENTirCKY RIVER 


Rises in the Cumberland mountains, and interlocks with the head waters of the Licking 
and Cumberland rivers — length about 200 miles. It is navigable for flat-boats over 150 miles. 
To Frankfort, 60 miles from its mouth, it has been made navigable by means of locks and 
dams, of which there are 17, built at a cost of $2,300,000. The perpendicular height over- 
come by these locks, is 210 feet. 

The scenery along the banks of the Kentucky river is Hot surpassed by any other in the 
Union, unless it be the Hudson. The channel, for the greater part of its course, runs through 
beds of solid limestone rock. In the neighborhood of the mouth of the river, there are many 
remains of ancient works, relics of a race whose history is beyond the present limits of human 
knowledge, and whose deeds are buried in the impenetrable mysteries of the past. 

Boonesboro, in Madison co., Ky., on the Kentucky river, is celebrated in 
the history of the west for its memorable sieges by the Indians. A fort was built here by 
Daniel Boone, in 1775. 



Cogar's Landing, below Boonesboro, and 104 miles from the mouth of the 
river. — Monday’s Landing, 4 miles below Boonesboro. — Ckmmiing's Landing, 4 miles below 
Monday’s Lauding. 

Oregon, 10 miles below, in Mercer co., is a flourishing village. This is the 
landing place for Harrodsburg Springs, situated about 8 miles from the river. Harrodihurg 
is the capital of Mercer co. Population about 3000. — McCotoan’s Landing, 3 miles below 
Oregon. — Wilson’s Landing, 4 miles below. — Sherlock’s Landing, 4 miles below. — Woo<^rd 
Landing, 4 miles below. 

Frankfort, 12 miles below, is the capital of the State of Ky., and county 
seat of Franklin co. It is situated in a beautiful plain, surrounded by precipitous hills. It 
was laid out in *1773, and made the scat of government in 1792. The State-house is a hand- 
some edifice, built of Kentucky marble, quarried in the vicinity. Frankfort contains the 
State Penitentiary, a fine court house, 2 banks,? printing offices, 4 or 5 churches, 3 bagging 
factories, and a population of about 5QfllL. The Lexington A Louisville Railroad passes 
through Frankfort, and a bridge connects it with South Frankfort . — Flat Creek Landing is 
15 miles below. 


Monterey, Owen co., 3 miles below Flat Creek Landing, is a flourishing village. 

Owenton’s Landing, 5 miles below. 

Lockport, Henry co., 6 miles below Owenton. Gratz^ 3 miles below Lockport. 

Drennon’s Springs, Henry co., 8 miles below, and 1 mile from the river, 

is a fashionable watering place. — Springport, 1 mile below. 

Marion, 4 miles below Springport, in Owen co. Jjaw*s Landing y Smiles 

below. — Worthsville, 4 miles below. 


Carrollton, 8 miles below, at the mouth of the 


riser.) 


THE WABASH RIVER 


Ky. river, (^See Ohio 


Rises in Mercer co., 0., near the western boundary of the State, and flows first north-weal 
and then in a general soutberlr direction through a portion of the State of Indiana 
and forms, for a distance of nearly 200 miles, the boundary between Indiana and Illinois, 
and empties *nto the Ohio 142 miles above the mouth of the latter. It is navigable for flat* 
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boats about 400 miles, and in time of high water steamboats ascend as far as Lafayette. The 
total length of the Wabash is estimated at 550 miles. Bituminous coal is found along its 
course, almost everywhere below Lafayette. It receives, in its course, the waters of many 
respectable tributaries, among the most important is WHITE RIVER, which passes through 
tlie State from east to west, and waters a great extent of fertile and well settled country. Per- 
haps no river in the world, of its magnitude, drains a more extensive and fertile country than 
the Wabash and its tributaries. It forms th^ heart of the State of Indiana. The following 
places are located on or near the banks of the Wabash, commencing near its source : Alex- 
anfler, Adams co., la.; NewvilU, Bluj^n, and Lancaster, Wells co., la.; Tra^y, Mt. Etna, and 
Huntington, Huntington co., la.; Utica, Im Cros and Wabash, Wabash co., la. Peru, Uiami 
co., la ; Lewisburg, CircUvUle, Logansport, and Amsterdam, Cass co., la.; Lockport, Burnetts- 
rille, liptonsport, Carrollton, Paragon, Delphi, West Delphi, and Pittsburg, Carroll co., la. 
Americas, Tippecanoe co. 

Lafayette, county seat of Tippecanoe co., la., is beautifully situated on the 
Wabash river, 378 miles from its mouth. It was laid out in 1825, on land bought at govern- 
raent prices. Its progress has been steady and rapid, and it is now among the first towns 
in the State in population and commercial importance. The Wabash Erie Canal passes 
through this place, bringing it in connection with Lake Erie. Lafayette contains a fine 
court-liouse, jail, and public ofiices, B or 10 churches, 4 printing offices, a coun^ seminary, 
2 paper mills, and several pork-packing establi.shments. Population about 16,000. It is in 
direct communication by Railroads with Indianapolis, Chicago, and New Albany. Axi 
immense amount of produce is forwarded from this place, via cand and railroads. 

Wheaton, 9 miles below, in sainc. county, is a small village. 

La Grang:e,3 miles below, in same co . — Maysmlle 5 miles below, in Fountain 

CO., la. — Independence, Warren co., 1 mile below. 


Attica, Fountain co., la., 8 miles below Independence, is a flourishing place, 
surrounded by splendid forests and beautiful prairies, with a soil of great fertility. A large 
and increasing trade is centered here. Population about 2100. 

^37-5 Williamsport, 2 miles below, county seat of”Warren co., la., is a thriving 
• town, with an active trade. Portland, Fountain co., la., 8 miles below ; Baltimore, 6 milea 
below, in Warren co., la. 


Coving^ton, 4 miles below is the capital of Fountain co., la. It is a ship- 
ping point for large quantities of grain. Stone coal and iron are found in abundance in t^ 
vicinity. Population about 1800. 

Perryville, Vermilion co., la., 9 miles below, is finely located, and has a 

large and active trade. Population 1100. 

Vermilion River, empties into the Wabash 10 miles below Pcrryville. It 
takes its rise in Illinois, and is navigable for about 30 miles, to Danville, 111., during high 
water. — Lodimlle, 2 miles below the mouth of Vermilion river, in Parke co., la, 

Newport, 7 miles below Lodiville, and 1 mile from the Wabash, on Little 

Vermilion river, Ls the capital of Vermilion co., la. Population 600. 

Honteznma, 6 miles below, in Parke co.,Ia., is an active village. Popula- 
tion about 500. — Anniesburg, 2 miles below, in the same county. 

Clinton, 10 miles below, in Vermilion co. Population about 550. Large 
Quantities of produce are shipped from Clinton. — Numa, 2 miles below, in Parke co.-^ 
Harrison, 14 miles below, in Vigo co. 

Terre Haute, 4 miles below Harrison, is tbe capital of Vigo co., la. It is 
situated on the east bank of the Wabash, also on the National Road, and the Wabash A 
Erie Canal. It was laid out in 1816. It is a center of railway communication ; one to 
'Indianapolis, one to Springfield and Alton 111., and one to Evansville, la., connecting with 
the Ohio and Mississippi R. R., to Cincinnati and St. Louis, at Vincennes. Also, one to 
Crawfordsvillc, intersecting the New Albany & Salem R. R. to Michigan City. Tene 
Haute is beautifully situated on a high bank of the Wabash, and is the center of a large and 
•increasing trade. Large onantities of flour, pork, and grain, are shipped by the canal and 
river, also by the railroads. The town contains 6 printing offices, 10 or 12 churches, 2 
^nks^ a, court-house, a town hall, and a large academy. Population 17.100. 

Darwin, 25 miles below, is the capital of Clarke co., 111. It is a thriving 
villikge — Yorice, 16 miles below, in Crawford co., 111. — HudsonviUe,^ mWfiS below, in Crawford 
eo. — ^eroOT, Sullivan co., 8 miles below. — RusseUville, 25 miles below, in Lawrence co. 111. 

Vincennes, county seat of Kuoz co., la., 18 miles below Russellville. This 

§ lace derives a great interest in the history of the West, from the fact of its being one of 
le first settlements formed in the valley of the Mississippi. It was first occupied by the 
.French settlers, as a military post, in 173*5, and called Post St Vincent In the year 1749. the 
name of Vincennes was given to it, in honor of F. M. Dx Vikockkx, a gallant and much 
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respected French officer, who fell in battle with tho Chlckasaws, in 1736. A large and 
beautiful prairie is in the vicinity, the soil of which is very productrve. The seat of the 
territorial government was here until 1813. 

Vincennes contains a large, commodious city-hall, court-house, jail, and county offices, 

6 or 8 churches, among them a fine cathedral, St. Gabrikl College, a theological seminary, 
•everal manufactories, and a population of fiifeDO. 

The Ohio & Mississippi R. R., connecting Cincinnati with St. Louis, and Evansville 
Vincennes, connecting With the Terre Haute <fe Vincennes road to Chicago, cross each other 
bere, thus opening through this city an outlet north, south, east, and west. 

OTint Carmel, 36 miles below, capital of Wabash co., 111., is beautifully 
situated, am a very thriving bu.siness place. Population about 1600. 

Qraysville,45 miles below, iu White co., 111., is a flourishing village, will 

an active trade. Population about 650. — Neva Baltimore, 9 miles below, in Posey co., la. 

New Harmony , la., 6 miles below, New Baltimore, and 16 miles from the 
nearest point of the Ohio, though about 60 miles from the mouth of the Wabash, following 
the meanders of the river. It is surrounded by a fine, rich, and heavily timbered country, 
interspersed with small, rich prairies. It was first settled iu 1814, by a religious sect of 
Germans, called Harmonites, under the guidance and control of George- Rapp, in whose 
name all the lands and property were held. They erected about 200 substantial buildings, 
planted vineyards and orchards, built mills and manufactories, and were wonderfully suc- 
cessful in converting a wilderness into a finely cultivated plantation in a short time. They 
bad even the luxury of a botanic garden, and a green-house. Their great house of as.scm- 
blage, with its wings and appendices, was nearly 100 feet square. In 1824, the cel<>bmted 
Robert Owen, of New Lanark, Scotland, purchased tho entire possession of the Harmonites, 
at $190,000, for the purpose of establi.shing a community upon the plan of his “social 
system.” The plan proved a failure, and was finally abandoned. A plank road extends 
from New Harmony to Mt. Vernon. The Population of New Harmony is now about 500. 

Ghainyille, 20 miles below, in same co., and 40 miles above the mouth of 

the Wabash. 

THE CUMBERLAND RIVER 

Rises in the Cumberland mountains, and interlocks with the he.ad waters of Clincli and 
Kentucky rivers ; flows southwesterly through Ky., more than 250 miles ; enters the State 
of Tenn., and after a further meandering course of about 130 miles it reaches Nashville in 
Lat. nt-arly 35 N. Thence flowing north-westerly 203 miles, it empties into the Ohio at 
Smithland. The Cumberland, the second largest tributary of the Ohio, is about 600 miles- 
in length, and drains a territory estimated at 18,000 square miles. It is navigable about 
6 months in the year for steamboats as far as Nashville, and for flat and keel-boats some 
300 miles further. This river passes through a country of remarkable fertility, some 
portions of it rich in iron ore, and, no doubt, other valuable minerals. 

Tho following towns are locaieU ou and near the banks of the Cumberland. 

Mt. Pleasant, Harlan co., Ky. — Barboursmlle, Knoxco., Ky. — WUluimsburg, Whitley co.. Ivy. 
(About 12 miles below this point the river has a perpendicular fall of 60 feet, which present* 
dne of the most rema’-kable .scenes in the State.)— Oee/sf»nro, Russel co., Ky. — BurksoUk, 
Cumberland co., Ky. — Celino, Meu/sville, Gainesboro, and Granvitle, Jackson co., Tenn. — 
Carthage, Smith co., Tenn.— -CbiVo, Sumner co., Tenn.— and Rives, Wilson co„ Tenn. 

Nashville, capital of the v^tate of Tennessee, and seat of justice for Davidson 
co., is pleasantly situated on the Cumberland river, 203 miles from its mouth. The city 
stands ou a solicl rock, elevated to the heightof from 50 to 175 feet above the level of iheriver. 
The commerce of Nashville is very extensive, and is rapidly increasing. The principal 
article of export is cotton, of which large quantities are shipped to tlxe southern market*. 
There are some fine public buildings and institutions of note iu Nashville, among whioh, 
are the State-house, Penitentiaiy, Hospital for Lunatics, the Nashville University, a female 
seminary, several schools, and a large number of churches for the various deuominatious. 
The University was founded in 1806. The library contains 12,000 volumes. 

Besides the buildings mentioned, Nashville contains several manufacluring establish- 
ments, a large number of wholesale and retail stores of all kinds, and a pupululiou of about 
$5,000. Thf terminus of the Nashville <t Chattanooga Railroad is here ; and railroads to 
•ihcr important points are constructing. 

Clarksville, Montgomery co., Tenn., 65 miles below Nashville, Is a thriving j 

place, and has considerable trade. Population about 3000. 

Palmyra, 15 miles below, in same co., is a small village. 

Dover, 30 miles below, capital of Stewart co., Tenn. 

• Fort Done Ison, about 1 mile below Dover, iu Stewart co. 
Tobaccoport, a small village, 14 miles below, in same county. 

Canton, 16 miles below, in Trigg CO., Ky. Population 'about 300. 
Rockcastle, a small village, 5. miles below, in same county. 

Eddvville, 17 miles bclo^, (and 50 miles above Smithland, at the mouth of 

fhe CumbcrlaudJ iu Caldwell co., Ky., is a thriving village. Pupulation about 700. 
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The largest tribntary of the Ohio, and one of the largest rivers east of the Mississippi ic 
• fomcd by the union of the Clinch and Holston rivers, which rise in the Alleghany moun. 

, Uins of Virginia, and unite at Kingston, Teun. It then takes a south-west course, travers- 
ing the northern part of Alabama, and then cL’tnging, flows in a northerly direction through 
Tennessee and Kentncky, and enters the Ohio at Paducah, in Latitude 37 north. The total 
length of this river from the liead waters of tin; Clinch and Holston, is about 1200 miles • 
being longer than the Ohio from Pittsburg to the mouth. The obstructions to navigation 
are few, and could easily be remedied. 'I he first obstruction is the muscle shoals at Flor- 
ence, Ala , about 280 miles from therntmth. Up to this point, steamboats can ascend at al- 
most any season of the year. Above these shoals the navigation is entirely unobstructed for 
I lie distance of nearly 500 miles. 

'Die country through which the Tennessee flows, is njostly fertile, but is thinly inhabitod. 
On the upper part of its course, it has much beautiful mountain and valley sceneiy. The 
area draineci by this river and tributaries is estimated at upward of 40,000 square miles. 
The following towns are situated on or near its banks. 

Knoxville, on the Holston river, county scat of Knox co., east Tenn., is a 
flourishing city. The situation is beautiful, elevated, and healthy, with a fine view of the 
surrounding country, and the mountains in the distance. Knoxville has manufacturing estab- 
lishments of various kinds, among the most important is that of Window Glass, which it 
carried on extensively. It is, also, an important railroad ceutej> It was laid out in 1794, and 
was the State capital till 1817. Population about.^ 00() r- ^ 

Louisville, is a flourishing place, in Blount co., Tenn., about 20 miles by 

land, below Knoxville. 

Kii*^ Eton, county seat of Roane co., Tenn., at the junction of the Holston and 

Clinch rivers, is a town of considerable business. 

Washington, county seat of Rheaco., Tenn. 

Harrison, county seat of Hamilton co., Tenn. Iron and stone coal are 

abundant near this place. Population about 500. 

Chattanooga, about 250 miles below Knoxville, in Hamilton co., Tenn., if 
a flourishing towu. The terminus of the Chattonoo^a Railroad is here. Stone coal and iron 
ore abound in the vicinity. Manufacturing is earned on to a considerable extent, and itU 

important shipping point. Population about 4000. 

Whitesbnrg,isa small village of Madison co., Ala. Vk lUr 

T r i a n a , a small place, in same county. 

Decatur, Morgan co., Ala., is a thriving town, and is the eastern terminus of 

the Tuscurabia<fe Decatur Railroad. 

Muscle Shoals, a name given to the rapids in the Tenn. river, dividing the 
counties of Lauderdale and Lawrence, Ala. These rapids extend 20 miles, the fall being, in 
that distance, about lOO feet, and an impassable obstruction to navigation, except during th« 
highest stages of water. 

Florence, county seat of Lauderdale co., Ala., is at the head of navigation 
below the rapids, and 280 miles from the mouth of the Tennessee. This is the principal ship* 
ping point for the produce of the surrounding country, with which it hios a large and in* 
creasing trade. A fine bridge crosses the river here. There are several large cotton factories 
Id and near Florence. Population about 2500. 

Tnscnmbia, Franklin co., Ala., is 1 mile south of the river, and is the 
western terminus of the Tuscumbia Decatur Railroad. Population about 2000. At 
Tuscumbia there is a very reniarkable spring, which flows from a fissure in a limestone rock, 
and which is said to discharge 20,000 cubic Feet of water per minute. 

Newport, a small place, in same county. 

Chickasaw, a thriving village, in same county. 

Waterloo, Lauderdale co., Ala., is a small village, about 30 miles below 

Florence. 

Pittsburgh Landing and Shiloh Ground, 28 milei 

below. O ^ '* 

S a V a n n a h , capital of Hardin co., Tenn.,fl ar place of considerable 
business, 7 miles below. Population about 1000. j j 

Carrollville, 35 miles below, is a smal^village in Wayne co., Tenn. 

SharonsviHe, a village in Perry co., Tenn. 

Perryville, in same co., 20 miles below Carrollville. A large quantity . 
of cotton is annually shipped from this point. Population about 300. 

Beynoldsbnrg, 50 miles below, in Humphrey’s co., Tenn. 

' Fort Henry, ^ miles below, in Tenn.^ and about 65 miles above the ' 
mouth of the Tenn. river, 

THE END. 
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